
Government to publish range of tax
consultations and calls for evidence
on 23 March

News story

The government will publish a number of tax-related consultations and calls
for evidence at the end of March.

To allow for more transparency and scrutiny, documents and consultations that
would traditionally be published at a Budget will be published on 23 March.

This will ensure tax professionals will have a better opportunity to feed
into consultations and policy discussions, which will strengthen policy-
making.

None of the announcements will require legislation in the next Finance Bill
or have an impact on the government’s finances.

Several consultations are an important part of the government’s 10-year tax
administration strategy to create a tax system fit for the challenges and
opportunities of the 21st century.

Financial Secretary to the Treasury Jesse Norman said:

“We are making these announcements separately to the Budget, but still all on
a single day, in order to give a range of important but less high profile
measures greater visibility among Members of Parliament, tax professionals
and other stakeholders, and greater scope for scrutiny by them.”

Announcements which have implications to the government’s finances, that need
to be captured in the OBR’s economic and fiscal outlook, and announcements of
measures to be legislated in the Finance Bill, will be made on Budget day in
the normal way.
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Further information:

Financial Secretary Jesse Norman’s letter to TSC can be found here.
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PCA ensured Star retracted position on
RPI rent increases

News story

Star has changed its policy about RPI rent increases being a Pubs Code rent
event
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What was the issue?
Tenants have the right to a Code Rent Assessment Proposal (RAP) if during the
previous 5 years there has been no concluded rent assessment (and/or, in the
Code’s first 5 years, a rent review). The PCA identified arbitration cases in
which Star declined to provide the tenant with a RAP because, it argued, the
annual Retail Price Index (RPI) rental increase during the previous 5 years
was a rent assessment or rent review under the Pubs Code.

The PCA was aware that Star had already argued this same point unsuccessfully
in a previous arbitration. Star had the option of appealing that award but
chose not to do so.

What did the PCA do?
Arbitration awards are not binding in future cases. However, the PCA told
Star’s Code Compliance Officer (CCO) that it was concerned with its position
and that the company should have reconsidered it on receipt of the award.
This included revisiting its view of the relevant law and applying it
consistently to ensure it complied with its Code duties.

The PCA asked Star to confirm the steps taken to ensure and verify its
compliance and mitigate any impact on tenants.

What was the outcome?
In light of the PCA’s intervention, the CCO replied promptly to confirm that
Star had now changed its position and would no longer identify RPIs as Code
rent assessments or reviews, and would be open about this to its tenants,
including those in all ongoing arbitration cases.

Star will inform tenants of the change on their publican channel shortly and
BDMs continue to be updated as appropriate. The CCO is available to answer
any questions from tenants.

Published 18 February 2021

‘Was there life on mars?’ UK
scientists play key part in NASA
mission to Red Planet

The rover’s mission – backed by the UK government – is to explore and collect
samples for future return to Earth from diverse ancient environments on Mars.
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Supported by over £400,000 in funds from the UK Space Agency, researchers at
Imperial College London and the Natural History Museum will help to decide
which samples are sent to Earth in a search for evidence of ancient microbial
life on Mars.

The research destination is Jezero crater, a 28-mile-wide depression
containing sediments of an ancient river delta. At this location, evidence of
past life could be preserved. The Perseverance rover will gather samples of
Martian rocks and soil using its drill. The rover will then store the sample
cores in tubes on the Martian surface ready for a return mission to bring
around 30 samples to Earth in the early 2030s.

Jezero crater on Mars, Perseverance’s landing site. Credit: ESA_DLR_FU-Berlin

It takes scientists, artists and engineers from all around the globe, all
working together to lead a successful mission.

Find out their story, and how you can get involved at stem.org.uk/mars.

Back on Earth, Professor Sanjeev Gupta from Imperial College London will help
NASA oversee mission operations from a science and engineering point of view
and Professor Mark Sephton, also from Imperial College London, will be
helping to identify samples of Mars that could contain evidence of past life.

Meanwhile, Professor Caroline Smith, from the Natural History Museum, will be
studying the mineralogy and geochemistry of the different rocks found in
Jezero Crater. Dr Keyron Hickman-Lewis, also from the Natural History Museum,
will be studying the environments reflected by sedimentary rocks exposed in
Jezero Crater and the potential for the preservation of ancient microbial
life within.

UK scientists play key part in NASA mission to Mars

Science Minister Amanda Solloway said:

The Red Planet has been a source of fascination for centuries, and
it is thrilling to be that little bit closer to finding out if
there is life on Mars.

I am incredibly grateful to the scientists, researchers and
engineers involved in this effort from the UK and around the world,
and trust that it will inspire a new generation of space scientists
across the country.

NASA’s Perseverance rover was one of three space missions sent towards Mars
during a July 2020 ‘launch window’. This minimum-energy launch period occurs
approximately once every two years and two months and is the most economical
time in which a rocket can be launched in order to reach its intended target.

https://stem.org.uk/mars
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1D0W5x0gJag


The next window in 2022 will see the UK-built Rosalind Franklin rover blast
into space.

Perseverance will also study Mars’ geology and climate. Credit: NASA/JPL-
Caltech

The Perseverance mission has several science goals. It is carrying
instruments geared to search for the carbon building blocks of life and other
microbial biosignatures (morphological and chemical traces of life) and to
reconstruct the Red Planet’s geological history.

Sue Horne, Head of Space Exploration at the UK Space Agency, said:

It is great to see a strong representation of UK scientists and
engineers involved in the Perseverance mission. Over the next few
years, our scientists will play a leading role in this
international endeavour, from managing science operations to
deciding which samples are to be returned to Earth.

Perseverance will bring us one step closer to answering the
question that’s been on the lips of Bowie fans and scientists for
the last forty years.

Its instruments will analyse scientifically interesting samples at the
Martian surface. Selected samples will be collected by drilling down to
several centimetres and then sealed in special sample tubes and stored on the
rover.

When the rover reaches a suitable location, a cache of the tubes will be
dropped on the surface of Mars to be collected by the Sample Fetch Rover,
currently being developed by Airbus in Stevenage, which will take them to the
NASA Mars Ascent vehicle. Professor Caroline Smith is involved in working
with NASA and ESA scientists planning for how the samples will be curated
upon their return.

Professor Caroline Smith, Planetary scientist at the Natural History Museum,
said:

It’s a great honour and so exciting to be working with a fantastic
team of international scientific and engineering experts on this
ground-breaking mission. We have the best opportunity with the
fantastic instruments on board Perseverance and with the prospect
of amazing samples being returned to Earth to finally answer the
tantalising question of “Was there life on Mars”!

The rover also carries the Ingenuity Mars Helicopter, which will fly short
distances from the rover and marks the first attempt at powered, controlled



flight on another planet. A successful test of the helicopter could lead to
more flying probes – to survey the landscape on other planets.

Perseverance carries the Ingenuity helicopter, light enough to fly in Mars’
thin atmosphere. Credit: NASA/JPL-Caltech

Perseverance will be trialling technologies to help astronauts make future
expeditions to Mars. These include testing a method for producing oxygen from
the Martian atmosphere, identifying other resources, such as subsurface
water, improving landing techniques, and characterising weather and other
environmental conditions that could affect future astronauts living and
working on Mars.

Professor Sanjeev Gupta, a geologist at Imperial College London, will be
studying the ancient delta and lake sediments exposed in Jezero crater to
reconstruct its evolution.

Prof Gupta is also one of the ten Long Term Planners for the mission. He will
be working closely with the science team to develop the mission’s strategic
science vision, making sure that it fulfils its science objectives. Day-to-
day he will work with the engineers in rover operations to search for samples
of rocks for a future return to Earth.

Professor Sanjeev Gupta, Professor of Earth Science at Imperial College
London said:

It is crucial to understand what the Martian climate was like early
in Mars’ history and whether it was habitable for life. Analysis of
data from instruments onboard Perseverance will help us define the
best spots to collect rock samples for future return to Earth.

Laboratory analyses of such samples on Earth will enable us search
for morphological and chemical signatures of ancient life on Mars
and also answer key questions about Mars’ geological evolution.

Professor Mark Sephton, also from Imperial College London, is an
astrobiologist who specialises in recognising the organic records of past
life in rocks and will help the team select samples for eventual return to
Earth.

Professor Mark Sephton, Head of the Department of Earth Science and
Engineering at Imperial College London said:

This could be the mission that answers the question of whether life
ever existed on Mars. Evidence of biology on another planet would
mean that life on Earth was not alone.

We need to choose the best samples from a planet’s worth of



opportunities and return around half a kilogram of material from
Mars. The molecular fingerprints of Mars life need not only to have
been generated, but also preserved over billions of years.

Once safely back on Earth the samples of Mars will reveal their
secrets when examined by the most powerful instruments available.

Palaeontologist Dr Keyron Hickman-Lewis, also from the Natural History
Museum, will be working as part of the Returned Sample Science team,
concentrating on identifying geological materials with high biosignature
preservation potential. Put simply, these samples improve our chance of
finding traces of life and revealing secrets from the past environments of
Mars and what sort of ecosystems may have existed.

Dr Keyron Hickman-Lewis, UK Space Agency Aurora Fellow at the Natural History
Museum, said:

Jezero Crater hosts a wide array of rock types from settings that
may have hosted life: fine-grained sediments, carbonates and
siliceous rocks, all of which are known to preserve fossilised
traces of life on Earth with exceptional fidelity. We hope that the
same may be true on Mars, and that these may provide us with
unparalleled opportunities to understand environments, and
potentially a biosphere, during the early history of Mars.

UK company Teledyne e2v has provided the image sensors to drive two of the
instruments onboard Perseverance, SuperCam and SHERLOC. Teledyne’s sensors
have previously been used in the ChemCam instrument on-board NASA’s Curiosity
rover. The SuperCam and SHERLOC instruments of Perseverance will advance this
capability by searching for organic compounds and minerals denoting
alteration by watery environments, demonstrating habitable environments that
may have hosted past microbial life on the Red Planet.

Dr Miles Adcock – President Space and Quantum at Teledyne e2v said:

Teledyne e2v has somewhat of a long and very proud tradition in
supplying imaging technology for Mars missions, for both orbital
and rover type vehicles and are also providing sensors for the
Rosalind Franklin rover too. Our Essex based team work tirelessly
to develop the technology to meet the demanding performance
requirements for missions such as going to Mars and on behalf of
everyone I wish the mission every success.

Next year the Rosalind Franklin rover – named after the pioneering British
chemist – will go to Mars as part of the European Space Agency’s ExoMars
mission to examine the subsurface geological environment on Mars and search
for signs of life, past or present.



The Rosalind Franklin rover, which was built by Airbus in Stevenage, will be
able to drill two metres depth, gathering samples from regions not affected
by radiation or oxidation at the surface.

UKEF supports offshore wind deal in
Taiwan and UK green jobs with £200
million

Two UK firms in the West Midlands and East Anglia win contracts in
Taiwan
UKEF has now provided credit guarantees of £500 million to finance
several offshore wind projects in Taiwan
Government backing part of plan for cleaner, greener trade focus for UK
firms

UK Export Finance (UKEF), the UK’s export credit agency, is providing a £200
million buyer credit guarantee to help finance the Greater Changhua 1
Offshore Wind Farm in Taiwan, unlocking the export potential of the UK’s
offshore wind sector.

To help the UK build back greener from the pandemic, the UK government has
outlined a Ten Point Plan for a Green Industrial Revolution and supporting
the UK’s offshore wind sector is a key part of its strategy.

UKEF has now provided £500 million of financing for three offshore wind
projects in Taiwan alone since late 2019, creating trading opportunities for
UK renewable energy companies and supporting green jobs.

Two UK renewable energy companies, Seajacks and Trelleborg’s applied
technologies operation in the UK, have already capitalised on UKEF’s support
by winning export contracts with Ørsted, the company leading the development
of the wind farm.

Liz Truss, International Trade Secretary, said:

Harnessing the power of renewable energy is a vital part of our
plan to build back greener from the pandemic. By supporting
projects like these we can help the UK lead the world in green
growth and drive an exports-led, jobs-led recovery from Covid here
at home.

The Greater Changhua 1 Offshore Wind Farm has a capacity of 605 MW, powering
more than 650,000 households. This will help Taiwan to achieve its goal of
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generating 20% of its power from renewable sources by 2025.

Many international offshore wind companies have set up operations in Taiwan
to help meet the market’s ambitious energy transition target and UKEF’s
financing enables UK firms to better access these opportunities.

Seajacks, an East Anglia-based company, will ship the material needed to
install the turbines and Trelleborg’s applied technologies operation in the
West Midlands will provide protection systems for the cables which connect
the turbines to the mainland.

Sebastian Brooke, Seajacks COO, said:

This contract is an important milestone for Seajacks. This is the
second major UKEF-backed project we have supplied to in Taiwan, and
we are proud that British vessels will be installing these offshore
turbines that will help power Taiwan’s green energy revolution.

Richard Beesley, Business Development Director at Trelleborg’s
applied technologies operation, UK, said:

UKEF involvement on this project has helped us to further grow our
renewable energy business here in the UK. This contract award is a
significant achievement, in a market we recognise is crucial for
future energy needs.

About UK Export Finance

UK Export Finance is the UK’s export credit agency. It exists to ensure that
no viable UK export lacks for finance or insurance from the private market,
providing finance and insurance to help exporters win, fulfil and get paid
for export contracts.

In 2020 UKEF received a £2 billion uplift to its direct lending power
specifically for clean growth and renewable energy projects. This additional
finance will support sustainable projects as global economies shift away from
fossil fuels to renewable and low carbon solutions.

About Seajacks

Seajacks is an East Anglian-based offshore installation company. This is the
second UKEF-supported project that it has won business on in Taiwan and the
first two outside of Europe. It will be providing transportation vessels for
the installation of the turbines.

About Trelleborg’s applied technologies operation

As part of the Offshore operation of Trelleborg Group, Trelleborg’s applied
technologies operation in Skelmersdale, UK, manufactures and designs
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innovative and reliable polymer and syntactic material solutions for the
renewables industry. They will be providing NjordGuard cable protection
systems and bellmouths to protect over 222 inter array and export cables
which connect the turbines to the mainland.


