
UN Human Rights Council 51: UK
explanation of vote on racism
resolution

Mr. President, we remain resolute in our commitment to combating all forms of
racism, racial discrimination and xenophobia and related intolerance whether
that be at home or abroad. Discrimination of any kind has no place in
society, and we will continue to treat all forms of discrimination with equal
seriousness.

Nonetheless, we have a number of concerns with this text. We do not agree
with the multiple references to the Durban Conference, given the historic
concerns over antisemitism. And we cannot accept the references to the Durban
Review Conference or the positive language regarding last year’s
commemorative event in New York and its political declaration.

We do not agree with claims made in this resolution that states are required
to make reparations for the slave trade and colonialism, which caused great
suffering to many but were not, at that time, violations of international
law. Moreover, these claims divert focus from the pressing challenges of
tackling contemporary racism and global inequality – which are global
challenges affecting all regions. We believe that the most effective way for
us all today to respond to the cruelty of the past is to ensure that current
and future generations do not forget what happened.

Mr. President, we stressed last year that the importance of the fight against
racism requires that we move forward together on a common path. For that to
happen, we must come together to find a new approach, one that focuses on
what we are all individually and collectively going to do to combat the
scourge that is modern-day racism. This draft resolution, however, does not
offer the sort of new approach around which we can achieve consensus and for
that reason we will vote against it.

We are committed to continuing a dialogue with the sponsors of this
resolution and hope that we might be able to reach a different outcome in the
future.

Thank you Mr. President.
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paediatric medicines identified in WHO
region of Africa

News story

The safety of the medicines you and your children take is our highest
priority

The products referred to in the WHO Medical Product Alert are not authorised
for use in the UK and nor are the active ingredients used in any UK
authorised products.

If you have acquired any of these cough syrups (Promethazine Oral Solution,
Kofexmalin Baby Cough Syrup, Makoff Baby Cough Syrup and Magrip N Cold Syrup)
in The Gambia or through informal routes, do not use them. These are
substandard products which are unsafe and their use, especially in children,
may result in serious injury or death. If you are unsure, please check with
your pharmacist.

If you, or someone you know, have used these products, or suffered any side
effect after use, you are advised to seek immediate medical attention. We
strongly encourage anyone to report any suspected side effects associated
with their cough syrup to us via our Yellow Card Scheme website.

Further information

Laboratory analysis of samples of each of the four products confirm that
they contain unacceptable amounts of diethylene glycol and ethylene
glycol as contaminants. To date, these four products have been
identified in The Gambia, but may have been distributed, through
informal markets, to other countries or regions.

Maiden Pharmaceuticals is not named as marketing authorisation holder or
manufacturer on any UK licences. Nor it is listed as active substance
manufacturer on any licences for other companies. Therefore, no licensed
UK medicinal products are likely to be impacted.
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PM call with the Amir of Qatar: 7
October 2022

Press release

Prime Minister Liz Truss spoke to the Amir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
al-Thani, this afternoon.

Prime Minister Liz Truss spoke to the Amir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
al-Thani, this afternoon.

The Prime Minister updated on her visit to the European Political Community
meeting yesterday, and the leaders agreed that international unity was vital
in such challenging global times.

Discussing the winter ahead, the Prime Minister welcomed the UK and Qatar’s
close relationship on energy, and said the UK was taking vital steps to shore
up its energy independence for the long term. She added that the UK wanted to
become a net energy exporter by 2040.

The leaders also welcomed the increased defence and trade cooperation between
the UK and Qatar, which bolstered economic growth and security in both
countries.

The Amir said he looked forward to welcoming fans to Qatar for the FIFA World
Cup next month, and thanked the Prime Minister for the UK’s support in
ensuring it was a successful tournament.

The leaders agreed to stay in close touch.
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UN Human Rights Council 51: General
remarks on human rights in Xinjiang

Thank you, Mr President

Permit me to make a few remarks after the vote in relation to the Draft
Decision to hold a debate on the Human Rights Situation in Xinjiang.

Members of the core group that proposed the Decision align themselves with
this statement.

Let me begin by thanking every member of this Council who voted in favour of
the Draft Decision, as well as every nation which co-sponsored the draft. We
welcome the support of each and every one of you.

Our aim in proposing this Draft Decision was to bring before the Council an
issue, which clearly warrants this Council’s attention. No state should be
free to avoid scrutiny over allegations of possible crimes against humanity,
whatever their region, whatever their size, or whatever their influence. And
to be clear, that includes the UK.

It has been clear from talking to colleagues over recent weeks, that almost
everybody in this room acknowledges that there are serious concerns about the
human rights situation in Xinjiang. The recent OHCHR assessment confirms
these concerns with meticulous rigour, drawing extensively on first-hand
testimonies and information published by Chinese authorities.

While the Decision was not adopted, the many discussions around the draft
decision in Geneva and in Human Rights Council member capitals, have served
to highlight the scale, and the nature, of the terrible violations being
faced by Uyghur and other Muslims in Xinjiang.

It was therefore correct for the Core Group to seek a debate at the Council.
To have done otherwise would have been to ignore the plight of those
subjected to arbitrary detention, torture or ill-treatment, forced labour,
sexual and gender-based violence, forced sterilisations and enforced
disappearance. It would have been to disregard the testimony of those who
have experienced these violations first hand and helped to bring them to
light, despite huge personal risk. It would have been to look the other way,
when faced with allegations of possible crimes against humanity, committed
against huge numbers of people from minority groups based on their ethnicity
and religion.

Mr President, dear colleagues,

Problems don’t go away by ignoring them. So, we will continue to raise our
concerns about the human rights situation in Xinjiang, in international fora.

http://www.government-world.com/un-human-rights-council-51-general-remarks-on-human-rights-in-xinjiang/
http://www.government-world.com/un-human-rights-council-51-general-remarks-on-human-rights-in-xinjiang/


We will continue to urge China to change course, and to cease the practices
which the OHCHR assessment has described to us, in such clear and disturbing
detail.  And we will not forget the plight of the Uyghurs in China.

Thank you

UK and US meet to make positive
progress on data and tech

New annual dialogue established as part of landmark tech partnership

UK and US make significant progress towards a data adequacy agreement to
benefit businesses and boost digital trade

Today UK Digital Secretary Michelle Donelan and US Secretary of Commerce Gina
Raimondo paved the way for a new data adequacy agreement in the coming weeks
as they met to discuss a range of digital issues.

Currently organisations transferring personal data from the UK to the US have
to use costly and time-consuming transfer tools, such as international data
transfer agreements, which slow down data flows and create administrative
burdens.

Data adequacy agreements allow personal data to be transferred freely from
the UK to countries with high protection standards. New deals with other
countries will unlock more growth and allow us to share crucial information,
such as life-saving research and manufacturing details across our borders.

Reducing barriers to data flows makes it easier for businesses to trade and
grow in international markets and brings benefits for consumers such as
better access to higher-quality products and lower prices. Exports of British
data-enabled services to the US, like finance and computer services, were
estimated to be worth more than £69 billion in 2020 and are set to grow once
expensive and time-consuming transfer mechanisms are removed.

The UK Digital Secretary and US Secretary of Commerce discussed the UK’s
adequacy assessment of the new US Data Privacy Framework, a framework to
securely send UK data to organisations in America. They discussed some of the
robust protections that will be in place for UK data under a potential
agreement and agreed to conclude the adequacy work in the weeks ahead.

The Digital Secretary welcomed the publication of the Executive Order, signed
by President Biden this afternoon, which strengthens the safeguards and
establishes new redress routes for UK data processed by US authorities.

http://www.government-world.com/uk-and-us-meet-to-make-positive-progress-on-data-and-tech/
http://www.government-world.com/uk-and-us-meet-to-make-positive-progress-on-data-and-tech/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/10/07/fact-sheet-president-biden-signs-executive-order-to-implement-the-european-union-u-s-data-privacy-framework/


The ministers also committed to a new official dialogue,  led by DCMS and
FCDO and the US Departments of Commerce and State, to build on the landmark
tech agreement between the two countries announced in 2021. The annual
meeting will bring together senior officials from across both governments to
progress shared tech priorities and deliver joint initiatives. The first
meeting will focus on data, critical and emerging technologies, and resilient
digital infrastructure.

UK Digital Secretary Michelle Donelan said:

The United States shares our democratic values, digital priorities
and commitment to high standards of data privacy.

Data and tech are creating new opportunities for growth and
connection between our two countries, including between our world-
leading tech industries.

I look forward to working together to bring these benefits to
people on both sides of the Atlantic.

US Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo said:

Today’s announcement affirms our shared commitment to promoting
responsible innovation and digital policies, while also supporting
growth and opportunity. This partnership reflects our deepening
cooperation on bilateral data and tech issues, as well as our
commitment to closer engagement and global leadership as these
issues continue to evolve. I look forward to working closely with
Secretary Donelan as we continue looking for ways to balance the
needs of privacy and responsible data use while removing barriers
for critical business needs.

Following their meeting, the Digital Secretary and Secretary of Commerce met
with senior leaders from industry, academia, and civil society – including
Meta, IBM and the London Stock Exchange – who welcomed the positive progress
between the UK and US.

Julian David, CEO of techUK, said on today’s announcement:

Today’s progress on UK-US data sharing will be welcomed by
businesses across the UK. An agreement will provide business with
the legal certainty and confidence needed to access new markets and
create opportunities for innovation. This will enable the UK to
leverage its world-leading industries such as financial services
and tech to drive wider economic growth on all sides of the
Atlantic.
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Duncan Edwards, CEO BritishAmerican Business, said:

Business has been clear that it needs an open, safe and legally
secure environment for transatlantic data flows. A new, bilateral
agreement should provide businesses with more certainty to make
data-related investment decisions and remove legal uncertainty and
burdensome administration from their day-to-day business
activities. Further UK-US cooperation in this area is a welcome
step towards strengthening the transatlantic partnership and will
help create a more consistent set of international data transfer
rules.

Vivienne Artz OBE, Chair of the Data Committee, International Regulatory
Strategy Group, said:

In a world fragmented by increasing data localisation measures, it
is all the more important to continue to build meaningful, outcome
focussed data transfer bridges, to support business and individual
engagement in our inter-connected and global world. A UK-US data
partnership is a fundamental building block supporting the strong
economic and social ties between these two nations.

Zahra Bahrololoumi, CEO Salesforce UK and Ireland, said:

As our reliance on digital tools and services grow, cross-border
data flows will be key to driving productivity and economic growth.
At Salesforce we welcome today’s commitment to strengthening the
trusted exchange of information, ideas and technologies. Removing
barriers and complexity of data management will spur innovation and
improve productivity, helping businesses to better serve their
customers, reduce costs and create new opportunities in the digital
economy. It also puts the UK in a strong position to build on its
status as a global hub for the free and responsible flow of data.

This summer the UK announced its first independent adequacy decision in
principle with the Republic of Korea, one of Britain’s priority countries for
a data deal after leaving the EU. Data enabled service exports to the UK’s
top six priority partners (Australia, Colombia, Dubai International Finance
Centre, Republic of Korea, Singapore and the USA) are already worth more than
£80 billion.
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