
New acting traffic commissioner for
the west Midlands appointed

News story

Secretary of State for Transport Grant Shapps has appointed an acting traffic
commissioner for England and Wales.

Miles Dorrington will be taking on the role as acting traffic commissioner,
under paragraph 5A of Schedule 2 to the Public Passenger Vehicles Act 1981,
following the decision by Nick Denton to retire from the role.

Where the office of any traffic commissioner becomes vacant, the Secretary of
State may appoint a person to act as a traffic commissioner for England and
Wales pending the appointment of a new traffic commissioner.

The Senior Traffic Commissioner, Richard Turfitt, has deployed Miles
Dorrington as traffic commissioner for the west Midlands from 22 August 2022.
This temporary appointment will terminate once a new traffic commissioner
takes up the post on a permanent basis.

The role of the traffic commissioners

Traffic commissioners are responsible for the licensing and regulation of
bus, coach and goods vehicle operators, and registration of local bus
services.

Where appropriate, they can call operators to a public inquiry to examine
concerns about vehicle and driver safety.

They also deal with professional drivers at conduct hearings.
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Leicestershire anglers fined for
illegal fishing trips

Two men from Leicestershire have been found guilty of fishing illegally on
separate occasions this year.

A court heard that on 24 March 2022, Kieran Wood from Leicester had been
fishing on the River Soar in Leicester in the close season and without a
licence.

Coarse fishing is prohibited in some of England’s waterways from 15 March to
15 June (inclusive) each year to protect vulnerable fish stocks while they
are spawning.

In a separate case Thomas Roberts from Shepshed was found guilty of fishing
without a licence at Butterley Reservoir, Derbyshire in February this year.

Both cases were brought to Northampton Magistrates’ Court by the Environment
Agency on 1 August 2022.

Kieran Wood, 32, was proved guilty in absence and ordered to pay a total
penalty of £619. The penalty includes a fine of £440 (£220 for each offence),
costs of £135 and a victim surcharge of £44.

Thomas Roberts, 24, pleaded guilty and was ordered to pay a total penalty of
£289. The penalty includes a fine of £120, costs of £135 and a victim
surcharge of £34.

Michael Alcott, Fisheries Enforcement Officer at the Environment Agency,
said:

Kieran Wood and Thomas Roberts have been rightly punished for the
illegal fishing they undertook in Leicester and Butterley Reservoir
respectively.

Illegal fishing undermines the Environment Agency’s efforts to
protect fish stocks and make fishing sustainable.  Money raised
from fishing licence sales is used to protect and improve fish
stocks and fisheries, benefitting anglers and, for those caught
cheating the system, we will always prosecute.

These cases show how seriously the courts take these offences and
we hope the high penalties will act as a deterrent to any angler
who is thinking of breaking the laws and byelaws we have in place
across England.
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Anyone can report illegal fishing activities to the Environment Agency
incident hotline 24/7 on 0800 807060.

MHRA and CAP take action against
illegal ‘hayfever jab’ adverts online

Following several high-profile rulings by the Advertising Standards
Authority, the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) and
the Committees of Advertising Practice (CAP) have issued a joint enforcement
notice about the advertising of Kenalog injections on social media.

This enforcement notice warns all organisations offering Kenalog as a
hayfever treatment to stop advertising it in any of their social media or
website advertising.

Kenalog is a prescription-only medicine (POM), which must not be directly or
indirectly advertised to the public. Kenalog is not licensed for the
treatment of hayfever in the UK, although it is offered by some beauty and
aesthetics clinics, under the personal responsibility of an individual
prescriber, and advertised widely on social media.

Now, advertisers must ensure that all references to Kenalog in the text,
images or emojis on social media are removed, as well as commonly-used
descriptive phrases for the jab such as ‘hayfever injection’ or hayfever jab’
or any account names, testimonials or memes by 29 August 2022. After this
date, the CAP’s compliance team will remove non-compliant ads using targeted
software and those who continue to promote it may be referred to the MHRA for
further enforcement action.

Kenalog is the brand name for triamcinolone acetonide and is a steroid
injection that is licensed as a medicine for a number of conditions, though
not for the treatment of hayfever.

Claire Tilstone, Head of Advertising at MHRA said:

Social media offers a powerful advertising tool for clinics but
they must remain aware of the rules that surround it for medicines.

The advertising of prescription-only medicines in the UK is banned
under UK advertising law and so clinics should now urgently review
their websites and social media to ensure that they are not
advertising the prescription-only medicine Kenalog, to avoid
further enforcement action.

We would urge anyone who sees a clinic advertising it, to report it
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either to the MHRA or the Advertising Standards Authority, and
always to consult a qualified healthcare professional to discuss
options for hayfever treatment.

Shahriar Coupal, Director of CAP, has said:

Our enforcement notice, published jointly with the Medicines and
Healthcare products Regulatory Agency, makes it abundantly clear
that Kenalog, as a prescription-only-medicine, should not be
directly or indirectly advertised to the public. Our rules apply
across media, but we are particularly concerned about the
prevalence of Kenalog injection advertising on social media.

Through our use of technology and data science, we will proactively
monitor and take enforcement action against any advertiser who does
not stick to the rules so there is a level playing field for
businesses and consumers are protected.

Notes to Editors

Kenalog is not licensed in the UK for the treatment of hayfever. A
prescriber during a consultation with a patient can make a professional
decision to prescribe a medicine outside the indications stated in the
medicine’s licence to meet the specific clinical needs of their patient.
They do this on their own personal responsibility. This further
information from the GMC and this article in MHRA Drug Safety Update
might be helpful background. During the consultation, patients should be
made aware of any risks of using a medicine ‘off-label’ in place of a
licensed treatment.
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) is
responsible for regulating all medicines and medical devices in the UK
by ensuring they work and are acceptably safe. All our work is
underpinned by robust and fact-based judgements to ensure that the
benefits justify any risks. MHRA is an executive agency of the
Department of Health and Social Care.

Join the South West Regional Flood and
Coastal Committee

Press release

An enthusiastic person with a knowledge of farming and land management is
wanted to lend their experience to managing flood risk.
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The SWRFCC makes funding decisions on flood defence schemes like Calstock and
is seeking a new member

South West Regional Flood and Coastal Committee (SWRFCC) is a regional
partnership with oversight of flood and coastal erosion risk management
across Devon, Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly.

The committee is recruiting an independent member to represent farming,
agriculture, and land management interests.

The successful applicant will help the committee understand the issues
affecting farmers and land managers. They will play a crucial role in
deciding local priorities, considering climate change impacts and approving
programmes of work. The role will also involve supporting local authorities
and the Environment Agency to work closely with farmers and communities.

SWRFCC Chair Philip Rees said:

We cannot ignore the increasing impacts that flooding and coastal
erosion are having on our region. We must also continue to seek
solutions and prepare ourselves to adapt to the effects of climate
change.

It is essential that the committee represents the communities we
serve. We are seeking enthusiastic people who have an interest and
experience in any aspect of farming, agriculture, or land
management.

This is a really valuable opportunity to help guide flood and
coastal management across the South West. This role can make a real
difference to people’s lives and the environment we live in.

The committee approves the Environment Agency’s regional flood spending and
programme of works. It raises a local levy and works with other organisations
to encourage investment and innovation to help communities in need of flood
and coastal erosion solutions.

The committee is supported by the Environment Agency and its members are
appointed by local authorities, alongside independent members with different



areas of focus.

Independent members are appointed as impartial individuals, not as
representatives of any organisation. They are expected to attend at least 4
committee meetings each year. The role is voluntary, but members can claim
reasonable expenses and, if eligible, a fixed financial loss allowance.

See the SWRFCC webpage for more about the committee. For further information
or to request an application pack, contact Kate Morton at swrfcc@environment-
agency.gov.uk. Deadline for applications is 11.59pm Monday 29 August 2022.
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Dunball Sluice to get 25 year life
extension

Press release

One of Somerset’s most important tidal defence assets is being refurbished so
it can continue protecting Bridgwater and the Somerset Levels and Moors.

Dunball Sluice near Bridgwater

A £4.2 million refurbishment scheme will refurbish or renew mechanical and
electrical components in Dunball Sluice. This sluice controls flood flows in
the King’s Sedgemoor Drain (KSD) and the River Sowy, which is also known as
the River Parrett Flood Relief Channel.

Dunball Sluice is a critical structure in the defence of the Somerset Levels
and Moors and became operational in 1971. It sits at the location where the
King’s Sedgemoor Drain (KSD) meets the tidal River Parrett. 4 gated culverts
control water levels by releasing water into the Parrett when the tide
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permits while preventing the tide from bringing saltwater into the KSD. This
would impact nationally and internationally designated freshwater habitats.

The refurbishment will also make environmental improvements to encourage the
migration of eels and improve access for otters between the KSD and the River
Parrett. Health and safety improvements for Environment Agency staff and
contractors who operate and maintain the sluice will also be completed as
part of the scheme.

Rachel Burden of the Environment Agency said:

The project will extend the life of Dunball Sluice. Reducing the
potential for failure and mitigate the risk of flooding to
properties and internationally and nationally important freshwater
habitats.

The scheme, funded by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
(Defra) with £650,000 partnership funding provided by Somerset Rivers
Authority. The scheme will begin at the end of July 2022 and is programmed to
be completed by 2024.

Work begins on creating Dunball Sluice which opened in 1971

Cllr Mike Stanton, Chair of Somerset Rivers Authority (SRA), said:

I’m delighted that the SRA is helping to make this work possible.
Dunball Sluice is a crucial facility. Refurbishing it boosts the
SRA’s own major scheme to increase the floodwater-carrying capacity
of the River Sowy and King’s Sedgemoor Drain.

Sowy-KSD works are being delivered for the SRA by the Environment
Agency up until the end of October. As partners we’re working
together to reduce flood risks across a large part of the Somerset
Levels and Moors.

The work will not have an impact on the continuing operation of the sluice
and all refurbishment works will be undertaken within the compound area.

If there is a need to move water out of the system into the Parrett but the
tidal gates can’t be used due to the state of the tide. Then temporary pumps
can be set up at the sluice to pump water over the structure and into the
river. This was last done in 2014 and upgrades have been made since to better
accommodate temporary pumps deployed from the nearby Bradney depot.
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