
UK government welcomes the European
Commission’s draft data adequacy
decisions

Today’s draft decisions follow months of discussions and pave the way
for continued free flow of data between the EU and the UK
The UK now urges the EU to fulfil its declared commitment to complete
the technical approval process swiftly, so that we have final data
adequacy decisions as soon as possible
This will provide certainty for businesses, enable continued cooperation
between the UK and the EU, and will ensure law enforcement authorities
can keep our citizens safe

The government welcomes the European Commission’s draft data adequacy
decisions, which recognise the UK’s high data protection standards and set
out that the UK should be found ‘adequate’.

The UK has a world-class data protection system, currently the same as the
European Union’s, so it is logical that the Commission should find the UK
‘adequate’.

The EU already recognises other countries around the world as adequate
including Argentina, Canada, Israel, Japan, New Zealand, Switzerland and
Uruguay – and the UK freely exchanges data with these countries.

Positive data adequacy decisions under both the EU General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR) and the Law Enforcement Directive (LED) would allow for
personal data to continue to flow freely from the European Union (EU) and
wider European Economic Area (EEA) to the UK.

Seamless international data flows are essential in a hyper-connected world.
They underpin the exchange of information and ideas supporting trade,
innovation and investment, assist with law enforcement agencies tackling
crime, and support the delivery of critical public services sharing personal
data as well as facilitating health and scientific research.

Technical confirmation of the draft adequacy decisions will help make sure UK
businesses and organisations in everything from logistics to legal services,
healthcare to human resources, can continue to receive personal data from the
EU and EEA without additional compliance costs. This ensures they will avoid
potential knock-on effects for consumers and boost UK startups and smaller
firms which operate in EU markets and sell to EU customers.

The UK formally provided the Commission with comprehensive explanatory
material nearly a year ago at the start of the adequacy assessment in March
2020. The UK has already recognised the EU and EEA member states as
‘adequate’, as part of its commitment to establish a smooth transition for
the UK’s departure from the bloc and manage data flows on an objective basis.
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Since then, UK officials led by the Department for Digital, Culture, Media
and Sport (DCMS) have held a series of discussions with their European
Commission counterparts to reiterate carefully and fully the UK’s legal and
regulatory framework and demonstrate beyond doubt that the UK clearly meets
the EU’s data adequacy requirements.

The draft decisions published today by the Commission will now be shared with
the European Data Protection Board for a ‘non-binding opinion’, before being
presented to EU member states for formal approval.

The UK made its representations to the EU in a timely manner but the
Commission did not finalise draft decisions in time to complete the adoption
process by the end of the transition period. For this reason, as part of the
UK/EU Trade and Cooperation Agreement, a time-limited ‘bridging mechanism’
for personal data flows was agreed. This currently allows personal data to
continue to flow as it did before the end of the Brexit transition period for
up to six months, while the EU completes the adequacy process.

The UK government now urges the EU to swiftly complete this technical process
for adopting and formalising these adequacy decisions as early as possible.

Secretary of State for Digital Oliver Dowden said:

I welcome the publication of these draft decisions which rightly
reflect the UK’s commitment to high data protection standards and
pave the way for their formal approval.

Although the EU’s progress in this area has been slower than we
would have wished, I am glad we have now reached this significant
milestone following months of constructive talks in which we have
set out our robust data protection framework.

I now urge the EU to fulfil their commitment to complete the
technical approval process promptly, so businesses and
organisations on both sides can seize the clear benefits.

Julian David CEO of techUK said:

The European Commission’s decisions that the UK’s data protection
regime offers an equivalent level of protection to the EU GDPR
reflects the UK’s high data protection standards.

Today’s decision is warmly welcomed by the tech sector which has
been making clear the importance of a mutual data adequacy
agreement since the day after the referendum.

Receiving data adequacy, alongside the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation
Agreement, will set a solid foundation for digital trade with the
EU, including strong non-discrimination clauses and positive data
flows provisions, that will give businesses the confidence to



invest.

Notes

The ‘bridging mechanism’ will remain in place until June 30 or until the
adequacy decisions come into effect, whichever is sooner.
The UK has a long and proud tradition of defending privacy rights. In
the 1970s, the UK developed pioneering committees to explore the
protection of personal data, and in 1981 the UK was one of the first to
sign Council of Europe Convention 108. More recently, the UK played an
active role in developing the GDPR and LED. The UK Government will
continue to promote high data protection standards.
Read the European Commission’s press statement here.
Read the GDPR decision here.
Read the Law Enforcement Directive decision here.

DCMS press office is on 020 7211 2210.

£180m Army vehicle contract protects
700 Glasgow jobs

Press release

A £180 million contract to deliver cutting edge threat detection technology
for the British Army’s new Boxer vehicles will support hundreds of jobs in
Scotland, it is announced today.

The Remote Weapons Stations will deliver cutting-edge technology for the
Army’s Boxer vehicles. MOD Crown Copyright

The 10-year Remote Weapons Stations (RWS) contract will protect over 700 jobs
at Thales UK’s Glasgow site while supporting 30 apprenticeships.
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It uses a 360degree high definition long range cameras attached to the
outside of the vehicle to scan for enemy threats, even when Boxer is moving
at speed. The RWS then alerts soldiers inside the armoured Boxer through a
digital display – so they can keep a permanent watch outside while remaining
safely inside the vehicle.

The system also offers key defensive capabilities, including a multi-barrel
smoke grenade launcher, thermal imaging, and infra-red pointers.

Defence last year secured a substantial settlement of more than £24 billion
over four years to modernise the Armed Forces to meet the threats of the
future and support British across the Union.

Minister for Scotland, Iain Stewart said:

We look forward to working with Thales UK on the delivery of these
Remote Weapons Stations, knowing this contract will not only
contribute to the safety of British military personnel on the front
line, but also support industry growth here in Scotland.

Protecting hundreds of jobs and supporting 30 apprenticeships, this
£180 million UK Government investment further demonstrates our
commitment to supporting the defence sector in Scotland and
underscores the many opportunities available within the United
Kingdom economy.

Minister of State for Defence, Baroness Goldie said:

This £180m contract with Thales UK will deliver pioneering
surveillance and protection for our front line soldiers and our new
Boxer fleet. We depend on skills and technology from across the
United Kingdom and this order will secure 700 Scottish jobs.

Our troops face a myriad of new and emerging threats so it is
imperative we invest in critical detect and destroy technology such
as this.

Following the sonar contract for Dreadnought submarines last year, this is
Thales UK’s second multi-million-pound contract within 12 months, further
showcasing the government’s commitment to levelling-up across the UK.

DE&S Director Land Equipment, Major General Darren Crook said:

This is another significant step forward for Boxer and I am
delighted to see the different threads of the programme coming



together. This is a military capability of the future to be proud
of.

The UK re-joined the Boxer programme in 2018 and has committed £2.8 billion
to deliver over 500 vehicles to the British Army. The first vehicles are
scheduled to be ready for service in 2023.

Steven Lockley, Managing Director of Thales in the UK’s vehicle
integration business in Glasgow, said:

Thales’ sub-contract is a great step forward after months of hard
work. Working with our strategic partners, Thales is bringing new
skills and technologies into the programme, our facilities in
Scotland and the UK supply chain.
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More help for Self Assessment
taxpayers

Self Assessment taxpayers will not be charged a 5% late payment penalty if
they pay their tax or set up a payment plan by 1 April 2021, HM Revenue and
Customs (HMRC) has announced.

The payment deadline for Self Assessment is 31 January and interest is
charged from 1 February on any amounts outstanding. Normally, a 5% late
payment penalty is also charged on any unpaid tax that is still outstanding
on 3 March. But this year, because of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic,
HMRC is giving taxpayers more time to pay or set up a payment plan.

Taxpayers can pay their tax bill or set up a monthly payment plan online at
GOV.UK. They need to do this by midnight on 1 April to prevent being charged
a late payment penalty.

The online Time to Pay facility allows taxpayers to spread the cost of their
Self Assessment tax bill into monthly instalments until January 2022.

HMRC recognises the pressure affecting taxpayers due to the pandemic, and
encourages anyone worried about paying their tax and unable to set up a
payment plan online to contact HMRC for help and support on 0300 200 3822.

More than 97,260 customers have set up a self-serve Time to Pay arrangement
online, totalling more than £367 million.
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Jim Harra, HMRC’s Chief Executive, said:

Anyone worried about paying their tax can set up a payment plan to
spread the cost into monthly instalments. Support is available at
GOV.UK to help anyone struggling to meet their obligations.

There are several ways that taxpayers can pay their Self Assessment tax bill
in full. They can pay online, via their bank, or by post.

Taxpayers should still pay in full if they can. This is the only way to stop
interest accruing.

Self Assessment taxpayers who are required to make Payments on Account, and
know their 2020 to 2021 tax bill is going to be lower than in 2019 to 2020 –
for example due to loss of earnings because of COVID-19 – can reduce their
Payments on Account. Visit GOV.UK to find out more about Payments on Account
and how to reduce them.

Self Assessment taxpayers who have yet to file their 2019 to 2020 tax return
should file by 28 February to prevent being charged a late filing penalty of
£100.

Be aware of copycat HMRC websites and phishing scams. taxpayers should search
‘self assessment’ on GOV.UK to get the correct link for their Self Assessment
tax return online securely and free of charge. They also need to be alert if
someone calls, emails or texts claiming to be from HMRC, saying that they can
claim financial help, are due a tax refund or owe tax. It might be a scam.
Check GOV.UK for information on how to recognise genuine HMRC contact.

Visit GOV.UK to find out more about Self Assessment.

This announcement is in addition to last month’s announcement that HMRC will
not charge late filing penalties for returns filed online by 28 February.
That announcement related to filing of Self Assessment returns and is
unaffected by today’s announcement which relates to paying Self Assessment
liabilities.

This is the first time HMRC has delayed the charging of penalties for late
payment of Self Assessment liabilities

Self Assessment timeline:

31 January – Self Assessment deadline (paying and filing)
1 February – interest accrues on any outstanding tax bills
28 February – last date to file any late tax returns to avoid a late
filing penalty
1 April – last date to pay any outstanding tax or make a Time to Pay
arrangement, to avoid a late payment penalty
1 April – last date to set up a self-serve Time to Pay arrangement
online

https://www.gov.uk/pay-self-assessment-tax-bill
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The Self-serve Time to Pay data referenced is for online payment plans
created between 1 October 2020 and 17 February 2021.

Self-serve Time to Pay allows taxpayers to set up a payment plan online to
help them manage the cost of their tax bill up to £30,000. Customers will be
able to pay their tax bill in monthly instalments, up to January 2022.

If someone’s Self Assessment debts are more than £30,000, or they need longer
to pay a debt in full, they cannot set up a Time to Pay arrangement online.
But they may still be able to set up a Time to Pay arrangement by calling the
Self Assessment Payment Helpline on 0300 200 3822.

There is no change to the payment deadline and other obligations are not
affected. This means that:

the payment deadline remains 31 January and interest will be charged on
late payment. The current rate of late payment interest is 2.6%
a 5% late payment penalty will be charged if tax remains outstanding,
and a payment plan has not been set up, by midnight on 1 April 2021.
Further late payment penalties are charged at 6 and 12 months (August
2021 and February 2022 respectively), on tax outstanding where a payment
plan has not been set up

Follow the National Cyber Security Centre’s 6 essential steps to keep
yourself and your business secure online by visiting CyberAware.gov.uk.

January 2021 Transaction Data

News story

This data provides information about the number and types of applications
that HM Land Registry completed in January 2021.
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Please note this data shows what HM Land Registry has been able to process
during the time period covered and is not necessarily a reflection of market
activity.

In January:

HM Land Registry completed more than 1,635,591 applications to change or
query the Land Register
the South East topped the table of regional applications with 387,517

HM Land Registry completed 1,635,591 applications in January compared with
1,431,694 in December and 1,838,833 last January 2020, of which:

299,991 were applications for register updates compared with 272,475 in
December
870,631 were applications for an official copy of a register compared
with 718,867 in December
204,003 were search and hold queries (official searches) compared with
221,840 in December

Applications by region and country

Region/country November
applications

December
Applications

January
Applications

South East 409,245 337,929 387,517
Greater London 314,597 259,272 298,896
North West 191,689 166,638 184,916
South West 170,214 141,011 165,451

West Midlands 143,935 121,054 137,979
Yorkshire and the

Humber 135,951 111,242 125,734

East Midlands 122,093 102,151 117,215
North 80,300 67,269 77,101

East Anglia 72,154 61,473 387,517
Isles of Scilly 43 53 60

Wales 69,930 63,541 71,420
England and Wales (not

assigned) 86 61 82

Total 1,710,237 1,431,694 1,635,591

Top 5 local authority areas

January 2021 applications

Top 5 Local authority areas January applications
Birmingham 23,223
Cornwall 20,849

City of Westminster 19,594



Top 5 Local authority areas January applications
Leeds 18,684

Buckinghamshire 16,768

December 2020 applications

Top 5 local authority areas December applications
Birmingham 21,069

City of Westminster 17,307
Leeds 17,137

Buckinghamshire 15,282
Cornwall 14,724

Top 5 customers

January 2021 applications

Top 5 Customers January applications
Infotrack Limited 85,460

Enact 37,663
TM Group (UK) Ltd (Search Choice) 21,986

Optima Legal Services 21,269
O’Neill Patient 20,340

December 2020 applications

Top 5 customers December applications
Infotrack Limited 80,703

Enact 32,972
TM Group (UK) Ltd (Search Choice) 24,696

Optima Legal Services 19,316
O’Neill Patient 18,654

Next publication
Transaction Data is published on the 15th working day of each month. The
February data will be published at 11am on Friday 19 March 2021.
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Report 01/2021: Person struck by a
train at Eden Park station

Summary

At around 19:05 hrs on Wednesday 26 February 2020, a passenger train struck
and fatally injured a person who had just fallen from platform 1 of Eden Park
station.

The person, who had impaired vision, moved near to, and fell from, the
platform edge probably because his visual impairment meant he was unaware
that he was close to this edge. The platform edge was not fitted with
markings intended to assist visually impaired people.

Following the accident, emergency services staff were unable to determine
whether the third rail traction power supply had been turned off until a
member of Network Rail staff arrived on-scene. This resulted in a delay of
over 12 minutes between London Ambulance Service staff arriving at the scene
and accessing the track to provide medical care.

The combined effect of DfT, ORR, RSSB, Network Rail and Southeastern Railway
guidance and processes meant that safety-based justifications for platform
edge markings (including tactile surfaces) to aid visually impaired people,
were not always effectively considered by the railway industry.

Recommendations

The report makes six recommendations. The first and second are addressed to
DfT and Network Rail, firstly to seek improvements in the processes that
govern when tactile surfaces at the edge of station platforms should be
installed, and secondly to develop a plan for installing tactile surfaces at
higher priority locations in a timely manner across the railway network. The
third is addressed to the Rail Delivery Group to develop means of reducing
the risk to visually impaired people using station platforms where tactile
surfaces have not yet been installed. The fourth is addressed to ORR and
seeks improvements in the information made publicly available to help
visually impaired people to decide whether it is safe to travel. The fifth is
addressed to RSSB, to develop processes to ensure that the rail industry has
sufficient information, guidance and decision-support tools to fully address
the safety risks associated with disabled people using the railway.

A sixth recommendation is addressed to the British Transport Police, National
Fire Chiefs Council, Association of Ambulance Chief Executives, London Fire
Brigade, London Ambulance Service and Network Rail to improve the processes
associated with emergency services staff responding to incidents on the
national rail network.

Short video summary of the investigation
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Simon French, Chief Inspector of Rail Accidents said:

This tragic accident resulted in the death of someone who had
impaired vision and mobility, and relied on the railway to
transport him safely. My thoughts are with his family, and others
who knew and were close to him, as we publish our investigation
report.

Our investigation concluded that the absence of a tactile strip
along the platform edge may have been a factor in this accident.
These strips are used to provide visually impaired passengers with
an indication that they are approaching the platform edge. Eden
Park is far from unique: around half of all mainline stations in
the UK are also not equipped with this valuable aid to the visually
impaired.

Our investigation found that government and the railway industry
have policies in place to make rail travel more accessible for
people with disabilities. However, there appears to have been no
coherent strategy for the provision of tactile strips, despite
their obvious importance to visually impaired people who value the
opportunity to travel independently, without reliance on staff.

Although RAIB recognises that the immediate provision of tactile
strips across the network would be very expensive, there is a need
to develop a new policy to guide decision makers. This would inform
the development of a programme for installation of tactile strips,
particularly at places where the risk is likely to be higher, such
as busy unstaffed stations. It cannot always make sense simply to
wait until platforms are refurbished to install the strips.

While accessibility has rightly been promoted in recent years, it
is important that safety is properly considered when the industry
is looking at the arrangements and facilities that they provide for
disabled or impaired passengers. The well-established principle
that additional measures should be provided to protect rail
passengers, where reasonably practicable to do so, applies to all.
It is for this reason that we are urging a re-think on the approach
to provision of tactile strips to ensure that they are installed
where most needed.

Notes to editors

The sole purpose of RAIB investigations is to prevent future accidents1.
and incidents and improve railway safety. RAIB does not establish blame,
liability or carry out prosecutions.
RAIB operates, as far as possible, in an open and transparent manner.2.
While our investigations are completely independent of the railway
industry, we do maintain close liaison with railway companies and if we
discover matters that may affect the safety of the railway, we make sure



that information about them is circulated to the right people as soon as
possible, and certainly long before publication of our final report.
For media enquiries, please call 07814 812293.3.

Newsdate: 19 February 2021


