Press release: Justice Secretary David
Gauke sets out long-term for justice

e focus on effective alternatives to custody in the community and more
punitive sanctions on certain criminals

e shift resource to probation with new reforms to be unveiled later this
year

e harness technology to hit fraudsters where it hurts — in the pocket

In a landmark speech he challenged the “polarising” view that there is only a
choice between “soft” and “hard” justice, arguing that the focus should
instead be on a system based on evidence of what actually works —
“punishments that are punitive, for a purpose”.

In setting out his vision, the Justice Secretary stressed he did not want to
reverse tougher sentencing for serious crimes, but urged caution in
continuing to increase sentence length as a response to concerns over crime.

Instead, he urged those who shape the system to “take a step back” and ask
fundamental questions such as whether our approach to sentencing reduces
crime; if prisons currently maximise the chances of rehabilitation; and if we
should look at better alternatives to punish and rehabilitate offenders.

He said:

I think now is the time for us as a society, as a country, to start
a fresh conversation, a national debate about what justice,
including punishment, should look like for our modern times.

Sentencing and community orders

On sentencing, he said that the high rate of reoffending for those on
sentences of less than 6 months showed that for them and wider society
“prison simply isn’t working”.

There was, he said, “a very strong case to abolish sentences of 6 months or
less altogether, with some closely defined exceptions, and put in their
place, a robust community order regime”.

Among the problems with short sentences he cited were disruption to the lives
of families when women went into custody and — for women and men — the loss
of access to benefits and drug or alcohol support services and treatment.

Offenders were less likely to reoffend if they are given a community order,
he said, because these orders were “much more effective at tackling the root
causes behind criminality”.

He said:
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Now, I do not want community orders which are in any sense a ‘soft
option’.

I want a regime that can impose greater restrictions on people’s
movements and lifestyle and stricter requirements in terms of
accessing treatment and support. And critically, these sentences
must be enforced.

Mr Gauke stressed the vital role technology has to play in effective
community orders, and pointed to the recently-announced rollout of a GPS
tagging programme to more effectively monitor offenders’ movements.

He continued:
Other new technology and innovations are opening up the possibility
of even more options for the future too.

For example, technology can monitor whether an offender has
consumed alcohol, and enables us to be able to better restrict and
monitor alcohol consumption where it drives offending behaviour.

We are testing the value of alcohol abstinence monitoring
requirements for offenders on licence, building on earlier testing
of its value as part of a community order.

Probation

The Justice Secretary pledged to set out more detail on probation later this
year, and stated that “if we want to successfully make a shift from prison to

community sentences it is critical that we have a probation system that
commands the confidence of the courts and the public”.

He said:

In thinking strategically about the future of our justice system I
believe in the end there is a strong case for switching resource
away from ineffective prison sentences and into probation. This is
more likely to reduce reoffending and, ultimately, reduce pressures
on our criminal justice system.

I am determined to strengthen the confidence courts have in
probation to ensure we can make this shift away from short
custodial sentences towards more punitive and effective sanctions
and support in the community.

Economic crime

Mr Gauke said he was looking not only at more effective punishment for those



on short sentences, but also those convicted of more serious crimes such as
fraud, where the custody rate has increased from 14.5% in 2007 to over 20%
now.

He singled out how fraudsters — whose crimes can be “devastating” for victims
— could return to their comfortable lifestyles after prison, but that this
could be addressed through “a combination of technology and radical
thinking”.

He said:

After serving part of their sentence behind bars, we could, for
example, continue to restrict an offender’s movement, their
activities and their lifestyle beyond prison in a much more
intensive way.

And that could also mean a real shift in the standard of living a
wealthy criminal can expect after prison.

I want to look at how, once a jail term has been served, we can
continue to restrict their expenditure and monitor their earnings,
using new technology to enable proper enforcement.

They would be in no uncertainty that, once sentenced, they wouldn’t
be able to reap any lifestyle benefits from their crimes and would
need to make full reparation to the community as part of the
sentence.

Concluding his speech, Mr Gauke said:

Prison will always play a part in serving as punishment for serious
crimes and in rehabilitation, and our reforms will deliver that.
But we need to think more imaginatively about different and more
modern forms of punishment in the community. Punishments that are
punitive, for a purpose.

As with our approach to short sentences, ultimately, it’s about
doing what works to reduce reoffending and make us all safer and
less likely to be a future victim of crime.

Guidance

The Ministry of Justice has introduced a wide range of reforms since David
Gauke was appointed Justice Secretary in January 2018, including:

e Restoring stability to the prison estate with a £70 million investment

in safety, security and decency.
o This includes £16 million to improve conditions for prisoners and
staff and £7 million for new security measures, such as scanners,



improved searching techniques, phone-blocking technology and a
financial crime unit to target the criminal kingpins operating in
prisons.

o More than 4,300 prison officers have been recruited, staffing
levels are at their highest since 2012, and there has been a
significant focus on prisoner rehabilitation.

e Launching the Education and Employment strategy last year, which focuses
prison regimes on rehabilitation and helps set each prisoner on a path
to employment for when they are released.

e Reforming the Parole Board to increase transparency, improve the process
for victims and, crucially, introducing a reconsideration mechanism to
allow any seriously flawed release decision by the Parole Board to be
looked at again without the need for judicial review.

e Unveiling the Victims Strategy, which ensures support for victims is
aligned to the changing nature of crime, and boosts services at every
stage of the justice system.

e Launching a consultation on no fault divorce, to remove the acrimony
created by forcing couples to attribute blame when a marriage ends.

e A draft Domestic Abuse Bill, which represents the most comprehensive
package ever to tackle abuse, better support victims, and bring more
offenders to justice.

e Launching a new vision for the future of legal aid, including £5 million
of funding for technical innovation and £3 million to support litigants
in person. This Legal Support Action Plan followed the Post
Implementation Review of LASPO reforms, prioritising early intervention
and broadening the types of support people can access.

e Moving more court processes online, saving time and money as part of the
government’s ambitious £1 billion court reform programme, bringing new
technology and modern ways of working to the justice system. This
includes a new fully accessible online civil money claims service giving
the public the ability to make small claims online — with more than
37,000 claims made since its launch in March and user satisfaction at
90% — and a new system for applying for divorce online, which has cut
errors in application forms from 40% to less than 1%.

e Investing £15 million in the court estate on more than 170 wide-ranging
improvement works across a number of sites before the end of the
financial year.



e Introducing the “Upskirting” Bill, protecting victims by making this
invasive behaviour a criminal offence punishable by 2 years in prison.

e Publishing a Female Offender Strategy which delivers dedicated support
to vulnerable female offenders — diverting them away from short prison
sentences wherever possible. This includes £5 million of funding in
community services as well as establishing five pilot residential
women’s centres across England and Wales.

e Introducing 3 new justice bills into law:

o The Prisons (Interference with Wireless Telegraphy) Bill means
mobile network operators can now detect, block and investigate
illegal phone use in prisons — joining the government in the fight
against criminals who fuel violence behind bars.

o The Assaults on Emergency Workers (Offences) Bill doubled the
maximum prison sentence from 6 to 12 months for anyone found guilty
of assaulting a prison officer

o The Civil Liability Bill will ensure spurious or exaggerated
whiplash claims are no longer an easy payday. Compensation will be
capped, and settling claims without medical evidence will be banned
— with insurers promising to pass on savings to hard-pressed
motorists through lower insurance premiums.

Press release: Whitehall loses one of
its best and brightest — Charles Farr

Charles Farr, one of Whitehall’s most influential figures in UK national
security, has died following a period of illness. He passed away on Friday
afternoon.

Throughout his time in government, Charles Farr held a variety of senior
posts and played an integral role in protecting the UK and its citizens from
acute threats.

In his most recent position as Chairman of the Joint Intelligence Committee,
he was responsible for the coordination of inter-departmental security
intelligence assessments and was a trusted adviser to senior ministers.

Prior to this, he was Director General of the Office for Security and Counter
Terrorism at the Home Office, from 2007-2015, where he delivered cross-
government strategies and institutional reforms to combat terrorism and
organised crime.

Charles’s contributions have been recognised on a number of occasions by the
Queen, who approved a Knighthood for him before he died.
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Prime Minister, Theresa May, said:

Charles was an outstanding public servant who dedicated his life to
national security. As Home Secretary and Prime Minister, I valued

his commitment, expertise and advice enormously. He will be greatly
missed by his family, friends and all of those who worked with him.

Cabinet Secretary, Sir Mark Sedwill, said:

Charles and I worked together over many years and his rigorous
judgement, penetrating analysis and natural authority will truly be
missed. He dedicated his entire career to keeping our citizens safe
and the country secure, and the nation owes him a huge debt.

Our thoughts and prayers are with his family at this sad time.

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and Minister for the Cabinet Office,
David Lidington, said:

Charles was committed to making this country a better and safer
place, and I feel a great sense of gratitude for the tireless
efforts he made throughout his career. Government has lost a true
asset and those who worked with him have lost a mentor and a
friend.

Notes to editors

A new Chairman of the Joint Intelligence Committee will be announced in due
course. In the interim, his position will be overseen by Sir Simon Gass, a
career diplomat and currently Commandant of the Royal College of Defence
Studies.

Press release: Travel agent boss
disqualified after misusing £700,000

Incorporated in April 1998, Diamond Shortbreak Holidays Limited traded in
Market Harborough as a travel agent and holiday company.

Jamie Alex Tann (37), from Wallasey, Merseyside, joined the company in June
2013 when he was appointed as a director on Companies House, working as the
travel agent’s Financial Director.
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But four years after his appointment, it was discovered that Jamie Tann was
responsible for a payment worth £25,000 that hadn’t reached a supplier.

Jamie Tann'’s employment with the travel agent was terminated before the
Diamond Shortbreak Holidays entered into administration in March 2017. The
company entered into liquidation in February 2018 and caused job losses both
in the UK and in South Africa. Creditors were also owed money to the value of
more than £10 million.

The Insolvency Service looked into the causes of the company’s failure and
found that between March 2015 and January 2017 Jamie Tann had misappropriated
funds belonging to Diamond Shortbreak Holidays worth at least £713,000.

Investigators spoke to Jamie Tann, who said that he had used the
misappropriated funds to conduct foreign exchange trades and that all of the
money was lost.

Further enquiries found that he caused Diamond Shortbreak Holidays to make

payments due to the travel agent’s creditors into third party bank accounts,
while also creating false payment requests from Diamond Shortbreak Holidays'’
foreign exchange provider, which he paid either to himself or a third party.

He also received funds due to Diamond Shortbreak Holidays and paid them into
accounts not belonging to the company, while failing to pay the funds back to
the travel agent.

On 6 December 2018, Jamie Tann signed a disqualification undertaking, which
was accepted by the Secretary of State, and effective from 27 December 2018,
he is banned for 11 years from directly or indirectly becoming involved,
without the permission of the court, in the promotion, formation or
management of a company.

Martin Gitner, Deputy Head of Insolvent Investigations for the Insolvency
Service said:

Jamie Tann was appointed to a position of trust at the company.
However, he used that privilege to misuse hundreds and thousands of
pounds on what turned out to be unsuccessful foreign exchange
trades.

11 years is a substantial ban and should serve as a warning to
others that if you misuse company funds then we can have you struck
off the register of company directors.

Mr Tann, date of birth July 1981 and he resides in Wallasey, Merseyside.

DIAMOND SHORTBREAK HOLIDAYS LIMITED (Company number 03546467)

A disqualification undertaking has the effect that without specific



permission of a court, a person with a disqualification cannot:

e act as a director of a company

e take part, directly or indirectly, in the promotion, formation or
management of a company or limited liability partnership

e be a receiver of a company’'s property

Disqualification undertakings are the administrative equivalent of a
disqualification order but do not involve court proceedings.

Persons subject to a disqualification order are bound by a range of other
restrictions.

The Insolvency Service administers the insolvency regime, investigating all
compulsory liquidations and individual insolvencies (bankruptcies) through
the Official Receiver to establish why they became insolvent. It may also use
powers under the Companies Act 1985 to conduct confidential fact-finding
investigations into the activities of live limited companies in the UK. In
addition, the agency deals with disqualification of directors in corporate
failures, assesses and pays statutory entitlement to redundancy payments when
an employer cannot or will not pay employees, provides banking and investment
services for bankruptcy and liquidation estate funds and advises ministers
and other government departments on insolvency law and practice.

Further information about the work of the Insolvency Service, and how to
complain about financial misconduct, is available.

You can also follow the Insolvency Service on:

News story: Apply to the Attorney
General’s London A, B or C Panel of
junior counsel

The Attorney General is seeking to appoint new members to three of his panels
of junior counsel, the London A, B and C panel, to undertake civil work for
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government departments.
The next competition will open on Tuesday 19 February 2019.

Membership of the London panels is open to both barristers and solicitors
with the appropriate qualifications. There is a wide variety of expertise
required, not just in public law, to meet the needs of government across the
civil courts and tribunals.

Please see the attached flyer (MS Word Document, 56.5KB) publicising a
seminar to be held on Tuesday 5 March for anyone considering making an
application this spring.

Published 18 February 2019

News story: Now open: 2019 Groceries
Sector Survey

At

Groceres. Coce
Adudicator | would like your opinion on
retailer compliance with the
Groceries Supply Code of
Practice (GSCOP)

The Groceries Code Adjudicator’s (GCA) sixth annual survey is now open until
23 April 2019.

Completing the survey

This is your opportunity to give the GCA your opinion on retailer compliance
with the Groceries Supply Code of Practice (GSCoP) in the last 12 months.

The survey is an important source of information for the GCA about current
retailer practices and changes over the past 12 months. The information you
provide helps the GCA focus her attention for the year ahead.

All the information you provide is treated in strict confidence. All answers
are collated and analysed by YouGov and respondents are not identified to the
GCA without their prior consent.
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Results

The results of the survey will be presented at the GCA Conference on Monday
24 June 2019 and you can now register for the conference.

Questions

If you have any questions about the survey, please get in touch either by
email enquiries@groceriescode.gov.uk or phone 020 3738 6537.

Published 18 February 2019
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