
Alok Sharma speaks at launch of UNFCC
Regional Climate Weeks

Good afternoon.

Climate change is one of the greatest challenges faced by the world.

And it will take the world to address it.

Last week saw the publication of the initial NDC synthesis report, which
shows that national governments must urgently do more to reduce emissions.

And while we are committed to a positive outcome to the COP26 negotiations,
we recognise that, ultimately, addressing the climate crisis requires more
than national governments.

It requires cities and regions, business and civil society to unite behind
the Paris Agreement.

And it requires us to work together.

That is why enhancing collaboration, internationally and across society, is a
central theme of the UK’s COP26 Presidency.

And we have established new forums like the Adaptation Action Coalition, for
example.

And the COP Energy Transition Council.

And we are fully behind our brilliant UN High-Level Climate Champions and
their Race to Zero and Race to Resilience calls to action.

And we are backing these Regional Climate Weeks to the hilt.

So it is a pleasure to join you today to launch them.

These events are a unique opportunity.

They are an opportunity to come together and drive practical action in every
region and sector, to help implement the Paris Agreement.

To build partnerships and share solutions between governments and across
society.

And I know our COP26 regional ambassadors, and the High-Level Champions are
looking forward to joining your conversations.

And I very much hope and expect that these will have real impact.

Because, together, with partnership and collaboration, and the ambition and
the commitment, we can make the Paris Agreement a reality.
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Thank you.

Ends.

British Embassy Athens programme in
celebration of the bicentenary of the
Greek Revolution

Britain’s role in Greece’s struggle for independence is for me and my
colleagues in the British Embassy a source of endless fascination but also
great pride. This year gives us the chance to explore and celebrate it as
never before.

Of course it was Greece’s revolution, and a triumph for the Greek people and
its leaders. But we Brits too want to commemorate the thrilling events of 200
years ago, and the supporting role that Britain played – through the
inspirational contribution of Byron and the London Greek Committee, the
diplomatic dexterity of Lord Canning, the Royal Navy’s role in the struggle
at sea that culminated in Navarino.

So we are planning a programme of activity which commemorates that shared
history, but also looks to the future.

We will champion our historic military alliance this year when our Fleet
flagship, the new aircraft carrier HMS Queen Elizabeth passes through Greek
waters. But we will also use the ship’s cutting-edge technical capability as
a platform to showcase Britain as a centre of excellence for science,
innovation, research and study.

We will celebrate our rich relationship in arts and culture in two very
different ways. We will lend the stunning Thomas Phillips portrait of Byron
to the Benaki Museum for their “1821 Before and After” exhibition at the
Pireos annex. Thousands more Greeks will have the opportunity there to see
this magnificent depiction of the arguably best known Philhellene of them all
when the show opens later this year.

But contemporary visual art and the next generation of Greece’s creative
talent will have a place too. We will unveil a large-scale banner on the
Embassy’s Vasilissis Sofias building this Spring. The winning design will be
that which best expresses both the historic and our contemporary
relationship, and be chosen through a competition among students from
Greece’s Fine Arts Schools.

Indeed youth is at the heart of our programme – alongside the guiding spirit
of the Philhellenes: volunteerism. The soldiers, sailors, writers,
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administrators, doctors and journalists, adventurers of all types, who came
to Greece in the 1820s and 1830s including from Britain were extraordinary
individuals for many reasons. But especially because they were all
volunteers.

We want to channel that spirit of activism and personal responsibility into
direct action to tackle today’s shared challenges. We will be working to
develop capacity and capability in today’s UK and Greek not-for-profit and
voluntary sectors, training future leaders, and bringing young Greeks and
Britons together on Greek soil, to work for a more inclusive and sustainable
future. The spirit of 1821 calls us to cooperate again on the major crises we
must tackle together today, climate change and recovery from the pandemic.

Our year’s programme starts by exploring the events and ideas that shaped
Britain’s involvement in the Greek revolution, and our alliance with Greece
thereafter. We will host throughout the year a new series of lectures –
titled “The 2021 Lectures – Britain, Britons and the Greek Revolution” via an
online partnership with the newspaper To Vima. The talks and texts will be
freely accessible to all. And we hope to host some of them again live at the
Residence later in the year, when restrictions ease.

It’s an exciting programme, and the British Embassy shares the excitement the
whole country feels as Greece celebrates 200 years from the start of the
revolution – a celebration of courage, determination, sacrifice and of
course, liberty. Values which the British philhellenes shared with the Greek
revolutionaries then, and our countries still do today. Since 1821, our
partnership has gone from strength to strength, and 2021 will be just the
next chapter.
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Budget 2021 sets path for recovery

Chancellor’s three-point plan to protect jobs and strengthen public finances

billions to support businesses and families through the pandemic
investment-led recovery as UK emerges from lockdown
future changes to strengthen public finances

Chancellor of the Exchequer Rishi Sunak said his immediate priority continues
to be supporting those hardest hit, with extensions to furlough, self-
employed support, business grants, loans and VAT cuts – bringing total fiscal
support to over £407 billion.

He also set out plans to drive jobs, growth and investment to help the
economy rebound – and spoke honestly about the tough choices required to put
the public finances on a more sustainable path.

Delivering the budget in Parliament Chancellor of the Exchequer Rishi Sunak
said:

This Budget meets the moment with a three-part plan to protect the
jobs and livelihoods of the British people.

First, we will continue doing whatever it takes to support the
British people and businesses through this moment of crisis.

Second, once we are on the way to recovery, we will need to begin
fixing the public finances – and I want to be honest today about
our plans to do that.

And, third, in today’s Budget we begin the work of building our
future economy.
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Protecting jobs and livelihoods

In line with the government’s roadmap for the cautious easing of social
distancing rules, the Chancellor pledged to keep economic support in place
until we are out of lockdown.

To protect the livelihoods of those hardest hit, the Coronavirus Job
Retention Scheme will be extended to September and the Self-Employment Income
Support Scheme (SEISS) will continue with a fourth and a fifth grant. The
Chancellor announced that more than 600,000 people, many of whom became self-
employed in 2019-20, may now be able to claim direct cash grants under SEISS.

In addition, the business rates holiday in England has been extended by an
additional three months. That means 750,000 retail, hospitality and leisure
properties in England will pay no business rates for three months from 1
April when combined with Small Business Rates Relief, with further relief
available for the rest of the year.

To continue supporting the 150,000 businesses in the tourism and hospitality
sectors and to protect 2.4 million jobs, the government has extended the
temporary 5% reduced rate of VAT until 30 September 2021. To help businesses
manage the transition back to the standard rate, a 12.5% rate will then apply
for a further six months, until 31 March 2022.

Grant funding will be available to businesses in England through a new £5
billion Restart Grant scheme to help the high street, providing up to
£18,000, bringing the total spent on business grants to £25 billion.

A new Recovery Loan Scheme will also be launched to replace the existing
government guaranteed schemes which have supported £73 billion of lending to
date and close at the end of March.

To maintain momentum for the Covid-19 vaccination programme, the Budget will
inject an extra £1.65 billion to ensure the roll-out in England continues to
be a success and invest a further £50 million to boost the UK’s vaccine
testing capability.

As part of the UK Government’s Plan for Jobs to support, protect and create
jobs, the Chancellor is increasing support with £126 million of new money to
enable 40,000 more traineeships, and doubling the cash incentive to firms who
take on an apprentice to a £3,000 payment per hire. The National Living Wage
will be increased to £8.91 from April and there will also be a six-month
extension of the £20 per week Universal Credit uplift, with eligible Working
Tax Credit claimants receiving a one-off payment of £500.

A new mortgage guarantee scheme will enable homebuyers to secure a mortgage
up to £600,000 with a 5% deposit, and an extension to the temporary cut in
Stamp Duty Land Tax to September will support the housing market and protect
and create jobs.

£700 million will support the UK’s arts, culture and sporting institutions as
they reopen, backing the UK and Ireland’s joint bid to host the World Cup in
2030.



To put more money in the public’s pocket, fuel duty will be frozen for the
11th consecutive year and there will be a freeze in duty rates for beer,
cider, wine and spirits.

Strengthening the public finances

The Chancellor was honest with the public about the need to get public
finances back on track and give people and businesses the certainty they need
for the future while not raising rates of income tax, national insurance or
VAT.

Income tax personal allowance and the higher rate threshold will rise next
year as planned and will then be maintained at that level until April 2026.
Nobody’s take home pay will be less than it is now, and the UK’s allowances
remain the most generous of any G20 country.

To balance the need to raise revenue with the objective of having an
internationally competitive tax system, the rate of Corporation Tax will
increase to 25%, which will remain the lowest rate in the G7. In order to
support the recovery, the increase will not take effect until 2023.
Businesses with profits of £50,000 or less, around 70% of actively trading
companies, will continue to be taxed at 19%. A tapered rate will also be
introduced for profits above £50,000, so that only businesses with profits of
£250,000 or greater will be taxed at the full 25% rate.

An investment-led recovery

The Budget will spread investment and opportunity across the UK, helping
businesses to grow, and improving access to skills, capital and ideas.

New English Freeports will be based in East Midlands Airport, Felixstowe &
Harwich, Humber, Liverpool City Region, Plymouth, Solent, Thames and Teesside
and will be special economic zones with different rules to make it easier and
cheaper to do business. Combined with changes to immigration rules, the Towns
Fund, the UK-wide Levelling Up Fund, and the UK Community Renewal Fund,
opportunities for well-paid jobs, innovation and growth will be leveled up
across the country.

The Budget also coincides with the publication of the the government’s new
Build Back Better: our plan for growth strategy, setting out how
infrastructure, skills and innovation will drive the UK economy.

130,000 small and medium sized businesses will be supported through the new
Help to Grow scheme, providing the digital and management tools needed to
innovate, grow and help drive recovery.

Beginning April 2021, a new super-deduction will cut companies’ tax bill by
25p for every pound they invest in new equipment meaning they can reduce
their taxable profits by 130% of the cost. This is worth £25 billion to
companies over the two-year period the super-deduction will be in full
effect.

And to help progress the Prime Minister’s ambitious Ten Point Plan for a



green industrial revolution, new port infrastructure will be built to support
the next generation of offshore wind projects in Teesside and Humberside. The
UK will issue at least £15 billion in green bonds to help finance the
transition to net zero and the government will launch the world’s first
sovereign green savings bond for retail investors.

Support for the whole UK

Many of today’s announcements such as the extension of job support schemes
and VAT cut will directly benefit people across the UK.

In addition, this budget provides an additional £2.4 billion to the devolved
administrations in 2021-22 through the Barnett formula.

the Scottish Government will benefit from a £1.2 billion funding boost

the Welsh Government a £740 million funding boost

the Northern Ireland Executive a £410 million funding boost

Further measures announced by the Chancellor can be found at this factsheet.
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