Extra Bank Holiday to mark The Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee in 2022

e Nation will come together over a four-day Bank Holiday weekend to
celebrate The Queen’s 70 year reign

e Extensive programme of public events will mix traditional pageantry with
cutting edge technological displays

e Jubilee medal will be created and awarded to public services workers

The UK will celebrate Her Majesty The Queen’s 70th anniversary as monarch
with a blockbuster weekend of celebrations, Culture Secretary Oliver Dowden
has announced today.

The May Bank Holiday Weekend will be moved to Thursday 2 June and an
additional Bank Holiday on Friday 3 June will see a four-day weekend to
celebrate Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee — the first time any
British monarch has reached this historic milestone.

This historic event will reflect on Her Majesty’s reign, and her impact on
the UK and the world since 1952.

Activity will build across 2022 in the run up to the four day weekend, when
the eyes of the world will turn to the UK.

The four day celebrations will feature an extensive programme of events that
mix the best of British ceremonial splendour and pageantry with cutting edge
artistic and technological displays. These will be interspersed with the
traditional nationwide fanfare and celebrations.

Spectacular moments in London and other major cities will be complemented by
events in communities across the UK and the Commonwealth, allowing people to
join together in celebration and thanks at a national and local level.

Plans for the Platinum Jubilee are being developed in conjunction with some
of the UK’s leading creative minds, event organisers and world class digital
design companies. Using the talents of the UK’s cultural and creative
sectors, the programme will engage young people from across the Commonwealth
and use new technology in exciting ways.

In keeping with tradition, a Platinum Jubilee medal will be awarded to people
who work in public service including representatives of the Armed Forces, the
emergency services and the prison services. This tradition stretches back to
the reign of Queen Victoria when an official medal was designed to mark her
50th anniversary on the throne.

Culture Secretary Oliver Dowden said:

Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee will be a truly historic moment —
and one that deserves a celebration to remember.
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We can all look forward to a special, four-day Jubilee weekend,
when we will put on a spectacular, once-in-a-generation show that
mixes the best of British ceremonial splendour with cutting edge
art and technology. It will bring the entire nation and the
Commonwealth together in a fitting tribute to Her Majesty’s reign.

The commemorations are being arranged jointly with The Royal Household and
the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport.

Further details on all aspects of programming, including events and how the
public can get involved will be released in the months ahead.

2022 will be a significant year for Britain as we will also host The
Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games and Festival UK 2022, each of which will
bring a worldwide focus to the UK and will showcase the best of 21st Century
Britain.

ENDS
NOTES TO EDITORS

The design and qualifying criteria for the Platinum Jubilee medal will be
announced in due course.

Responding to the humanitarian crisis
in Yemen

Many thanks, Madam President. And thank you also to Mr Griffiths, Mr Lowcock
and Mr Beasley. I think the briefings left us in no doubt as to the scale of
the humanitarian crisis, the human crisis in Yemen and the urgent need to
find progress in terms of a political solution.

So, to Mr Griffiths first, the United Kingdom fully supports your efforts to
progress the political solution. The recent success that you described in
securing the exchange of over 1000 prisoners does demonstrate that face-to-
face dialogue can indeed lead to positive outcomes. So we encourage you, in
doing what you can, to bring the sides together to finalise the Joint
Declaration. It’s clear from everything we’ve heard today that only an end to
the violence can help us bring enduring humanitarian relief and hope to the
people of Yemen.

But as you say, Mr Griffiths, we continue to see spikes in violence — in
particular the Houthis continue to launch persistent missiles and drone
attacks at Saudi Arabia and to pursue further territorial gains in Yemen;
casting doubt over the Houthis’ commitment to peace. The recent arrival of a
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senior IRGC envoy in Sana’a underlines this point and highlights Iran’s
destabilising role in the Yemen conflict. So we urge the Houthis to refrain
from such behaviour and instead, to place their efforts into dialogue.

Another necessary step is the implementation of the Riyadh Agreement and so
the United Kingdom calls on the parties to rapidly form an inclusive cabinet
and implement the necessary military reforms.

But we heard today about the dire humanitarian situation. Several sets of
data were released last week, and it’s clear that the risk of famine 1is
growing. But as Mr Lowcock has said, this is not about data or statistics for
the people and children of Yemen, but a grim human reality. The Integrated
Food Security Phase Classification’s latest acute malnutrition analysis for
parts of southern Yemen, as we’ve heard, predicts that malnutrition in the
south is soon expected to reach its highest levels since the conflict began.

We know how bad it’s been. It’'s getting worse. By the end of 2020, the number
of children suffering acute malnutrition will grow by 10 percent — risking
the fate described just now by Mr Lowcock. And as we heard from Mr Beasley,
the World Food Programme has also assessed that food security is worsening
faster than expected.

With 40 percent of households across the country now not having enough to
eat, the dire picture makes swift action now, before it’s too late, all the
more important, particularly on the economy, humanitarian funding and
humanitarian access.

On the economy, urgent action is needed to ensure the availability and
affordability of food, as we’ve heard. At present, Yemen’'s economic problems
are escalating and driving up the prices of basic goods, such as food and
fuel and putting additional pressure on the humanitarian response. The Yemeni
Riyal has reached, as we’ve again heard today, record lows against the dollar
and the Central Bank of Yemen’s hard currency reserves are effectively
exhausted. The Government of Yemen must set out a realistic and transparent
budget whilst taking steps to avoid further inflation. External support in
the form of hard currency to the Central Bank of Yemen is also urgently
needed so that food importers can continue to bring food into their country.

The UN-led humanitarian response, again, as we heard today, remains vastly
underfunded, further driving that risk of famine. Only 43 percent of the UN's
$3.3 billion appeal has been received to date. And as a result, 12 of the
UN’s 38 major programmes in Yemen have already closed or been majorly scaled
back this year. If no further funding is received, more will close, denying
life-saving assistance to those long-suffering Yemeni children and people.

So it’s critical that donors disperse promptly and consider additional
funding for 2020. Donors must also commit new funds at the start of 2021 and
not wait for a pledging conference. For our own part, the United Kingdom has
already disbursed 81 percent of our 200 million pound commitment for this
financial year.

Shockingly, in this context, severe humanitarian access constraints,



particularly in the Houthi-controlled north, continue to hamper the
humanitarian response. Aid and humanitarian workers must be able to reach
those in need, otherwise vulnerable Yemenis will needlessly die. We also
condemn any attacks on aid workers, including the two recent incidents in
Aden.

A senior officials donor meeting is taking place this week, hosted by the
European Commission in Sweden. It is vital that we use this meeting to send a
clear message that we will not tolerate constraints on the distribution of
lifesaving assistance.

I'm grateful to the briefers for their updates on the SAFER o0il tanker. Last
month UNOPS and the Houthis agreed in principle to an assessment mission to
secure that tanker. But as Mr Griffiths has said, this issue is progressing
slower than urgency requires. We understand the revised statement of works is
due to be submitted shortly but we encourage the UN to accelerate this work
and urge the Houthis to agree to the revised plan so work can begin as soon
as possible.

Madam President, what we have heard today is an urgent call to action from
the leadership of the UN humanitarian organisations. We need to heed their
grave warnings with immediate action. Thank you.

PM hails ‘herculean effort’ of life
science companies to defeat
coronavirus

e Prime Minister discusses vaccine progress and pandemic preparedness at
meeting with Bill Gates and top life science companies.

e Ten CEOs set out huge collaborative effort to boost innovation and
manufacturing for coronavirus vaccines, treatments and diagnostics,
after positive results from the Pfizer trial.

e Participants welcome UK leadership in research, innovation and financing
to defeat the pandemic.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson hosted Bill Gates and the heads of ten leading
life science and pharmaceutical companies for a virtual discussion this
afternoon, [Tuesday 10th] to address how government, industry and civil
society can work together to defeat coronavirus and prevent future pandemics.

The CEOs of Bayer Pharmaceuticals, Boehringer Ingelheim, Bristol Myers
Squibb, GSK, Johnson & Johnson, Merck, Novartis AG, Pfizer, Roche and Sanofi
joined the meeting.
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Following yesterday'’s announcement of promising results in the Pfizer /
BioNTech vaccine trials, the CEOs described the unprecedented collaborative
effort across their industry to develop new technologies and treatments at
pace that will bring the virus under control in the UK and around the world.

They re-committed to help ensure equitable global access to any successful
COVID-19 vaccine and called for investment in R&D and support for open supply
chains and innovation.

The Prime Minister underscored the UK’s leadership in this area — such as
investing over £800 million in COVAX and other global vaccine initiatives —
and the government’s preparedness to manufacture and distribute a safe and
effective vaccine at scale in the UK.

He also outlined the UK’s five-point plan to prevent future pandemics, first
set out at UNGA, and asked for industry’s support to develop and implement
the recommendations. The plan includes creating a global network of zoonotic
disease research hubs, expanding manufacturing capacity for vaccines and
treatments, and agreeing international protocols for health crises.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson said:

Defeating coronavirus and preventing future pandemics is a truly
global endeavour, requiring ingenuity, tenacity and a spirit of
openness to succeed.

Bill Gates sounded the alarm on the world’s lack of preparation for
a major health crisis long before most of us had heard the word
‘coronavirus’ — and now we must heed his call to stop something
like this ever happening again.

I heard today about the herculean joint effort that life science
companies and research institutions are undertaking to tackle this
disease at record speed. The UK will use our G7 presidency next
year to support this global endeavour and protect our citizens at
home, now and in the future.

Addressing the roundtable, Bill Gates welcomed the commitment from life-
science companies to expand equitable access and set out why we need to take
steps now to prepare for future health emergencies.

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Co-Chair, Bill Gates, said:

Every head of state is thinking about two questions right now: How
can we end the current pandemic? And how can we prevent the next
one?

To answer those questions, the world needs a comprehensive
strategy; a coherent approach to financing and manufacturing
billions of doses of vaccines, tests and drugs; and a network to



monitor for new threats.

We're fortunate that Prime Minister Johnson has come up with a
smart plan to do just that in the UK, and our foundation will
continue to work with his government and others to make it a
reality.

Albert Bourla, Chairman and CEO of Pfizer Inc said:

During this pandemic, the only enemy is the virus, and time. We are
in a new era of collaboration for problem solving and appreciate
the Gates Foundation and Prime Minister Johnson’s leadership to
help the world be better prepared for future pandemics.

Emma Walmsley, CEO of GSK:

We very much welcome the efforts of the UK Government to address
future pandemic preparedness. The Prime Minister has the
opportunity of the upcoming UK G7 Presidency to bring leadership to
this and GSK stands ready to support.

Avian Influenza: Poultry keepers
advised to remain vigilant as
heightened biosecurity measures lifted

The Chief Veterinary Officers from England, Scotland and Wales are advising
poultry keepers to remain vigilant as the Avian Influenza Prevention Zone
(AIPZ) is due to be lifted from midday tomorrow (Saturday 15 May).

These additional biosecurity measures, which were introduced across Great
Britain in November 2020, have been vital in protecting flocks across the
country from the disease which is circulating in wild birds.

Defra, the Scottish Government and the Welsh Government have been working
closely with industry and bird keepers to ensure that there are strict
biosecurity measures in and around poultry premises to help keep flocks safe.

The risk of bird flu in poultry with good biosecurity has now been reduced to
‘low’ for all poultry. As a result, the mandatory enhanced biosecurity
requirements that were brought in as part of the AIPZ on 11 November and the
additional biosecurity measures introduced on 31 March will be lifted from
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midday on Saturday 15 May.

In a joint statement, Great Britain’s three Chief
Veterinary Officers said:

This will be welcome news for bird keepers across the country who
have put great effort into keeping their flocks safe this winter.

We have taken swift action to contain and eliminate this disease,
and we urge all bird keepers — whether they have just a few birds
or thousands — to continue to do their bit to maintain strict
biosecurity measures on their premises, so that we do not lose the
progress that we have made over the past few months. Low risk does
not mean no risk.

All poultry and bird gatherings, including pigeon gatherings organised for
races from mainland Europe, will also be permitted, provided organisers
notify the Animal and Plant Health Agency at least seven days before the
event takes place and that they comply with the provisions of the new General
Licence.

Public health advice is that the risk to human health from the H5N8 virus
strain is low and from the H5N2, H5N5 and H5N1 virus strains is very low.
Food standards bodies also advise that avian influenza poses a very low food
safety risk for UK consumers and does not affect the consumption of poultry
products, including eggs.

Poultry and captive bird keepers are advised to remain vigilant for any signs
of disease in their birds and any wild birds, and seek prompt advice from
their vet if they have any concerns. They can help prevent avian flu by
maintaining good biosecurity on their premises, including:

e Fencing off ponds, streams, boggy areas or standing water and draining
them where possible

e Netting or covering ponds

e Removing any wild bird feed sources

e Deterring wild birds by regularly walking through the area or by using
predator decoys

e Cleansing and disinfecting concrete or other permeable areas

e Putting down wood shavings in wet areas

e Limiting the number of people who come onto the site

e Using disinfectant foot dips when entering and exiting enclosures or
houses

Poultry and captive bird keepers and members of the public should continue to
report dead wild birds to the Defra helpline on 03459 33 55 77 (option 7),
and keepers should report suspicion of disease to APHA in England on 03000
200 301, Wales on 0300 3038268 and in Scotland through the Local Field
Service Office.
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Poultry keepers should familiarise themselves with our avian flu advice.

Further information

e Avian influenza is in no way connected to the COVID-19 pandemic, which
is caused by the SARS-CoV-2 virus and is not carried in poultry.

e The government’s outbreak assessment following recent cases in England
can be accessed here.

e For more advice and regular updates on the latest situation, visit
Governments’ avian flu pages: in England, Scotland, Wales and NI.

e Food safety advice for cooking poultry and eggs remains unchanged. See
NHS advice on safe cooking of eggs and poultry.

e We publish a report (updated regularly) on findings of highly pathogenic
avian influenza (bird flu) in wild birds in Great Britain available
here, and further information on avian influenza findings in wild birds
in GB and Europe can be found in our outbreak assessments.

e Avian influenza is in no way connected to the COVID-19 pandemic which is
caused by the SARS-CoV-2 virus which is not carried in poultry.

e The government’s outbreak assessment following recent cases in England
can be accessed here.

e Further details of the new requirements that apply as part of the Avian
Influenza Prevention Zone can be found here.

e For more advice and regular updates on the latest situation, visit
Governments’ avian flu pages: in England, Scotland, Wales and NI.

e Food safety advice for cooking poultry and eggs remains unchanged. See
NHS advice on safe cooking of eggs and poultry.

e Public Health England (PHE) has reviewed information from the World
Health Organisation (WHO), following the reports of H5N8 in seven
poultry workers in Russia, and assessed that avian influenza remains an
uncommon infection in humans and the risk of the H5N8 strain to the UK
population is low. Further information on the evidence which supports
this can be found in PHE’s risk assessments. Any persons exposed to
confirmed H5N8 in avian species will receive health advice from a local
health protection team. In addition, PHE advises that the risk to the
public’s health from the other three virus strains which have been found
in GB during 2020/2021 (H5N2, H5N1, H5N5) is very low.

e We publish a report (updated regularly) on findings of highly pathogenic
avian influenza (bird flu) in wild birds in Great Britain available and
further information on avian influenza findings in wild birds in GB and
Europe can be found in our outbreak assessments.

The measures followed a number of confirmed cases of avian influenza in
England. This includes:

e H5N2 (low pathogenic) avian influenza confirmed at a site near Deal in
Kent on 2 November.

e H5N8 (highly pathogenic) avian influenza confirmed at a site near
Frodsham in Cheshire on 2 November

e H5N8 (highly pathogenic) avian influenza confirmed at a broiler breeder
farm near Leominster in Herefordshire on 10 November .
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e H5N8 (highly pathogenic) avian influenza was confirmed at a site near
Stroud in Gloucestershire on 19 November.

e H5N8 (highly pathogenic) confirmed at a premises near Melton Mowbray in
Leicestershire on 21 November.

e H5N8 (highly pathogenic) influenza confirmed at two premises near
Northallerton, North Yorkshire on 29 November and 1 December.

e H5N8 (highly pathogenic) influenza confirmed at a premises near
Attleborough, Breckland, Norfolk on 4 December.

e H5N8 (highly pathogenic) avian influenza confirmed at a premises near
King’'s Lynn, King’'s Lynn and West Norfolk, Norfolk on 5 December.

e H5N8 (highly pathogenic) avian influenza confirmed at a wild bird rescue
centre near Droitwich Spa, Wychavon, Worcestershire on 13 December.

e H5N8 (highly pathogenic) avian influenza confirmed at a premises near
Near Willington, South Derbyshire, Derbyshire on 15 December.

e H5N1 (highly pathogenic) avian influenza confirmed in backyard chickens
near Hawes, Richmondshire, North Yorkshire on 18 December.

e H5N8 (highly pathogenic) avian influenza confirmed in breeding ducks at
a premises near Attleborough, Norfolk on 19 December.

e H5N8 (highly pathogenic) avian influenza confirmed in a backyard flock
near Gillingham, Dorset on 19 December.

e H5N8 (highly pathogenic) avian influenza confirmed in captive birds near
Attleborough, Norfolk on 26 December.

e H5N8 (highly pathogenic) avian influenza confirmed in rearing ducks at a
premises near Watton, Norfolk on 28 December.

e H5N8 (highly pathogenic) avian influenza confirmed in backyard poultry
at a premises near Exmouth, West Devon, Devon on 29 December.

e H5N8 (highly pathogenic) avian influenza confirmed in laying chickens at
a premises near Redcar, Redcar & Cleveland on 6 February 2021.

e H5N3 avian influenza (low pathogenic) confirmed in turkeys at premises
near Winsford, Cheshire West and Cheshire on 26 March.

e H5N8 (highly pathogenic) avian influenza confirmed at a commercial
broiler farm near Uttoxeter, East Staffordshire, on 27 March 2021.

e H5N8 (highly pathogenic) avian influenza confirmed in captive birds near
Skelmersdale, West Lancashire, on 31 March 2021

In each case Defra has acted quickly to cull affected birds and to introduce
movement restrictions to limit the risk of the disease spreading.

Remembrance Day Remarks by Andrew
Pearce Governor of Montserrat

Each of the 15 names on our Cenotaph represents a life — a son, a brother, a
father, a husband, a friend, a neighbour. It is easy to write a number in a
book or look at statistics on chart but these names are not just statistics,
there were lives lived, men who loved and were loved by their families who
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sometimes laughed, who sometimes cried, who had hopes and ambitions and who
sometimes had disappointments and upsets. They were men, above all, who
showed great bravery and made the ultimate sacrifice for us and for our
values. And for that we remember them

It has been over 100 years since the First World War and 75 years since the
end of the Second World War. Now, in 2020, we are more globally connected
than ever and we are all, right now, facing the same enemy in the Covid
pandemic. Many other challenges, some new and some old have reared their
heads over the course of this difficult year. But now, like then — 100 years
ago or 75 years ago or 17 years ago in the Iraq War — we see that when
challenges and struggles arise it has a tendency to bring about the best in
people. Amongst us are people who step forward with courage and dedication,
not for themselves but for the collective good of the world. For us today in
2020, as we round out the year, let us remember our honourable dead here and
let us reflect on the selflessness and commitment they showed and let us draw
on those same qualities as we now face the new challenges of our own time.



