E-seminar: Screening for GMOs in
consignments of rice and rice products

News story

This e-seminar describes best practice in screening for GMOs in consignments
of rice and rice products originating from China

This e-seminar provides an introduction to current official methods employed
when screening for GMOs in consignments of rice and rice products originating
from China. Background to the issue, legislation relevant to the regulation
of GMOs, as well as guidance and best practice on the implementation of the
official methods is described. An explanation of the interpretation of
results, information on recognised sources of appropriate reference
materials, and advice on experimental design are also provided.

The e-seminar is intended for individuals working in official control
laboratories, the food industry and those involved with the UK official
control system.

The production of this e-seminar was co-funded by the UK Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), the Food Standards Agency, Food
Standards Scotland and the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial
Strategy (BEIS) via the Government Chemist Programme, under the Joint
Knowledge Transfer Framework for Food Standards and Food Safety Analysis.

Screening for GMOs in consignments of rice and rice products originating from
China
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vital boost

e Government responds to consultation on raising accessibility standards
in new homes

e Confirms next steps on plans to raise minimum accessibility requirements

e Leading stakeholders welcome “positive step”

New homes will be more accessible for older and disabled people as the
government today (29 July) confirms plans to raise the accessibility standard
following full consultation of proposals.

The raising accessibility standards for new homes consultation proposed
staying with the existing framework for accessible housing, reconsidering the
way existing standards are used or raising the minimum standard. We are now
committing to raising the minimum standard, giving people the dignity and
security they deserve in their homes.

Raising the minimum accessibility standard will require all new homes to have
step-free access to all entrance level rooms and facilities as well as
further features to make homes more easily adaptable over time, supporting
people to live independent lives.

Since 2010 we have given councils over £4.5 billion to deliver almost half a
million home adaptations. Current planning rules already mean councils must
consider the needs of older and disabled people when planning for new homes.

This change means older and disabled people can live more independently in
their own homes, with greater choice and control over their lives, and be
able to work, socialise and contribute to society as fully as possible. It
will ‘future proof’ new homes for successive generations, saving costs
associated with moving or adapting homes.

Minister for Rough Sleeping and Housing Eddie Hughes said:
Older and disabled people must have homes which are suitable for
their needs, and allow them to live comfortably and independently.

This consultation has made clear raising the accessibility standard
of new homes is supported not just by people who use accessible
homes, but by industry and wider stakeholders as well.

With that mandate, we are forging ahead with the next steps to make

this a reality.

Holly Holder, Co-Chair of the Housing Made for Everyone (HoME) coalition,
said:
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We warmly welcome the government’s decision to raise the minimum
accessibility standard as a positive step towards resolving the
significant shortage of accessible and adaptable new homes in this
country.

Raising the standard of accessibility has the potential to change
millions of lives but only if executed well and with very limited
exceptions to the way the revised regulation is applied. Homes with
higher accessibility standards benefit everyone, particularly
disabled people and older people, and disadvantage no one.

Christina McGill, Co-Chair of the Housing Made for Everyone (HoME) coalition,
said:

The need for accessible homes is going to grow significantly over
the next 20 years as our population ages. Improving mandatory
access standards will remove many of the barriers currently
limiting the number of accessible homes being built and help
deliver the right quality of homes for everyone.

We look forward to further discussions with the government on the
next phase of consultation. This must be carried out with urgency
and address the finer details needed to deliver on the promise of
housing that is suitable and accessible for people throughout their
lives.

Kerry Thompson, disability blogger/influencer, said:

Today’'s announcement will bring in welcome changes to accessibility
standards in new homes.

Living in an accessible Habinteg Housing Association home myself, I
know first-hand just how beneficial they can be for a disabled
person. For me it makes the difference between just existing and
having a life to live. An accessible home can enable greater
independence.

The accessible adaptable standard will make adaptations more
achievable and economically beneficial and in the long term will
alleviate pressures on health and social care services and budgets.

I am looking forward to seeing the progress that comes from these
changes because living in an accessible home shouldn’t be seen as a
luxury.

Responses were significantly in favour of raising the minimum accessibility
standard. From over 400 responses to the consultation, an overwhelming 98%
supported government’s intention to raise accessibility standards of new



homes. The most favoured options were the two that included mandating a
higher accessibility standard.

A second consultation will be carried out in due course. It will cover the
detail of the regulatory changes, including updates to statutory guidance as
well as the circumstances where exceptions to applying the higher standard
will apply.

Robotic superhero meets identical twin
in fusion energy machine

A Jenga-playing robot with a human touch used to maintain a fusion energy
machine — where temperatures can be hotter than the sun — has been reunited
with its identical superhero twin for the first time since 1999.

Both known as MASCOT, the highly dextrous manipulators are being put through
their paces in a series of practice ‘rescue missions’, where each saves its
stranded sibling to limit potential disruption to world-leading fusion energy
research at the UK Atomic Energy Authority (UKAEA), Oxfordshire.

The development of ‘self-recovering’ robots to go where humans can’t, is key
to making fusion energy a safe, sustainable, low-carbon energy source for
generations to come.

The £1.5 million, 32-month project has been funded by the EUROfusion
programme and worked on by over 40 engineers at UKAEA’s robotics laboratory,
RACE (Remote Applications in Challenging Environments) to support future
science experiments on fusion energy machines including JET and its
successor, ITER, in the south of France along with fusion powerplants.

Gary Hermon, Remote Handling Lead Technologist at UKAEA, said: “Robotic
systems are an integral part of putting fusion energy on the grid for the
design and maintenance of future fusion powerplants. We can’t afford to have
a robot that gets stuck!

“The second MASCOT is now in place to train our remote handling team in
rescue tasks ensuring its twin can always be saved when working on the
maintenance of JET, our machine where EUROfusion researchers set a sustained
fusion energy record announced earlier this year.”

JET is the currently the only fusion energy machine in the world that uses
remote handling and robotics for maintenance, placing the UK at the forefront
of this technology and expertise.

The meeting of the two MASCOTs is shown in this video where engineers compete
in a game of Jenga to hone their skills.
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Each MASCOT has two arms with grippers that can operate over 900 bespoke
tools. The MASCOTs are each deployed into JET — or its replica training
vessel — on the end of an articulated 12-metre boom, driven by UKAEA’s remote
handing team from a control room fitted out with live camera feeds and VR
screens for additional precision views.

Skilled operators use two robot arms to control each MASCOT as it performs
tasks including replacing tiles, welding, cutting, dust collecting and
surveying to maintain UKAEA’s fusion energy machine.

Robotics and other advanced technologies developed for fusion are expected to
be useful for applications across other sectors such as nuclear
decommissioning, space exploration, mining, healthcare and transport.

To find out more about remote handling and robotics at UKAEA, visit
race.ukaea.uk.

Companies House London office and
counter services will not be re-

opening

News story

The Companies House London office and our counter services in Belfast,
Edinburgh and Cardiff will not be re-opening.

In response to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, the Companies House
office in London and the public counters in Cardiff, Belfast and Edinburgh
were closed.

Working with customers, we’ve put new ways in place to submit documents,
enhancing our digital offering and reducing reliance on public counters.
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As we continue to transform our services to provide a truly modern and
digital service, it’'s been decided that our public counters will not re-open.

This means that the Companies House office in London, which has been closed
since March 2020, will also not be re-opening.

It’s quicker and easier to file information online. QOur online services are
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Watch our YouTube videos for guidance on how to use our online services.
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ASOS, Boohoo and Asda investigated
over fashion ‘green’ claims

e CMA to get to the bottom of whether the firms’ green claims are
misleading customers

e Wider investigation into fashion sector to continue as the CMA will also
consider whether to put additional firms under the microscope

e CMA interim Chief Executive says: “Should we find these companies are
using misleading eco claims, we won’'t hesitate to take enforcement
action — through the courts if necessary”

The Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) will be scrutinising eco-friendly
and sustainability claims made by ASOS, Boohoo and George at Asda about their
fashion products, including clothing, footwear, and accessories. The move
comes as part of its ongoing investigation into potential greenwashing and
follows concerns around the way the firms’ products are being marketed to
customers as eco-friendly.

In January this year, the CMA turned its eye to the fashion sector, where an
estimated £54 billion is spent by consumers annually, and its initial review
identified concerns around potentially misleading green claims. These
included a number of companies creating the impression that their products
were ‘sustainable’ or better for the environment — for example by making
broad claims about the use of recycled materials in new clothing — with
little to no information about the basis for those claims or exactly which
products they related to.

Today, the CMA has launched investigations into ASOS, Boohoo and George to
get to the bottom of its concerns. Among other things, these include whether:

e the statements and language used by the businesses are too broad and
vague, and may create the impression that clothing collections — such as
the ‘Responsible edit’ from ASOS, Boohoo'’s current ‘Ready for the
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Future’ range, and ‘George for Good’ — are more environmentally
sustainable than they actually are

e the criteria used by some of these businesses to decide which products
to include in these collections may be lower than customers might
reasonably expect from their descriptions and overall presentation — for
example, some products may contain as little as 20% recycled fabric

e some items have been included in these collections when they do not meet
the criteria

e there is a lack of information provided to customers about products
included in any of the companies’ eco ranges, such as missing
information about what the fabric is made from

e any statements made by the companies about fabric accreditation schemes
and standards are potentially misleading, such as a lack of clarity as
to whether the accreditation applies to particular products or to the
firm’s wider practices

Sarah Cardell, interim Chief Executive of the CMA, said:

People who want to ‘buy green’ should be able to do so confident
that they aren’t being misled. Eco-friendly and sustainable
products can play a role in tackling climate change, but only if
they are genuine.

We’ll be scrutinising green claims from ASOS, Boohoo and George at
Asda to see if they stack up. Should we find these companies are
using misleading eco claims, we won’t hesitate to take enforcement
action — through the courts if necessary.

This is just the start of our work in this sector and all fashion
companies should take note: look at your own practices and make
sure they are in line with the law.

The CMA has written to the 3 firms outlining its concerns and will use its
information gathering powers to obtain evidence to progress its
investigation. How the review develops will depend on the CMA’s assessment of
the evidence before it. Possible outcomes include securing undertakings from
the companies to change the way they operate, taking the firms to court, or
closing the case without further action.

The move comes after the CMA published its Green Claims Code in September
2021. The code aims to help businesses understand how to communicate their
green credentials, while avoiding the risk of misleading shoppers.

The CMA’s wider investigation into misleading environmental claims is ongoing
and other sectors will come under review in due course.

1. ASOS sells fashion items through the website ASOS.com. George at Asda
sells fashion items online at direct.asda.com/george and in store.
Boohoo sells fashion items through a number of websites, including
Boohoo.com, BoohooMan.com, DorothyPerkins.com, Oasisfashion.com and
PrettyLittleThing.com.
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. The CMA is at the initial stage of its investigation. Accordingly, it
should not be assumed that any business under investigation has broken
consumer protection law.

. The key piece of consumer protection legislation relevant to the CMA’s
Green Claims Code, and to the enforcement cases announced today, is the
Consumer Protection from Unfair Trading Regulations 2008 (CPRs). The
CPRs contain a general prohibition against unfair commercial practices
and specific prohibitions against misleading actions and misleading
omissions.

. Examples and case studies can be found in the CMA’'s The Green Claims
Code: Environmental Claims on Goods and Services.

. Read more about how the CMA is supporting low carbon growth in its
2022/23 Annual Plan.

. Media enquiries should be directed to press@cma.gov.uk or 020 3738 6460.
. ALl enquiries from the general public should be directed to the CMA’s
General Enquiries team on general.enquiries@cma.gov.uk or 020 3738 6000.
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