
First ballot of the 2021 Youth
Mobility Scheme for Taiwanese youth

There are a total of 1,000 places available to Taiwanese youth for 2021. 800
applicants will be selected in the first ballot in January, while the
remainder of the places will be made available in a second ballot in July
2021. If your application is successful you will be able to live, work and
study in the UK for up to 2 years.

How to apply

If you would like to apply for the scheme you should send one email per
applicant to: Taiwan.YMS2021@FCDO.gov.uk between midday (12pm) on Monday 25
January 2021 to midday on Wednesday 27 January 2021 (Taiwan time).

The header or subject line of your email must contain your name, date of
birth (DD/MM/YYYY) and passport number as shown in your passport.

This must be written in English only.

For example: WU Janice – 31/03/2000 – Passport123456789

The main body of your email should include the following information, written
in English:

Name
Date of birth
Passport number
Mobile phone number

The email account will only be open for 48 hours and all emails received
within this timeframe will be sent an automated reply confirming receipt.

Once the ballot closes 800 applicants will be chosen at random by UKVI. If
you have been successful a second email will be sent to you from week
commencing 8 February to confirm acceptance and provide further instructions
on how to make an appointment, along with documentary evidence required to
apply for your entry clearance.

Please note successful applicants must prepare online applications and online
credit card payments no later than 8 March 2021. Failure to submit your
payment online by this date will automatically remove your name from the list
and your allocation will be retracted. After you have paid online you have 90
days to submit your paperwork for consideration.

If you are a Taiwanese youth living overseas you can also apply following the
instructions above, and if you are chosen to apply you will be able to do so
in your country/territory of residence. Applications cannot be submitted for
the Youth Mobility Scheme in the UK.
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If you’re unsuccessful you will receive an email by 12 February and no
further action is required. Further information about the scheme can be found
on GOV.UK and any enquiries relating to the application process, online
application forms and questions in general should be directed to the UKVI
International Enquiry Line.

Thematic update on progress against
the Grenfell Tower Inquiry Phase 1
recommendations

These documents provide updates on the progress that has been made to
implement the recommendations from the Grenfell Tower Inquiry Phase 1 report.
They include updates from the relevant government departments and assurances
received from relevant public authorities – including the London Fire Brigade
(LFB), National Fire Chiefs Council (NFCC) and other emergency services – on
their progress to address and implement the Phase 1 recommendations directed
to them.

These updates, and the government’s commitment to update regularly, will
bring considerable transparency to what is a vitally important area of work.

These documents do not reflect finalised government policy.

The Prime Minister has reappointed
Dame Jayne-Anne Gadhia as Trustee of
the Tate.

News story

Dame Jayne-Anne Gadhia has been reappointed by the Prime Minister as Trustee
of the Tate for a four year period from 14 November 2020 to 13 November 2024.
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Jayne-Anne is the Founder and Executive Chair of Snoop, and an Adviser to
Salesforce UKI. From 2007 to 2018 she was the CEO of Virgin Money.

A Chartered Accountant, she spent six years at Norwich Union (now Aviva)
before becoming one of the founders of Virgin Direct in 1995. Three years
later, she set up the Virgin One account, which was acquired by the Royal
Bank of Scotland in 2001. She subsequently spent five years at RBS before
returning to Virgin as CEO of Virgin Money.

In November 2016 she was appointed as the UK Government’s Women in Finance
Champion, and in July 2017 she became a founder member of its Business
Diversity and Inclusion Group. In 2018 she was named Leader of the Year at
the Lloyds Bank National Business Awards.

She is Chair of the Prince’s Foundation and Trustee of the Tate. She sits on
the UK Government’s Industrial Strategy Council, Mayor of London’s Business
Advisory Board, CRUK Corporate Board, Financial Inclusion Policy Forum and
Lloyds Culture Advisory Group.

She was made a Dame in the 2019 New Year’s Honours list.

This role is not remunerated. This reappointment has been made in accordance
with the Cabinet Office’s Governance Code on Public Appointments, the process
is regulated by the Commissioner for Public Appointments. The Government’s
Governance Code requires that any significant political activity undertaken
by an appointee in the last five years is declared. This is defined as
holding office, public speaking, making a recordable donation or candidature
for election. Dame Gadhia has declared a donation to a political party.
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Sir Mark Walport as the Royal
Society’s Trustee for the British
Museum.

News story

Sir Mark Walport has been appointed by the Secretary of State for Digital,
Culture, Media and Sport as theRoyal Society’s Trustee for the British Museum
for four years from 01 December 2020 to 30 November 2024.

Sir Mark Walport is the Chairman of the Kennedy Memorial Trust and the
recently retired founding Chief Executive of UK Research and Innovation
(UKRI), which is responsible for the public funding of research and
innovation.

He was Government Chief Scientific Adviser (GCSA) and Head of the Government
Office for Science from April 2013 to September 2017.

His previous career highlights include:

Director of the Wellcome Trust

Professor of Medicine and Head of the Division of Medicine at Imperial
College London

Founder Fellow and first Registrar of the Academy of Medical Sciences

member of the advisory board of Infrastructure UK

member of the India-UK CEO Forum and UK-India Round Table

non-executive member of the Office for Strategic Coordination of Health
Research

Mark received a knighthood in the 2009 New Year Honours List for services to
medical research and was elected a Fellow of The Royal Society in 2011 and an
Honorary Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh in 2017.
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This role is not remunerated. This appointment process was not regulated by
the Commissioner for Public Appointments and therefore is not subject to the
Government’s Governance Code for Public Appointments. However, in line with
the Governance Code, Sir Walport was asked to declare any significant
political activity undertaken in the last five years. This is defined as
holding office, public speaking, making a recordable donation or candidature
for election. Sir Walport has not declared any activity.
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A long-buried Kent stream is brought
back into the daylight

One hundred metres of the Bourne Stream south of Borough Green is set to flow
freely once more after being released from its underground pipe, thanks to
the Environment Agency and construction firm A B Canham and Son.

The newly open stretch of the watercourse, also known as the Basted Stream,
will now be able to support more plant and animal life as well as reducing
the risk of flooding to the nearby area. A footpath has also been created to
run alongside it, giving greater access to the natural environment, so that
people will be able to enjoy the stream while walking to or from Basted.

The work to release the stream, termed ‘daylighting’, was carried out as part
of the Milbourne Place housing development.

Freeing up this stretch of a previously covered-up stream demonstrates how
the Environment Agency is helping the drive to build back better and greener.
The project also is a step towards reaching targets in the EA2025: creating a
better place plan including improving more than 4,000 kilometres of river and
creating nearly 1,200 hectares of habitat.

Environment Agency spokesperson Richard Charman, Geomorphology Technical
Specialist, said:

In achieving this, there was a concerted effort across several of
our teams to make AB Canham and Son aware of what might be possible
in opening up the stream. Working together we were able to help
improve the environment by uncovering over half of this buried
stretch of watercourse.

Opening the stream will help improve the area for wildlife as
plants will now grow and provide food and shelter for fish and
other animals.
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Although it’s dry at the moment, the stream will start to flow as
groundwater levels rise following rainfall over the winter months.
It will then start to fill with flora and fauna and help make the
Bourne catchment healthier and more resilient.

Background information

The initial reason for replacing the culvert with a larger one and opening up
part of the channel was to reduce flood risk so that the site could be
developed for housing.

The flood risk modelling in support of the planning application demonstrated
a reduction in flood risk to the site itself and the immediate vicinity
around the medical centre and access roads.

Groundwater levels recharge over winter

As more rain falls during the winter, groundwater levels start to rise.
Generally, rivers with ‘bourne’ in the name will start to flow in the spring.
For example, Winterbourne, Lambourne, Nailbourne. In some years exceptional
rainfall can lead to groundwater flooding.

Groundwater levels are recharging now and there is a delay of months as the
rain filters down into the aquifers.

The Environment Agency monitors groundwater levels and publishes regular
reports online. More information can be found on GOV.UK.

Flooding from groundwater can happen when the level of water within the rock
or soil that makes up the land surface (known as the water table) rises.

Lead local flood authorities (the unitary or county council) are responsible
for managing the risk of flooding from groundwater.

The Environment Agency has a strategic overview for all sources of flooding
including groundwater. They supply information in the form of monitored
groundwater levels. In some areas that have historically experienced
groundwater flooding, the Environment Agency provide a groundwater alert or
warning service.
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