
New appointment to the Boundary
Commission for Scotland

News story

Scottish Secretary Alister Jack announces appointment to the Boundary
Commission for Scotland

The Scottish Secretary, Alister Jack, today announced the appointment of Dr
Susan Walker OBE as a member of the Boundary Commission for Scotland. The
appointment will commence in January 2021 for a period of four years.

Dr Walker, who has been a member of the Local Government Boundary Commission
for Scotland since 2013, will replace Paula Sharp, who has served her maximum
term.

Since 2015, Dr Walker has been a board member of Food Standards Scotland, and
a member of the Water Industry Customer Forum since 2011.

Dr Walker studied Geography at the University of Durham, then a PhD in Water
Resources Management at the University of Manchester.

Scottish Secretary Alister Jack said:

It’s great news Dr Susan Walker OBE has accepted the post as a
member of the Boundary Commission for Scotland.

Dr Walker brings vast experience and invaluable specialist
knowledge, particularly from her background as a member of the
Local Government Boundary Commission for Scotland, which is
responsible for reviewing constituencies and regions for the
Scottish Parliament. She will be an important part of the team and
no doubt will make a positive impact and add significant strength
to the work of the Commission.

I thank Paula Sharp who will leave her post at the end of the year
after serving for ten years.
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The Boundary Commission for Scotland is an advisory non-departmental public
body wholly funded by the Office of the Secretary of State for Scotland. It
is independent and non-political, constituted by the Parliamentary
Constituencies Act 1986, and in Schedule 1 to the Scotland Act 1998.

The Commission is responsible for reviews of constituencies in Scotland for
the Westminster Parliament. It is required by the Parliamentary
Constituencies Act 1986 (as amended) to review UK Parliament constituencies
every five years. The reviews ensure that each constituency has roughly the
same number of electors. The next review will be in 2023.
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The Social Security, Child Benefit and
Child Tax Credit (Amendment) (EU Exit)
Regulations 2020

If you use assistive technology (such as a screen reader) and need a version
of this document in a more accessible format, please email
accessible.formats@dwp.gov.uk. Please tell us what format you need. It will
help us if you say what assistive technology you use.

Clinical Research Organisation
identified to lead bovine TB cattle
vaccination field trials

Press release

Eville & Jones has been awarded the contract to lead the field trials
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Following an open competition, the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) has
awarded a contract to Eville & Jones, to run veterinary field trials of
CattleBCG vaccine and the companion DIVA (Detecting Infected amongst
Vaccinated Animals) skin test.

Eville & Jones have brought together an experienced team to deliver the
project.

APHA will now start to work with Eville & Jones and the project team to
confirm timelines and identify suitable herds for the field trials scheduled
to start next year.

The field trials will be conducted on behalf of Defra, the Welsh Government
and the Scottish Government, following more than 20 years of ground-breaking
research into bovine TB vaccines and diagnostic tests.

Further information about the next stages of the field trials will be
communicated in due course.

Read about the bovine TB cattle vaccination programme in the APHA Science
Blog and on the TB Hub.

Published 21 December 2020

2021 Appointments to IRP

News story

The Secretary of State for Health and Social Care is looking to appoint six
members to the Independent Reconfiguration Panel.
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For more information and to apply please visit the Public Appointments
website at: Cabinet Office
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An end of year message to the private
security industry

As 2020 draws to a close, I want to send a message on behalf of the whole of
the SIA to the 367,000 licence holders and the businesses that employ them.
The security industry has every reason to be proud of the way it has
responded in this, the most extraordinary of years.

The coronavirus pandemic has had a major impact on you individually, as an
industry, those businesses you work with and for, as well as the public you
protect. You rose to those challenges and the uncertainties the pandemic and
2020 brought.

Security operatives went about their daily, and nightly, work with
professionalism and determination. Some door supervisors from the closed pubs
and nightclubs moved to supervising a nervous public in supermarket queues or
stood guard at the new Nightingale hospitals. Others met unusual situations
with exemplary courage. There are people across the UK this year who owe
their lives and safety to quick-thinking licence-holders putting themselves
in harm’s way. We’ve been inviting the industry to tell us these stories, and
sharing them more widely as SIA Heroes features, which you can read here.

This year has demonstrated once again that security is not simply a business
overhead, or a compliance activity. Dependable, well-trained, professional
security is an essential part of a service to customers.

Whether you were involved in the extraordinary and stand out acts of bravery
or support, or you were part of the quiet heroism of all the operatives who
carried on going out to work to protect the public and premises when the
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pandemic has been at its worst; you and your roles have been highly valued by
communities across the UK, as well as local and national businesses. We also
remember those within the security sector that have been affected by COVID-19
themselves, including those who lost their lives.

2021 brings hope for the future and an acknowledgement that the shape and
size of the sector and workforce has and will continue to change. The impact
of the pandemic on some sectors particularly in the hospitality, the night-
time economy, festivals, and events industries has been felt hard and it is
likely that recovery will take some considerable time.

As the regulator, we have also had to adapt. We have prioritised keeping our
core licensing services working smoothly and supporting the industry with
changes where we were able, including the virtual training pilots. We are
proud to work with an industry that has risen to the challenges of this year
and has demonstrated its commitment to protecting the public. Whatever the
future holds, we share a dedication to quality and the pursuit of best
practice in the security industry. On behalf of everyone at the SIA, and with
deep appreciation for your hard work this year, thank you all.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Further information:

The Security Industry Authority is the organisation responsible for
regulating the private security industry in the United Kingdom,
reporting to the Home Secretary under the terms of the Private Security
Industry Act 2001. Our main duties are: the compulsory licensing of
individuals undertaking designated activities; and managing the
voluntary Approved Contractor Scheme.
For further information about the Security Industry Authority visit
www.gov.uk/sia. The SIA is also on Facebook (Security Industry
Authority) and Twitter (SIAuk).
​​​​​​Media enquiries only please contact: 0300 123 9869,
media.enquiries@sia.gov.uk
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