ESFA Update: 1 April 2020

e Only go outside for food, health reasons or work (but only if you cannot
work from home)

e If you go out, stay 2 metres (6ft) away from other people at all times

e Wash your hands as soon as you get home

Do not meet others, even friends or family.

You can spread the virus even if you don’t have symptoms.

Home Office grants £14 million funding
for security at Jewish institutions

The Home Office has granted the Community Security Trust (CST) £14 million
for security measures to help keep members of the Jewish community safe in
their daily lives.

The grant will cover protective security for the next financial year at
Jewish institutions such as schools and synagogues.

CST, a charity that monitors and helps protect against antisemitism, recorded
1,805 antisemitic incidents in the UK in 2019, a 7% increase on the previous
year.

Home Secretary Priti Patel said:
Antisemitic incidents are not just an attack on the Jewish
community, but on everyone who believes in a free and open society.
This funding will help Jewish people practise their religion and
way of life without fear of attack or persecution.

Minister for Countering Extremism Baroness Williams said:

No one should feel afraid for practising their religion. We are
committed to ensuring our places of worship remain safe spaces for
worship, contemplation and reflection.

Only by working together can we ensure that hateful behaviour like
antisemitism can be fully eliminated from our society.
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The grant was introduced in 2015 following a series of terror attacks against
Jewish targets across Europe. It has been renewed yearly following security
assessments by the Home Office.

CST Chief Executive David Delew said:

The British Jewish community is deeply grateful for the renewal of
Home Office funding for security guards at Jewish schools and other
communal premises facing the continuing threat of terrorism.

CST will continue managing this grant, which alleviates a serious
financial security burden from Jewish communities across the
country.

Most of the funding will go towards protective measures for Jewish schools.
While the funding period commences today (April 1), all synagogues remain
closed and schools only remain open for the children of those conducting
essential work, as part of government efforts to tackle coronavirus
(COVID-19).

In addition to the protective security grant, the Home Office also runs the
Places of Worship Scheme, which provides funding to improve physical security
for non-Jewish places of worship.

The Home Office has also recently launched a consultation to see what more
can be done by the government to improve security for faith groups.

Planning Inspectorate Coronavirus
(COVID-19) Update

We are continuing to work through the implications to our casework and our
workforce in response to the developing coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

Like many in the planning system, we have been making difficult decisions to
balance the processing of casework whilst ensuring the safety and wellbeing
of our Inspectors and casework staff. All casework events in the near future
including site visits, hearings and inquiries have been postponed and our
staff are working from home as the Bristol office building is

closed. Although keeping casework moving is extremely important, our top
priority is to ensure the wellbeing of our staff and the public. These
arrangements will continue while the UK government advice on social
distancing remains in place.
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Trialling new technology

We will continue to find innovative ways to allow us to progress case work
fairly and robustly.

We are looking into the use of technology that enables us to continue
running planning inquiries and hearings online.

We are exploring methods like video conferencing for events. We are working
to arrive at a solution that enables casework to continue in an open, fair
and impartial way. We want to ensure everyone involved including local
communities can participate fairly and that this different way of conducting
our work does not undermine confidence in the planning system.

We have, together with the Planning and Environment Bar Association (PEBA)
recorded a joint message on the work underway.

Planning Inspectorate guidance during Coronavirus
(COVID-19)

We recently released updated guidance on how we are dealing with planning and
other case work in this highly unusual situation affecting the whole country.
We are still accepting appeals via our Appeals Casework Portal (ACP) but
cannot receive correspondence via post at present.

For planning appeals, rights of way and Commons Act 2006 cases, whilst no
site visits, hearings or inquiries are taking place at the moment, we are
actively considering whether there are types of cases that can proceed
without a site visit. Customers are advised to speak to their case officer.

Hearings and preliminary meetings for nationally significant infrastructure
projects are postponed, but as the examination process is primarily a written
one, in most cases, we are expecting to continue to make good progress. We
are continuing to consider information submitted to examinations, and we
encourage interested parties to continue to have relevant discussions and
prepare information and written submissions where it is possible and safe to
do so. Some organisations are choosing to delay their submissions. Updates of
all our national infrastructure projects are on our website.

For local plans, inspectors will continue where possible to progress the pre
and post-hearing stages of the examination, depending on the stage reached,
but there will be delays as local plan hearings are not currently able to
take place.

Clearly the situation caused by the coronavirus (COVID-19) is having a
significant impact to the planning sector. We will continue to monitor the
situation and adapt as necessary. We are also providing support to our
sponsor department, the Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local
Government with experts from our organisation to assist with central
government efforts.
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National Minimum and Living Wage
increases come into effect

e Only go outside for food, health reasons or work (but only if you cannot
work from home)

e If you go out, stay 2 metres (6ft) away from other people at all times

e Wash your hands as soon as you get home

Do not meet others, even friends or family.

You can spread the virus even if you don’t have symptoms.

Academy for Social Justice events
announcement

e Only go outside for food, health reasons or work (but only if you cannot
work from home)

e If you go out, stay 2 metres (6ft) away from other people at all times

e Wash your hands as soon as you get home

Do not meet others, even friends or family.

You can spread the virus even if you don’t have symptoms.
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