
Government launches NHS Test and Trace
service

NHS Test and Trace service to form a central part of the government’s
coronavirus recovery strategy
Anyone with symptoms will be tested and their close contacts will be
traced
New guidance means those who have been in close contact with someone who
tests positive must isolate for 14 days, even if they have no symptoms,
to avoid unknowingly spreading the virus

The new NHS Test and Trace service will launch tomorrow (Thursday 28 May)
across England, the government announced.

The service will help identify, contain and control coronavirus, reduce the
spread of the virus and save lives.

From tomorrow, anyone who tests positive for coronavirus will be contacted by
NHS Test and Trace and will need to share information about their recent
interactions. This could include household members, people with whom they
have been in direct contact, or within 2 metres for more than 15 minutes.

People identified as having been in close contact with someone who has a
positive test must stay at home for 14 days, even if they do not have
symptoms, to stop unknowingly spreading the virus.

If those in isolation develop symptoms, they can book a test at
nhs.uk/coronavirus or by calling 119. If they test positive, they must
continue to stay at home for 7 days or until their symptoms have passed. If
they test negative, they must complete the 14-day isolation period.

Members of their household will not have to stay at home unless the person
identified becomes symptomatic, at which point they must also self-isolate
for 14 days to avoid unknowingly spreading the virus.

Health and Social Care Secretary Matt Hancock said:

As we move to the next stage of our fight against coronavirus, we
will be able to replace national lockdowns with individual
isolation and, if necessary, local action where there are
outbreaks.

NHS Test and Trace will be vital to stopping the spread of the
virus. It is how we will be able to protect our friends and family
from infection, and protect our NHS.

This new system will help us keep this virus under control while
carefully and safely lifting the lockdown nationally.
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NHS Test and Trace brings together 4 tools to control the virus:

test: increasing availability and speed of testing will underpin NHS
Test and Trace.
trace: when someone tests positive for coronavirus the NHS Test and
Trace service will use dedicated contact tracing staff, online services
and local public health experts to identify any close recent contacts
they’ve had and alert those most at risk of having the virus who need to
self-isolate. This will be complemented by the rollout of the NHS
COVID-19 App in the coming weeks.
contain: a national Joint Biosecurity Centre will work with local
authorities and public health teams in Public Health England (PHE),
including local Directors of Public Health, to identify localised
outbreaks and support effective local responses, including plans to
quickly deploy testing facilities to particular locations. Local
authorities have been supported by £300 million of new funding to help
local authorities develop their own local outbreak control plans.
enable: government to learn more about the virus, including as the
science develops, to explore how we could go further in easing infection
control measures.

The NHS Test and Trace service, including 25,000 dedicated contact tracing
staff working with Public Health England, will have the capacity to trace the
contacts of 10,000 people who test positive for coronavirus per day and can
be scaled up if needed.

The rollout of the NHS Test and Trace service has been made possible by the
rapid expansion of testing. The largest network of diagnostic testing
facilities in British history has been created and will soon have the
capacity to carry out 200,000 tests a day. This includes 50 drive-through
sites, more than 100 mobile testing units and 3 mega laboratories.

People who are contacted by the NHS Test and Trace service will be given
clear information explaining what they must do and how they can access local
support if needed. Guidance is also available online at gov.uk/coronavirus.
This comes as the Department for Work and Pensions has announced that those
having to self-isolate will be eligible for statutory sick pay if they are
unable to work from home. This applies across the four nations of the UK.

Dido Harding, Executive Chair of NHS Test and Trace, said:

This is a brand new service which has been launched at incredible
speed and scale. NHS Test and Trace already employs over 40,000
people, both directly and through trusted partners, who are working
hard to deliver both testing and contact tracing at scale. This is
no small achievement and I am hugely grateful to everyone involved.

NHS Test and Trace will not succeed on its own – we all need to
play our part. This is why we are working hand-in-hand with
communities and local authorities across the country to tailor
support at a local level, and respond quickly to local needs. And
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we will be constantly developing and improving as we go. Together
we can help contain the virus, stop it spreading further and
ultimately save lives.

The government has also today expanded testing availability for children aged
under 5, to help support the phased opening of schools and childcare settings
in England from 1 June. From tomorrow, all symptomatic individuals in England
will be able to access a test if they need one, with all symptomatic
individuals in Wales able to book tests from Saturday.

Anyone with a new, continuous cough, a high temperature or a change in their
sense of smell or taste is asked to immediately report these symptoms and
book a test at nhs.uk/coronavirus.

A package of £300 million of new funding has been made available to local
authorities to work with NHS Test and Trace to develop local outbreak control
plans, building on the work already done so far to respond to coronavirus.
Their plans will focus on identifying and containing potential outbreaks in
places such as workplaces, housing complexes, care homes and schools,
ensuring testing capacity is deployed effectively and helping the most
vulnerable in self-isolation access essential services in their area. A new
Local Government Advisory Board has also been established to support this
work.

Professor John Newton, National Coordinator of Test and Trace, said:

At this critical point in the nation’s response to coronavirus we
are launching a service that will enable us to emerge more safely
from lockdown. To control the virus we still need to continue with
social distancing and good hygiene, but we also now have a
comprehensive test and trace service to stop new cases spreading.
This approach will allow us to gradually return to more normal
personal, social and economic lives while recognising that we have
to stay alert and respond rapidly to any advice from the new
service.

Work continues on the NHS COVID-19 app following a successful rollout on the
Isle of Wight. There has been a positive reception to the test and trace
system on the island with over 52,000 downloads in the first week.

The app, which will form a part of the NHS Test and Trace service, is due to
be launched in the coming weeks once contact tracing is up and running. It
will significantly extend the speed and reach of contact tracing, by helping
to identify those who you may not know, such as someone sitting next to you
on public transport. The app will also give powerful insights into the spread
of the virus and how to contain it.

The new service applies to England only, but we continue to work with
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland to make sure we have systems that are
coordinated across the UK.
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How NHS Test and Trace works for someone with coronavirus
symptoms

isolate: As soon as you experience coronavirus symptoms, you should1.
self-isolate for at least 7 days. Anyone else in your household should
self-isolate for 14 days from when you started having symptoms.
test: You should order a coronavirus test immediately at2.
nhs.uk/coronavirus or call 119 if you have no internet access.
results: If your test is positive you must complete the remainder of3.
your 7-day self-isolation. Anyone in your household should also complete
self-isolation for 14 days from when you started having symptoms. If
your test is negative, you and other household members no longer need to
isolate.
share contacts: If you test positive for coronavirus, the NHS Test and4.
Trace service will send you a text or email alert or call you within 24
hours with instructions of how to share details of people you have been
in close, recent contact with and places you have visited. It is
important that you respond as soon as possible so that we can give
appropriate advice to those who need it. You will be asked to do this
online via a secure website or you will be called by one of our NHS
contact tracers.

How NHS Test and Trace works for those contacted if you have been
in close contact with someone who has tested positive for
coronavirus

alert: You will be alerted by the NHS Test and Trace service if you have1.
been in close contact with someone who has tested positive for
coronavirus. The alert will come either by text or email and you’ll need
to log on to the NHS Test and Trace website, which is the easiest way
for you and the service to communicate with each other – but, if not, a
trained call handler will talk you through what you need to do. Under
18’s will get a phone call and a parent or guardian will be asked to
give permission for the call to continue.
isolate: You will be asked to begin self-isolation for up to 14 days,2.
depending on when you last came into contact with the person who has
tested positive. It’s really important to do this even if you don’t feel
unwell, because it can take up to 14 days for the symptoms to develop.
This will be crucial to avoid you unknowingly spreading the virus to
others. Your household doesn’t need to self-isolate with you, but they
must take extra care to follow the guidance on social distancing and
washing your hands.
test if needed: If you develop symptoms of coronavirus, other members of3.
your household should self-isolate at home and you should book a
coronavirus test at
[nhs.uk/coronavirus](https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
] or call 119 if you have no internet access. If your test is positive
you must continue to stay at home for 7 days. If your test is negative,
you must still complete your 14 day self-isolation period because the
virus may not be detectable yet.
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UK statement following the meeting of
the Withdrawal Agreement Specialised
Committee on the Protocol on
Gibraltar, 27 May, via video
conference

Press release

UK statement following the meeting of the Withdrawal Agreement Specialised
Committee on the Protocol on Gibraltar, 27 May, via video conference.

The first meeting of the Withdrawal Agreement Specialised Committee on
implementation of the Protocol on Gibraltar was held today, co-chaired by
officials from the UK Government and European Commission.

The Government of Gibraltar was represented by the Attorney General.

The Committee was established by the Withdrawal Agreement to facilitate the
application and implementation of the Protocol on Gibraltar.

The UK and EU exchanged updates on progress against the key elements of the
Protocol: Citizens’ Rights, Environmental Matters, Police and Customs
cooperation and Fiscal Matters.

The UK is committed to ensuring the implementation of the Protocol to provide
continued security and prosperity to Gibraltar and the region.

The UK and the EU reaffirmed their commitment to continued progress towards
the commitments outlined in the Protocol.

The co-chairs agreed that the Committee will meet again towards the end of
the year to follow the progress of implementation.
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Today’s discussions in no way affect UK sovereignty over Gibraltar, which
remains unchanged.
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UK Export Finance helps Rautomead
export to China
About the transaction: Rautomead
Sector Manufacturing
Buyer Shaanxi Sirui Advanced Materials Co., Ltd
Destination market China
UKEF support Supplier credit

Rautomead manufactures continuous casting technology for non-ferrous alloys.
It has been exporting worldwide for 35 years. The company’s continuous
casting machine will be used to produce complex copper chrome zirconium alloy
rods at Shaanxi Sirui’s factory in Baoji City.

To support their overseas sales activity Rautomead used our Supplier Credit
Financing Facility, which allows UK companies to get paid on dispatch for
their exports whilst letting buyers benefit from deferred payment terms.

To secure the deal, we provided a guarantee to the London Forfaiting Company,
enabling the lender to pay Rautomead 85% of the contract value after dispatch
and collect repayments from Shannaxi Sirui over five years.

We work with banks to provide flexible, innovative, and competitive financing
solutions. We support UK exporters, international project sponsors and buyers
of UK goods and services. Tell us about the project

COVID-19 testing data: letter to the
Office for Statistics Regulation

[unable to retrieve full-text content]Response from Matt Hancock, Secretary
of State for Health and Social Care, to a letter from Sir David Norgrove,
chair of the Office for Statistics Regulation.
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170 kilos of heroin seized by Border
Force at Heathrow

News story

More than 170 kilos of heroin has been stopped from being smuggled into the
UK by Border Force officers.

Border Force officers at Heathrow Airport have prevented an attempt to
smuggle more than 170 kilos of heroin into the UK.

The seizure, which had a potential street value of around £8.5 million,
happened on Thursday (21 May). The drugs were found in a freight consignment
consisting of 630 commercial boxes of fruit and nuts and were hidden in
envelopes concealed in the outer cardboard box walls. Each outer box
contained approximately 270 grams of heroin.

Following the seizure, the investigation was passed to the National Crime
Agency (NCA). Two men (aged 36 and 51) were arrested in the Bradford area on
Friday (22 May) on suspicion of importing Class A drugs and a third man was
arrested in Birmingham on Saturday (23 May). All three were later released
under investigation.

Minister for Immigration Compliance and the Courts Chris Philp said:

This substantial seizure was the largest class A drugs detection so
far this year by Border Force at Heathrow.

Illegal drugs fuel crime, violence and exploitation which is why
our work to prevent them reaching our communities is so vital.

Border Force will continue to work with the NCA and other law
enforcement agencies to tackle the threat and bring drug smugglers
before the courts.
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NCA Branch Commander, Mark Spoors, said:

This significant amount of heroin would have ended up on the
streets of the UK and ultimately lined the pockets of the criminals
involved in drug supply.

Despite the restrictions in place, we are continuing to work
closely with our partners at Border Force to keep the public safe
and to fight the supply of illegal drugs; dismantling crime groups
and cutting off their profits.

We remain determined in our fight against serious and organised
crime.

Border Force officers use hi-tech search equipment to combat immigration
crime and detect banned and restricted goods that smugglers attempt to bring
into the country.

Anyone with information about activity they suspect may be linked to
smuggling should call Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or go to the Report
smuggling page on GOV.UK.
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