Farmers invited to take first step
towards greener future

Farmers are being encouraged to take part in the pilot of the Sustainable
Farming Incentive — the next step in the Government’s landmark plans to
reward farmers and land managers for sustainable farming practices.

Details of the new scheme have been published today (Wednesday 10 March) and
expressions of interest for the pilot will open from Monday 15 March.

Now the UK has left the EU and is no longer bound by the bureaucratic Common
Agricultural Policy, the Government is introducing a new system that is
tailored to the interests of our farmers. It is the most significant change
to farming and land management in 50 years, designed to deliver a renewed
agricultural sector, producing healthy food for consumption at home and
abroad, where farms can be profitable and economically sustainable.

The Sustainable Farming Incentive is the first of three schemes to be piloted
and co-designed. Further information on the other two schemes, Local Nature
Recovery and Landscape Recovery, will be shared later this year.

The three schemes will reward farmers and land managers for producing public
goods like biodiversity, cleaner water, cleaner air, improving soil, and
carbon reduction on their land. They will help our farmers, foresters and
other land managers play a crucial role in the national effort to tackle
climate change by reducing carbon emissions.

The Sustainable Farming Incentive will support approaches to farming that
deliver for the environment, such as actions to improve soil health,
hedgerows and integrated pest management. For example, a farmer might be paid
to manage and plant hedgerows to provide year-round food, shelter and
breeding cover for birds and insects, or take actions to boost the levels of
organic matter in soils.

The pilot will build on the great success of the ongoing programme of tests
and trials, which already involve over 3,000 farmers and other land

managers. Tests and trials focus on trying out individual parts of the future
scheme, like land management plans or different payment methods — whereas the
pilot will test a working version of the scheme from start to finish.

Environment Secretary George Eustice said:

The ethos at the heart of our future policy is to support the
choices of individual farm enterprises.

The Sustainable Farming Incentive will support the environment and
promote animal welfare. It will reward approaches to farm husbandry
such as encouraging integrated pest management, improving soil
health and enhancing hedgerows.


http://www.government-world.com/farmers-invited-to-take-first-step-towards-greener-future/
http://www.government-world.com/farmers-invited-to-take-first-step-towards-greener-future/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sustainable-farming-incentive-scheme-pilot-launch-overview
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sustainable-farming-incentive-scheme-pilot-launch-overview
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sustainable-farming-incentive-scheme-pilot-launch-overview

Assets that were previously dubbed ‘ineligible features’ will
finally have their value recognised and rewarded. I would encourage
farmers to engage in this pilot to help us design the new scheme.

Farmers will need to complete a short, simple online form to submit
expressions of interest in taking part in the Sustainable Farming Incentive
pilot.

Successful candidates will then be invited to complete their application and,
if eligible, they will enter into a pilot agreement starting from October
2021. This initial stage will be open to several hundred farmers, reflecting
England’s distribution of farm types and locations.

Pilot participants will be asked to take part in a range of co-design
activities, providing rapid feedback on their experience of all aspects of
the process — from pre-application to implementing their agreements. This
will ensure the scheme is fully workable and user-friendly once fully rolled
out from 2024.

For the first phase of the Sustainable Farming Incentive pilot, a farmer is
only eligible if they:

e are a recipient of the Basic Payments Scheme, registered on the Rural
Payments Agency system

e enter land parcels (fields) into the pilot that do not have an
existing agri-environment agreement on them

e have management control of the land for the duration of the pilot. They
must either own the land with management control or have a tenancy of
enough length to implement their pilot agreement (including landlord’s
permission if required)

e enter land parcels that are in England

e enter land parcels that are not common land

In the first phase of the pilot, participants will be able to select from an
initial set of eight standards to build their own agreements. The standards
will promote cleaner air and water, and guard against environmental risks
such as climate change and flooding. Within each standard there are three
levels for participants to choose from — Introductory, Intermediate and
Advanced. Each level is more challenging, and more rewarding, than the
previous level and delivers greater environmental benefits.

For the first phase of the pilot, payment rates for land management actions
will be set at a broadly equivalent level to rates under Countryside
Stewardship. This is a starting position only and updated payment rates for
the launch of the Sustainable Farming Incentive scheme from 2022 are
currently being developed, in consultation with farmers and representative
groups.

Farmers who participate in piloting will continue to receive their BPS
payments while they are in pilot agreements. It would be possible for a
farmer to be involved in piloting and be in a Countryside Stewardship (CS)



agreement — but not involving the same parcels of land (fields). In other
words, a farmer could have some land parcels in the pilot, and other parcels
in CS, but not the same parcels in both.

Letter to building control bodies on
the retraction of three tests carried
out on Kingspan K15 insulation
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Consultation launched on environmental
principles

Ministers will put protecting the environment at the heart of future policy,
under new plans set out today (Wednesday 10 March).

The landmark Environment Bill will create a duty on ministers across
Whitehall to be guided by five internationally recognised environmental
principles when making policy — protecting the environment for the next
generation and demonstrating to the world that the environment is at the
front and centre of the Government’s work, ahead of the 2021 United Nations
Climate Change Conference.

Environment Secretary George Eustice said:
We want to embed the environment in the design, development and
delivery of the Government’'s work.

OQur environmental principles are essential, and will ensure that
ministers across Whitehall are guided to not just protect the
environment, but tackle problems at their origin.
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This will deliver our pledge to leave the environment in a better
state for future generations.

This legally binding statement will introduce five environmental principles,
committing the government to building back greener. These principles are:

e The integration principle is the principle which states that policy-
makers should look for opportunities to embed environmental protection
in other fields of policy that have impacts on the environment.

e The prevention principle means that government policy should aim to
prevent, reduce or mitigate harm.

e The rectification at source principle means that if damage to the
environment cannot be prevented it should be tackled at its origin.

e The polluter pays principle is the principle that those who cause
pollution or damage to the environment should be responsible for
mitigation or compensation.

e The precautionary principle states that where there are threats of
serious or irreversible environmental damage, a lack of scientific
certainty shall not be used as a reason for postponing cost-effective
measures to prevent environmental degradation.

There is no pathway to tackling climate change that does not involve the
recovery and protection of nature. As hosts of COP26 this year, President of
the G7 and a key player in the CBD COP15, the UK is leading the climate
change agenda and the environmental principles will help to bring government,
society and the world Together for our Planet.

The Government is consulting on the draft policy statement on the five
environmental principles which sets out how they should be interpreted and
proportionately applied.

The policy statement will guide ministers across Government departments
towards opportunities to prevent environmental damage whilst supporting
innovation and sustainable development, helping the Government in its aim to
deliver the most ambitious environmental programme of any country on earth.

Defra will support government departments in understanding and applying the
requirements of the new duty in their policymaking. Defra will provide
information workshops and training, and incorporate the principles into
existing government policy guidance documents, such as the Treasury’s Green
Book.

You can respond to the consultation here.
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: ¥ be d Lified

over construction cartel

This move follows an investigation by the Competition and Markets Authority
(CMA) into 2 of the UK’s largest suppliers of rolled lead, Associated Lead
Mills Ltd (ALM) and H.J. Enthoven Ltd (trading as BLM British Lead), which
are based in Hertfordshire. Rolled lead is used mainly for roofing and is an
important product for the construction sector.

The companies, which together account for a sizeable proportion of UK rolled
lead supplies, admitted last year to forming an illegal cartel. This included
breaking the law 4 times by colluding on prices, sharing the rolled lead
market by arranging not to target certain customers, and arranging not to
supply a new business because it risked disrupting the firms’' existing
customer relationships. Each of the arrangements included exchanges of
competitively-sensitive information. As a result, the companies were fined
£1.5m and £8m respectively.

Reflecting the serious nature of the breaches and the directors’ involvement,
the CMA has now secured the disqualification of Mr Jocelyn Campbell (BLM), Mr
Graham Hudson and Mr Maurice Sherling (ALM). All were directors at the time
the illegal activity took place.

Mr Campbell also sought to conceal his communications with competitor
businesses by using a different mobile phone from his main one, in the period
from December 2016 until the launch of the investigation in July 2017. This
only came to light when the CMA seized the phone.

Mr Sherling admitted to suspecting that ALM was breaching competition law and
receiving competitively-sensitive information from a competitor (Mr Campbell
of BLM) but doing nothing to stop it.

Mr Campbell will be disqualified for 6.5 years, Mr Hudson for 4 years and Mr
Sherling for 3 years.

Michael Grenfell, Executive Director of Enforcement at the CMA, said:

“It’'s an important responsibility of company directors to ensure that their
companies don’t engage in illegal anti-competitive practices, which can lead
to higher prices for customers.

“The CMA has clear evidence that these directors either knowingly entered
into illegal arrangements and communications, or were aware of them and did
nothing to stop them. That'’s why these measures are needed. This should be a
message to all directors — if your company breaches competition law, you risk
personal disqualification.”

The CMA has issued a range of guidance to help businesses and directors
understand more about how to comply with competition law, including
compliance advice for company directors on how to avoid director
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disqualification and the competition law risk guide.

More information can be found on the investigation into roofing materials
case page.

Notes to Editors

1. Under the Company Directors Disqualification Act, the CMA has the power
to apply to the court to disqualify a director from holding company
directorships or performing certain roles in relation to a company, for
a specified period, if a company of which he or she is a director has
breached competition law. The Act also allows the CMA to accept a
disqualification undertaking from a director as an alternative to
bringing proceedings in court for an order; such an undertaking has the
same legal effect as a disqualification order. These disqualifications
were secured by such an undertaking.

2. The public can access the register of disqualified directors at the
Companies House website.

3. Associated Lead Mills Ltd (ALM) is owned by International Metal
Industries Ltd. H.J. Enthoven Ltd (trading as BLM British Lead) is owned
by Eco-Bat Technologies Ltd.

4. The disqualification of Mr Campbell will begin on 18 March 2021 and the
disqualifications of Mr Hudson and Mr Sherling will begin on 30 May
2021.

5. Media queries should be directed to: press@cma.gov.uk or 020 3738 6460.

Surveyor who destroyed company papers
banned

Keith Alan Da Costa (64), of Manningtree in Essex, was the sole director of
KAD Consultants Limited since its incorporation in May 2011.

The company traded as surveyors providing services to general building
contractors and the construction industry until it went into liquidation in
June 2017.

KAD Consultants’ liquidation, however, triggered an investigation by the
Insolvency Service before investigators uncovered instances of misconduct.

For the last 15 months of trading, Keith Da Costa did not maintain adequate
accounting records which made it difficult to determine legitimate trading
activities.

During this period, the company bank account revealed that in excess of
£177,000 had been paid in and removed but it was not possible to determine
whether this was legitimate business income and expenditure.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/advice-for-company-directors-on-avoiding-cartel-infringements/avoiding-disqualification-advice-for-company-directors
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/competition-law-risk-a-short-guide/competition-law-risk-a-short-guide
https://www.gov.uk/cma-cases/roofing-materials
https://www.gov.uk/cma-cases/roofing-materials
mailto:press@cma.gov.uk
http://www.government-world.com/surveyor-who-destroyed-company-papers-banned/
http://www.government-world.com/surveyor-who-destroyed-company-papers-banned/

Payments of almost £76,000 were made to 3 individuals, including more than
£40,000 detailed as wages, but investigators were unable to verify whether
these payments were for genuine business expenditure or wages.

Investigators were unable to establish the number of company employees, nor
the level of remuneration taken by Keith Da Costa. The 2016 company accounts
revealed Keith Da Costa owed the company just over £91,000 in the form of
loans but at liquidation, the statement of affairs signed by the director
showed none of his loans being outstanding.

Further enquiries uncovered that from at least November 2015 onwards Keith Da
Costa’s surveyors firm had not paid VAT, Corporation Tax and PAYE. At
liquidation in excess of £133,000 was outstanding to the tax authorities.

Legal proceedings at the High Court were initiated by the Insolvency Service
acting on behalf of the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy. On 17 February, however, the day before the trial was
due to recommence, the Secretary of State accepted a 5-year undertaking that
bans Keith Da Costa as acting as a company director.

In his undertaking, Keith Da Costa did not dispute that he failed to ensure
KAD Consultants Limited maintained and/or preserved adequate accounting
records or in the alternative failed to deliver these up to the liquidator
and that he traded KAD to the detriment of the tax authorities. He also
agreed to pay costs of more than £20,000.

The disqualification starts on 10 March and means Keith Da Costa is banned
from directly or indirectly becoming involved, without the permission of the
court, in the promotion, formation or management of a company.

Lawrence Zussman, Deputy Director of Insolvent Investigations at the
Insolvency Service, said:

Despite numerous requests from the liquidator, Keith Da Costa
produced very little in terms of his business’s accounting records
and eventually admitted he had shredded his company’s paperwork as
he considered it was no longer of any use.

Such behaviour by Keith Da Costa was in flagrant breach of the
Companies Act and along with neglecting his responsibilities to
deal with his company’s taxation affairs has demonstrated he is
unfit to be a company director and has been removed from the
business environment for 5 years.

Keith Alan Da Costa date of birth is October 1956.

KAD Consultants Limited (Company Reg no. 07651544).

Disqualification undertakings are the administrative equivalent of a
disqualification order but do not involve court proceedings. Persons subject
to a disqualification order are bound by a range of other restrictions.
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Further information about the work of the Insolvency Service, and how to
complain about financial misconduct, is available.

You can also follow the Insolvency Service on:


https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/insolvency-service

