
PM address to the nation: 31 January
2020

Tonight we are leaving the European Union

For many people this is an astonishing moment of hope, a moment they thought
would never come

And there are many of course who feel a sense of anxiety and loss

And then of course there is a third group – perhaps the biggest – who had
started to worry that the whole political wrangle would never come to an end

I understand all those feelings, and our job as the government – my job – is
to bring this country together now and take us forward

And the most important thing to say tonight is that this is not an end but a
beginning

This is the moment when the dawn breaks and the curtain goes up on a new act
in our great national drama

And yes it is partly about using these new powers – this recaptured
sovereignty – to deliver the changes people voted for

Whether that is by controlling immigration or creating freeports or
liberating our fishing industry or doing free trade deals

Or simply making our laws and rules for the benefit of the people of this
country

And of course I think that is the right and healthy and democratic thing to
do

Because for all its strengths and for all its admirable qualities, the EU has
evolved over 50 years in a direction that no longer suits this country

And that is a judgment that you, the people, have now confirmed at the polls

Not once but twice

And yet this moment is far bigger than that

It is not just about some legal extrication

It is potentially a moment of real national renewal and change

This is the dawn of a new era in which we no longer accept that your life
chances – your family’s life chances – should depend on which part of the
country you grow up in
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This is the moment when we really begin to unite and level up

Defeating crime, transforming our NHS, and with better education, with superb
technology

And with the biggest revival of our infrastructure since the Victorians

We will spread hope and opportunity to every part of the UK

And if we can get this right I believe that with every month that goes by we
will grow in confidence not just at home but abroad

And in our diplomacy, in our fight against climate change,

In our campaigns for human rights or female education or free trade we will
rediscover muscles that we have not used for decades

The power of independent thought and action

Not because we want to detract from anything done by our EU friends – of
course not

We want this to be the beginning of a new era of friendly cooperation

Between the EU and an energetic Britain.

A Britain that is simultaneously a great European power

And truly global in our range and ambitions

And when I look at this country’s incredible assets

Our scientists, our engineers, our world-leading universities, our armed
forces

When I look at the potential of this country waiting to be unleashed

I know that we can turn this opportunity into a stunning success

And whatever the bumps in the road ahead

I know that we will succeed

We have obeyed the people

We have taken back the tools of self-government

Now is the time to use those tools to unleash the full potential of this
brilliant country and to make better the lives of everyone in every corner of
our United Kingdom.



An update on the Presidency of UK
COP26: 31 January 2020

Claire Perry O’Neill will no longer be UK COP26 President.

The Prime Minister is grateful to Claire for her work preparing for what will
be a very successful and ambitious climate change summit in Glasgow in
November.

Preparations will continue at pace for the summit, and a replacement will be
confirmed shortly.

Going forward, this will be a ministerial role.

Published 31 January 2020

Northern Ireland Troubles-related
incident victims payments scheme

The Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, the Rt Hon Julian Smith CBE MP,
has today signed new legislation establishing a victims payments scheme.

This scheme acknowledges the harm caused to those people injured through no
fault of their own in the Troubles through annual payments of c. £2,000 to
£10,000 for the rest of their lives.

Following consultation, changes have been made to the scheme to increase the
number of injured people who will qualify, and to benefit spouses and carers
looking after those who were seriously injured. It will not apply to those
who were injured due to their own actions or who committed serious criminal
offences. An independent judge-led board will make decisions on whether
payments should be made where there is compelling evidence that a payment
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would not be appropriate.

Secretary of State Julian Smith said: “The Troubles had a devastating impact
on many, and the time has come to implement a victims payments scheme to
deliver for those who need it most and for those injured through no fault of
their own.

“I would like to pay tribute to the courage of those people who have fought
long and hard to see such a scheme.

“We have talked about this for long enough. It is time to get it done.”

The Troubles had a profound and often devastating impact on too many people,
in Northern Ireland and beyond. When we speak about the Troubles we rightly
talk about the many violent deaths, but it is also vital that we do not
overlook the harm caused to those who were seriously injured in Troubles
incidents.

Many of the people who were injured have to live with a daily reminder of the
impact of that terrible event or events – whether through loss of mobility,
loss of limbs, psychological trauma or some other life limiting health
condition or disability.

Following the recent consultation, the Secretary of State has introduced new
rules for the scheme, so that the needs of those injured in the Troubles
through no fault of their own receive the recognition that they deserve.

The new scheme will mean:

*The payment can be transferred to a spouse, civil partner, cohabiting
partner, registered carer or anyone who provided a substantial amount of care
on a regular basis for ten years on death of the injured person.

*The date parameters for the scheme will be Jan 1966 – Apr 2010, but an
independent Board will also have discretion to consider applications for
incidents outside these dates which they consider it would be in line with
the purpose of the scheme to include.

*Awards may only be adjusted for historic compensation where that historic
compensation is higher than a threshold.

*Payments through the scheme will not impact income-related benefits or tax
(including income tax, capital gains tax and inheritance tax).

*Anyone injured anywhere in the UK who meet the other eligibility criteria
will be eligible for the scheme (regardless of residency). And any UK
citizen, or person of NI, injured in Europe will be eligible.

The discussions and delay of the past few years have gone on long enough. The
time has come to get this done and deliver for those people who will benefit
most.

The new Regulations will mean that from May, victims can apply for payments,



and the system has been designed to support those seriously injured and
traumatised in the Troubles.

This new scheme and legislation being introduced today puts victims and their
needs at the heart of Government’s approach to dealing with the legacy of the
Troubles.

Click here for more more information on the regulations

Possible Israeli annexation of the
West Bank: Foreign Secretary statement

Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab has responded to reports that Israel could
begin to immediately apply Israeli laws over the Jordan valley and key
strategic areas of the West Bank.

Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab said:

The United Kingdom is concerned by reports of possible moves toward
annexation of parts of the West Bank by Israel. Any such unilateral
moves would be damaging to renewed efforts to re-start peace
negotiations, and contrary to international law. Any changes to the
status quo cannot be taken forward without an agreement negotiated
by the parties themselves.

Further information
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Construction of Helston’s new
£2million flood defence begins this
month

St Johns Road, Helston, 22 January 1988

The Environment Agency will hold a public drop-in session on Thursday 6
February 2019 at the Old Cattle Market, Helston from 2.30pm to 6.30pm.

At the drop-in you will be able meet the team behind the new Helston (River
Cober) flood defence scheme and find out more about the construction plans
and timescales.

The Environment Agency will start work on the new £2million scheme this
month. It will include new flood defences along the east side of the River
Cober, a road ramp at the end of Mill Lane, earth embankment from Mill Lane
to St Johns Road Bridge and rendered flood wall from St Johns Road Bridge to
County Bridge.

The combined benefit of the new Helston scheme and the recently completed Loe
Bar scheme means a total of 121 homes in Helston will be better protected
from flooding.

St Johns Road, Helston, 15 February 1979

Environment Agency Project Manager David Harker said:

We are delighted to be building this flood defence scheme for the
residents of Helston. Helston has a long history of flooding from
the River Cober and Loe Pool. Once complete these defences combined
with the defence at Loe bar will reduce flood risk to 1 in 100
years. We hope people will come along on Thursday to meet us and
see how we plan to build the scheme.
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The Environment Agency has appointed Kier as the principal contractor on
site. Kier will start work in February and expect to finish construction in
autumn this year, with final planting during the winter season.
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