Construction work to start on new
section of York flood scheme

The work will see more than 500m of new flood defences installed in sections
between Skeldergate Bridge and Millennium Bridge on the Rowntree Park side of
the River Ouse.

It will include:

e new flood gates at the bottom of Clementhorpe

construction of seven flood walls

an embankment

240m of below ground seepage mitigation under Terry Avenue
e raising of the road at the bottom of Butcher Terrace

As part of the construction programme, Terry Avenue will be closed between
its junction with Skeldergate and Roomzzz Hotel, for approximately 12 months,
starting in April.

The first stage of the work will involve building the construction compound
on the football pitch at the south end of Rowntree Park.

The project team say they aim to complete the work by the end of next year.

The total cost of the project is £7.7 million, funded by Defra as part of the
York Flood Alleviation Scheme. City of York Council is contributing £317,000
to the scheme.

In total, the Environment Agency is investing £45 million in the York Flood
Alleviation Scheme, to better protect 2,000 homes and businesses in the city
from flooding.

Ben Hughes, of the Environment Agency, said:

The Clementhorpe section of our York Flood Alleviation Scheme is a
once in a lifetime opportunity to reduce the risk of flooding to
135 homes.

We are very pleased that we’ve now received final approval from
City of York Council to start construction on this section of the
scheme.

This section of work is a very complex engineering project and
there have been a number of hurdles we have had to overcome to
bring it to fruition.

To join the mailing list to get regular updates on the York Flood Alleviation
Scheme, email yorkfloodplan@environment-agency.gov.uKk.
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More information about York Flood Alleviation Scheme.

Information about the Environment Agency’s Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk
Management Strategy for England.

Sign up to flood warnings.

Media contact: george.hinton@environment-agency.qgov.uk
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HMS Cambria: Cardiff’s new ‘crown
jewel’ in the defence estate

Described as ‘a crown jewel’ in the Defence Estate, HMS Cambria was delivered
on time and on budget by RFCA for Wales in partnership with the Royal Navy
and Associated British Ports (ABP).

The hugely successful project has enabled HMS Cambria, Wales’ only Royal Navy
Reserve unit, to return to its original maritime home in Cardiff, and enjoy a
presence near the centre of Government for Wales.

It was four decades ago that HMS Cambria moved from Cardiff Docks to premises
at Sully. Over the years there have numerous attempts to return the unit to
the capital, however it was the publication of Defence’s Future Reserves 2020
(FR20) programme in 2013 that provided the catalyst enabling HMS Cambria’s
move back to the capital city.

The bespoke facility now serves as the central hub and operating base for the
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Ship’s company from HMS Cambria; personnel from Wales'’s University Royal
Naval Unit (URNU) who look after student Naval cadets at universities in the
city, and the Royal Marine Reserves (RMR).

Reservists now have access to state-of-the-art classroom suites, shared
accommodation facilities, administrative services, as well as social and
fitness centres all under one roof.

Colonel Nick Beard, Chief Executive of the Reserve Forces’ and Cadets’
Association for Wales said:

Not only has the project enabled HMS Cambria to fittingly return to
its original maritime home, but it now offers the best possible
facilities for our reservists to work and train. We hope the brand-
new facility will inspire future potential reservists from the
surrounding areas to sign up to become vital and valued members of
the Armed Forces family.

In addition to this ‘crown jewel’ in the Defence Estate, as described by
Captain Mark Wyatt, (Navy Infra Capability Manager Reserves), the RFCA for
Wales is responsible for the upkeep of over 400 buildings that are home to
cadets and reserves in Wales.
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Our vaccination programme is a
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national success story

Today marks 12 weeks since Margaret Keenan became the first person in the
world to receive a clinically approved vaccine for COVID-19. She has since
been joined by over 20 million other citizens of this country in the biggest
and fastest vaccination effort the world has ever seen.

This is a phenomenal achievement. Our vaccination programme is a national
success story for the whole United Kingdom, and the reason it matters is that
it allows us to replace the protection currently given by restrictions on our
freedoms with the protection from science.

The data confirms that this strategy is working because the vaccines work.
The number of hospital admissions is falling faster than the number of new
cases, whereas in the first peak it fell more slowly, and the fall in
hospitalisations is faster among the age groups vaccinated first than in
younger age groups yet to get a jab.

I can tell the House about some further analysis that backs up this excellent
news. The halving time of hospital admissions is now every 18 days. Over the
past fortnight, it has fallen for those aged over 85 from 18 days to 15. This
morning, the Office for National Statistics published data showing the number
of deaths falling by over a quarter a week in mid-February. More than that,
the number of deaths each day is not only falling faster than after the first
peak, but it is falling faster in the over-80s, who got the jab first,
compared with the under-80s.

The number of daily deaths is halving every 12 days, but among the over-80s
it is now halving every 10, so while the fall in cases is decelerating, the
fall in the number of deaths is accelerating. What all this shows is that the
vaccine is working, reducing the number of deaths among those who were
vaccinated first and preventing hospital admissions. This is real-world
evidence that the vaccine is protecting the NHS and saving lives, that the
12-week dosing regime is saving lives, and that this country’s strategy is
working.

As well as this real-world data, I would like to update the House on 2 new
pieces of analytical research published over the last 24 hours. First, this
morning the Office for National Statistics published new data on the levels
of protection people have. They show that up to 11 February, 1 in 4 people
are estimated to have antibodies against coronavirus in England, up from 1 in
5. The levels are highest in the over-80s, the first group to be vaccinated,
showing again the protection from the vaccine across the country.

The second piece of research, published last night, shows that a single dose
of either the Oxford or the Pfizer vaccine delivers protection against severe
infection in the over-70s, with a more than 80% reduction in
hospitalisations. It is great news that both vaccines work so effectively. In
fact, the protection from catching COVID 35 days after the first jab is even
slightly better for the Oxford jab than for the Pfizer, so people can have
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confidence that they will get protection, whichever jab they are offered.

I am grateful for the work of colleagues across the House in promoting
vaccine take-up, which has helped to deliver some of the highest levels of
enthusiasm for vaccination in the whole world, and I am pleased to inform the
House that we are now inviting over-60s to be vaccinated too. Although the
day-to-day figures for supply are lumpy, we have some bumper weeks ahead
later this month. Given that our vaccination programme began 12 weeks ago
today, from now we begin in earnest our programme of second vaccinations,
which ramps up over the month of March. I can assure the House that we have
factored these second jabs into our supply projections, and we are on track
to meet our target of offering a vaccine to all priority groups 1 to 9 by 15
April and to all adults by the end of July.

OQur vaccination programme means that we can set out our road map to freedom
and put this pandemic behind us — but we must stay vigilant because COVID-19,
like all viruses, mutates over time. Part of controlling any virus is
responding to new variants as they arise, just as we do with flu each year.
Knowing this, we invested in genomic sequencing right at the start of the
pandemic, giving the UK one of the biggest genomic sequencing capabilities in
the world. Thanks to that, we have been able to spot variants here at home
and support others to detect variants in other parts of the world.

I would like to update the House on the 6 cases of the variant of concern
that was first identified in Manaus in Brazil and that we have now identified
here in the UK. We know that 5 of those 6 people quarantined at home, as they
were legally required to do. We have been in contact with them, and I would
like to put on record my gratitude to them for doing their duty and following
the rules. Whenever we identify cases of a new variant, we respond fast and
come down hard by bringing in enhanced sequencing and testing, so we are
stepping up our testing and sequencing in south Gloucestershire as a
precaution. We have no information to suggest that the variant has spread
further.

Unfortunately, 1 of the 6 cases completed a test but did not successfully
complete the contact details. Incidents like this are rare and occur only in
around 0.1% of tests. I can update the House with the latest information on
identifying this case. We have identified the batch of home test kits in
question, and our search has narrowed from the whole country down to 379
households in the south east of England. We are contacting each one. We are
grateful that a number of potential cases have come forward following the
call that we put out over the weekend, and I would like to thank colleagues
from across the House who have helped us to get the message out there.

Our current vaccines have not yet been studied against this variant. We are
working to understand what impact it might have, but we do know that the
variant has caused significant challenges in Brazil, so we are doing all we
can to stop the spread of this new variant in the UK, to analyse its effects,
to develop an updated vaccine that works on all these variants of concern,
and to protect the progress that we have made as a nation. This country is on
the road to recovery and we have freedom on the horizon. We must proceed with
caution because although we are moving quickly, the virus moves quickly too.



Let us not waver. Let us do whatever it takes to keep this virus under
control.



