
Inspired by Tim

News story

Share your stories of what Tim Peake’s 2015 to 2016 mission has meant to you
and the people you know.

About the campaign
At 11:03am on 15 December 2015, Tim Peake, British ESA astronaut, embarked on
a Soyuz rocket which would take him to the International Space Station.

We want to know how Tim’s mission, Principia, inspired you or those you know,
no matter your age.

Did his mission encourage you to study science or engineering at university?
Maybe you are now maintaining antennas for a living, studying a STEM subject
at GCSE or A-level, or protecting your local area from coastal flooding?

Let us know by:

completing our survey (SURVEY LINK TO COME)
sending us a video recording of how Tim inspired you (more details
below)

Make sure you enter to be in with a chance to win some great space prizes and
a video call with Tim himself!

Inspiration stories
Inspired by Tim

Lowena designed code for an MP3 player which Tim then used on the ISS. James
remembers watching the launch with his sister when he arrived home from
school; he then went on to win the UK Space Agency’s SatelLife competition.

Michael and Olivia work at Goonhilly where they maintain and run antennas,
one of which was used to talk to Tim when he was on the ISS. Mr Allen told us

http://www.government-world.com/inspired-by-tim/
https://youtu.be/TioQ4zeGqWo


first-hand how a group of his students who stayed inside during their break
time to watch Tim’s launch were inspired to study STEM subjects.

Watch the video above to hear more about their stories!

How to get involved

To get involved, please:

share your story in our survey
share your video clip, photo or story on how Tim inspired you using the
hashtag #InspiredByTim on social media

We’ll collect the stories and clips together and share them in a celebration
of Tim’s mission as we look back on 5 years since Tim went into space.

The campaign will run from 10 December until 31 January 2021, with one lucky
participant getting the chance to win a group video call with Tim himself. 10
runners-up will win a space-inspired goodie bag.
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UK and Canada sign trade agreement

Press release

The signing comes after both countries last month announced an ‘agreement in
principle’ to roll over current trading arrangements

The UK and Canada have today signed a trade agreement in Canada.
Today’s agreement secures transatlantic trade with a trading partnership
worth £20 billion last year.
Both countries to negotiate a new, tailor-made UK-Canada trade deal in
2021.

http://www.government-world.com/uk-and-canada-sign-trade-agreement/


The UK’s Deputy High Commissioner for Canada David Reed, and Canadian Deputy
Minister of International Trade John Hannaford have today (Wednesday 9
December) signed the UK-Canada Trade Continuity Agreement in Ottawa.

The signing comes after both countries last month announced an ‘agreement in
principle’ to roll over current trading arrangements and begin negotiations
on a new, bespoke UK-Canada trade deal in 2021.

Today’s agreement gives certainty for UK businesses exporting goods and
services to Canada worth £11.4 billion. The trade deal supports British
industries including automotive manufacturing and food and drink, which
between them provide jobs for more than half a million people across the UK.

Overall, an estimated £42 million tariff burden on UK exports has been saved.
The benefits locked in under the agreement signed today include:

Future zero tariffs on UK car exports to Canada, which were worth £757
million last year, supporting factories and jobs in our
communities. Without this agreement, Canada’s standard tariffs on cars
of 6.1% would apply.
Tariff-free trade on 98% of goods that can be exported to Canada
including beef, fish and seafood and soft drinks.
UK producers will continue to benefit from zero tariffs on many
agricultural and seafood exports including chocolate, confectionary,
fruit and vegetables, bread, pastries and fish. Last year the UK
exported £344m worth of agri-food goods to Canada.
Without the continuity agreement, Canadian food products such as maple
syrup, biscuits and salmon could have been more expensive for British
consumers as they would face taxes of up to 8% when entering the UK
under the UK Global Tariff.

International Trade Secretary Liz Truss said:

This is a brilliant deal for Global Britain. It secures £20bn worth
of trade with a friend and ally that shares our commitment to free
enterprise, democracy and free trade. It provides certainty for car
and food and drink exporters in particular, and paves the way for a
more advanced deal that goes further and faster in modern areas
like digital and data, women’s economic empowerment and the
environment.

The deal also takes us a step closer to joining the Trans-Pacific
Partnership, a high standards agreement of 11 dynamic Pacific
nations. Membership would deepen market access for our businesses,
help turn us into a global hub for tech and services trade, and
strengthen the global consensus for rules-based free trade.

All nations and regions will benefit from preferential access to Canadian
markets. For example, together the West Midlands and North West regions
exported over £1.2 billion worth of goods to Canada last year, while Scotland
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and Northern Ireland collectively exported £1 billion.

In under two years, the UK government has agreed trade deals with 55
countries accounting for £170 billion of UK bilateral trade.

Notes to Editors:

The Agreement text will be laid in the libraries of both Houses
alongside an accompanying Explanatory Memorandum and a Parliamentary
Report. They will also be published on the gov.uk website.
Total trade between the UK and Canada was worth £19.9 billion in the
four quarters to end of Q1 2020
The UK will continue to be covered by the EU-Canada FTA during the
transition period. This agreement will come into effect on 1 January
2021.
Source of statistics on trade with Canada: ONS UK Economic Accounts, Q2
2020 release.
Source of regional trade statistics: HMRC Regional Trade in Goods, Q2
2020 release.
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Working to tackle the effects climate
change in Least Developed Countries

Thank you Prime Minister Tshering, and indeed the whole LDC Group for
inviting me to join you at this event.

And for the work that you do to tackle the climate crisis.

Thank you also for Bhutan’s historic pledge to remain carbon neutral.

And indeed for the NDCs announced today.

I’m very pleased to say that the UK announced its NDC last week and as you
will know, we have committed to cut the UK’s emissions by at least 68 per
cent by 2030 on a 1990 baseline. This keeps us on a pathway to a 2050 Net
Zero target.

When I spoke to you in September, I emphasised the need for all of us to work
together. And I believe that this event and the Climate Ambition Summit the
UK is co-hosting on the 12th December, will very much help to boost ambition
around the world.

The ambition you have shown today will encourage others to announce strong
commitments at our Summit on Saturday.
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Commitments on emissions, on adaptation and on finance.

And as I said to you in September, I am totally committed to the $100billion
goal.

To making finance much more accessible.

And to championing locally-led adaptation.

At the Climate Ambition Summit on Saturday and at events throughout the
coming year, I will be highlighting that adaptation is very much a shared
priority.

And I will be calling on donor countries to honour their climate finance
commitments.

As you know, the UK has committed to doubling its International Climate
Finance to £11.6 billion over the next five years.

And I am pleased to say that there has been progress globally. There’s been a
10% increase between 2017 and 2018.

But we know there is more to do.

To make the $100 billion a reality.

To make finance more accessible.

And to get it to address the right challenges, particularly adaptation.

So the UK continues to support programmes like LIFE-AR. Which, led by you,
the LDC countries, gets funds to a local level.

In September, I also committed to making sure that your views are heard.

Since then, we have convened the COP26 NGO Group of Friends on Adaptation and
Loss & Damage.

And we hear your call to the world to increase its focus on averting,
minimising and addressing loss and damage. In the new year, we will be
holding further events to discuss the issues that matter to vulnerable
countries.

And, over the next year, I want to engage with all of you to discuss your
priorities for COP26.

And to continue to work together.

So that we can release the full potential of the Paris Agreement in Glasgow.

Thank you.



Newcastle rapist jailed for longer

Press release

Connor Barrass has had his jail sentence increased following an intervention
by the Solicitor General, Rt Hon Michael Ellis QC MP.

A Newcastle man has had his jail sentence increased following an intervention
by the Solicitor General, Rt Hon Michael Ellis QC MP.

Connor Barrass, 23, was found guilty of rape, attempted rape, sexual assault
and causing grievous bodily harm to his 40-year old victim. Prior to this
case the offender had 21 previous convictions, a number of which involved
violent offending against women.

On 10 August 2020, Barrass was sentenced to 12 years’ imprisonment at
Newcastle Crown Court. The court also imposed a restraining order and he was
made subject to the sex offenders notification requirements.

Following the court’s decision, the Solicitor General referred the sentence
to the Court of Appeal under the Unduly Lenient Sentence (ULS) scheme. On 9
December the Court found Barrass to be a Dangerous Offender and ruled that
the sentence was unduly lenient. The Court increased the original sentence to
15 years’ imprisonment followed by 5 years on licence.

After the hearing at the Court of Appeal the Solicitor General, Rt Hon
Michael Ellis QC MP, said:

Barrass’ actions were shocking and despicable. The Court of
Appeal’s decision to increase his sentence recognises his victim’s
distressing and harmful ordeal.

Published 9 December 2020

http://www.government-world.com/newcastle-rapist-jailed-for-longer-2/


Community groups tackling loneliness
to benefit from £4m fund

Book clubs, walking groups and other community projects will be able to apply
for a £4 million fund designed to help reduce loneliness in the coming
months.

The Local Connections Fund – made up of £2 million from the Government and £2
million from The National Lottery Community Fund – will be used for hundreds
of small grants worth between £300 and £2,500.

These investments are designed to help local organisations bring people and
communities together as the country recovers from the coronavirus pandemic.

Minister for Civil Society, Baroness Barran, said:

A great way to reduce loneliness is to do something you already
enjoy with like-minded people, whether that’s walking, volunteering
or joining a book club. During the pandemic I’ve been so impressed
with the way community groups have adapted their work to bring
people together in new and innovative ways.

By investing directly in local charities and organisations, the £4
million Local Connections Fund will get support to where it’s
needed quickly and help bring people together through shared
interests, so that no one needs to feel isolated in the months
ahead.

Elly De Decker, Director of England Funding at The National Lottery Community
Fund, said:

Throughout the pandemic, we’ve seen charities and community groups
be a powerful force for good, tackling loneliness.

Small organisations are making a big difference, often on only
small sums of money – supporting individuals to connect, reducing
feelings of isolation, and helping communities thrive.

Su Moore, Stronger Communities Director at the Jo Cox Foundation, said:

The power of connection is a thread that runs through the work of
the Jo Cox Foundation. Throughout 2020, we’ve seen our Great Get
Together and More in Common community organisers mobilise to
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support their neighbours, to tackle loneliness.

Local people understand the issues in their communities, and by
supporting them, we can make a real difference.

This announcement builds on previous work by the Government to reduce
loneliness during the pandemic. Over £24 million of the £750 million charity
funding package has gone directly towards reducing loneliness, and a further
£45 million to organisations supporting people with their mental health.

And in June we relaunched our long-running campaign, Let’s Talk Loneliness,
to remind people that there’s no shame in asking for help. The website has
lots of useful advice on how to help yourself and others safely.

Throughout December, the Let’s Talk Loneliness advent calendar is sharing
practical advice, inspiring stories, and support routes to encourage people
to take the first steps to alleviate loneliness in themselves and others.

The Local Connections Fund will be split into two rounds of funding – each
with its own application window, one in January 2021 and one in the summer
2021.

Funding will be available to small charities and community groups in England
with an annual income of £50,000 or less, which are working to reduce
loneliness by helping people feel more connected.

The Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport will provide the first
round of funding, totalling £2 million, and this will open for applications
on 5 January 2021.

Organisations should apply via The National Lottery Community Fund, the
largest funder of community activity in the UK. Grants from this round will
be distributed and spent by the end of the financial year.

Notes to Editors:

Three tangible actions for anyone feeling lonely and three actions for people
wanting to help

If you are lonely you can:

Keep in touch with friends, family and neighbours
Ask for help if you are feeling lonely by getting in touch with
organisations that offer support – there’s a list on the Let’s Talk
Loneliness website.
Set a routine with online activities, regular tasks or by volunteering

If you are worried about someone who is lonely:

Phone a friend or send a letter to a family member you think may be
lonely
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Smile, wave or chat from a safe distance with a neighbour
Help out through volunteering with local groups or by offering regular
conversation to someone living alone

Over the last two years, the UK Government has been leading the way on
tackling loneliness:

It created the world’s first Minister for Loneliness and published the
world’s first Government loneliness strategy in October 2018, containing
60 commitments from nine Government departments. Implementation of the
strategy is ongoing and the Government published a first annual report
in January 2020 setting out our progress;
It launched the first Government fund dedicated to reducing loneliness
worth £11.5 million, which is supporting 126 projects to transform the
lives of thousands of lonely people across England;
It launched the inaugural #LetsTalkLoneliness campaign in June 2019 to
help raise awareness and tackle stigma.

We are the largest community funder in the UK – we’re proud to award money
raised by National Lottery players to communities across England, Scotland,
Wales and Northern Ireland. Since June 2004, we have made over 200,000 grants
and awarded over £9 billion to projects that have benefited millions of
people.

We are passionate about funding great ideas that matter to communities and
make a difference to people’s lives. At the heart of everything we do is the
belief that when people are in the lead, communities thrive. Thanks to the
support of National Lottery players, our funding is open to everyone. We’re
privileged to be able to work with the smallest of local groups right up to
UK-wide charities, enabling people and communities to bring their ambitions
to life.


