PM call with President von der Leyen:
15 February 2022

Press release

Prime Minister Boris Johnson spoke to European Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen this afternoon.
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The pair discussed the grave situation on the Ukrainian border, and agreed
that the world needed to remain vigilant in the coming hours and days.

The Prime Minister thanked President von der Leyen for her close cooperation
on sanctions to date, and said that the UK and the EU should continue to work
with allies to prepare a package of economic measures that would punish
Russia if they breached Ukraine’s sovereignty.

He welcomed the unity of allies, but said more could be done to strengthen
coordinated measures at pace.

The Prime Minister also raised the growing issues around the Northern Ireland
Protocol, and the need to take action to safeguard the Belfast (Good Friday)
Agreement in all its dimensions.

The two leaders agreed to stay in touch on both matters.
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likely to have long COVID than

unvaccinated

The UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) has undertaken a rapid evidence review
looking at the effects of vaccination against long COVID or post-COVID
symptoms. The review includes 15 UK and international studies that were
undertaken up until January 2022.

An estimated 2% of the UK population have reported symptoms of long COVID or
post-COVID syndrome, which can last for more than 4 weeks after their initial
infection. The 3 most common symptoms are fatigue, shortness of breath and
muscle or joint pain.

Eight of the studies in the review looked at the effect of vaccinations
administered before infection. Most of these studies suggest that vaccinated
people (one or 2 doses) were less likely to develop symptoms of long COVID
following infection compared with unvaccinated people — in the short term and
long term (4 weeks up until 6 months after infection).

The data from some of the studies included in the review suggests that:

e people with COVID-19 who received 2 doses of the Pfizer, AstraZeneca, or
Moderna vaccines or one dose of the Janssen vaccine, were about half as
likely as people who received one dose or were unvaccinated to develop
long COVID symptoms lasting more than 28 days

e vaccine effectiveness against most post-COVID symptoms in adults was
highest in people aged 60 years and over, and lowest for younger
participants (19 to 35 years)

The remaining studies looked at the effects of vaccination among people who
already had long COVID symptoms.

Four studies specifically compared long COVID symptoms before and after
vaccination. Three of these studies suggested that more people with COVID-19
reported an improvement than a worsening in symptoms after vaccination,
either immediately or over several weeks.

Another 3 studies of unvaccinated people with long COVID compared ongoing
symptoms in those who either went on to receive a vaccination or remained
unvaccinated. These studies suggested that those who were vaccinated were
less likely to report long COVID symptoms after vaccination than people who
remained unvaccinated over the same period.

One study looked specifically at the timing of vaccination after COVID-19
infection and suggested that people with COVID-19 who were vaccinated sooner
after diagnosis were much less likely to report long COVID symptoms than
people who were vaccinated later after diagnosis. All studies were
observational, so results may be from differences other than vaccination.

In one study, of those participants who reported having long COVID, a greater
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proportion of vaccinated participants said their symptoms improved compared
to unvaccinated participants (23.2% compared to 15.4% respectively).

Dr Mary Ramsay, Head of Immunisation at UKHSA, said:

These studies add to the potential benefits of receiving a full
course of the COVID-19 vaccination. Vaccination is the best way to
protect yourself from serious symptoms when you get infected and
may also help to reduce the longer-term impact.

For most people symptoms of long COVID are short-lived and resolve
overtime. But for some, symptoms can be more severe and disrupting
to their daily lives.

If you're experiencing unusual symptoms particularly for longer
than 4 weeks after infection, you should consider contacting your
GP.

The review concluded that people who received 2 doses of a vaccine against
COVID-19 were less likely to develop long COVID symptoms or experience
symptoms for a shorter time, compared with those unvaccinated.

Individuals who received a vaccination after being infected with COVID-19
also reported that the duration of post-COVID symptoms was less than for
those who were unvaccinated. Two doses of the COVID-19 vaccination provide a
high level of protection against long COVID, compared to one dose or no
doses.

Environment Agency warns communities
along Severn and Wye estuaries to

prepare for flooding from Storm Eunice
B

e Risk of flooding to homes and businesses along the estuaries from


https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.03.11.21253225v3
http://www.government-world.com/environment-agency-warns-communities-along-severn-and-wye-estuaries-to-prepare-for-flooding-from-storm-eunice-2/
http://www.government-world.com/environment-agency-warns-communities-along-severn-and-wye-estuaries-to-prepare-for-flooding-from-storm-eunice-2/
http://www.government-world.com/environment-agency-warns-communities-along-severn-and-wye-estuaries-to-prepare-for-flooding-from-storm-eunice-2/

Avonmouth to Gloucester
e Residents urged to take action to prepare for flooding

The Environment Agency is urging people living in flood risk communities in
the Severn and Wye estuaries to prepare for flooding from a forecast tidal
surge caused by Storm Eunice this Friday.

The tidal surge is possible Friday morning, and the Environment Agency is
urging people to take steps to protect themselves and their property from the
risk of flooding.

Flooding is possible from Avonmouth and up the Severn into Gloucestershire
and along the Wye from Chepstow to Monmouth.

Residents are urged to sign up to Environment Agency Flood Warning messages
and to make sure they are prepared for flooding by following the ‘Prepare,
Act, Survive’ guidance:

e prepare a bag that includes medical and insurance documents

e check the latest flood situation online
https://flood-warning-information.service.gov.uk/warnings

e know how to turn off your gas, electricity and water

e check your insurance to make sure you are covered for flood damage. If
you rent your home, it is your responsibility to have insurance for your
belongings.

e if you are flooded, call 999 if in immediate danger and follow advice
from emergency services

Gary Bywater Area Incident Duty Manager at the Environment Agency, said:

Strong winds from Storm Eunice could cause a storm surge and large
waves, bringing a risk of flooding to homes and businesses along
Severn and Wye estuaries.

We're seeking to give early warning to communities to prepare. We
will issue flood warnings if necessary and we have teams out on the
ground taking action to reduce the impact of any possible flooding.

You can check your flood risk, sign up for free flood warnings and
keep up to date with the latest situation at
https://www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk, call Floodline on 0345 988
1188 or follow @EnvAgency on Twitter for the latest flood updates.

A Met Office weather warning is in place for Storm Eunice, so
people should take extreme care near the estuary and any coastal
areas. We urge people to stay safe and warn wave watchers against
the unnecessary danger of taking ‘storm selfies’.
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UK Provides Additional Funding to
Boost Port Development in Montserrat

Press release

The Government of the United Kingdom has approved a significant increase 1in
grant funding for the Little Bay Port Development Project in Montserrat.

The Government of the United Kingdom has approved a significant increase in
grant funding for the Little Bay Port Development Project in Montserrat
totalling approximately £28.3m to provide a safe, climate-resilient harbour,
improve accessibility to the island, and substantially expand economic,
trade, and tourism opportunities.

This additional funding of approximately £13.9 million builds on existing UK
aid of £14.4 million already allocated to the port development project under
the United Kingdom Caribbean Infrastructure Fund (UKCIF).

The Minister responsible for the Overseas Territories, the Rt Hon Amanda
Milling MP said:

This increased support to Montserrat is a tangible demonstration of
the UK’s continued commitment to the Caribbean and to UK Overseas
Territories. We see this as an investment in Montserrat’s recovery
and revitalisation after suffering devastating hurricanes and
volcanic eruptions in recent decades.

We are pleased that the new port will include environmentally sound
and sustainable climate-resilient measures and look forward to the
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many ways this pivotal project will improve lives of people in
Montserrat.

The Little Bay Port Development Project is delivered through the Government

of Montserrat, and the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) which manages all
UKCIF projects, now totalling almost £350 million.

CDB President Dr Hyginus ‘Gene’ Leon said:

The Caribbean Development Bank welcomes the additional funding for
the Little Bay Port Development Project which will bolster tourism
and commerce for the benefit of Montserrat’s economy and people.

We are grateful to the United Kingdom for their strong commitment
to Montserrat and the Caribbean and we will continue to work in
partnership with the UK to achieve our common objective of
facilitating sustainable development throughout the region.

The project which is expected to be completed by 2024 includes the

construction of an offshore jetty, new access road, dredging works, and slope
stabilisation design. The project will also provide employment of skilled and

unskilled men and women and promote the participation of women, youth and

persons with disabilities in the transportation, tourism, and infrastructure

sectors. Safeguards are in place throughout the design and delivery of the
project to ensure UKaid funds are spent as intended.

Notes to editors

e Montserrat’s economy depends on tourism and the ability to provide safe

harbour for both tourist and cargo vessels. Currently, there is no

sheltered harbour and access by sea is restricted by sea conditions and
the size of the vessel that can be accommodated by the existing jetty in

Little Bay.

e The original capital grant for this project was first approved in

December 2017 for £14.4 million and has now been increased to ensure the

development of a viable port that meets the need of the people of
Montserrat and contributes to sustainable economic development for the
UK Overseas Territory. The total project cost is now over £35 million
and includes £7.1 million from the European Union through the 11th
European Development Fund.

e The UKCIF is providing almost £350 million in grant funding for nine
ODA-eligible Caribbean Countries/Overseas Territories including

Montserrat. UKCIF includes 15 critical economic infrastructure projects

which aim to set the foundations for growth and prosperity, reduce

poverty, promote gender equality and inclusion, and increase resilience



to climate change.
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Two men fined for illegally fishing
for crayfish in Derby

At Derby Magistrates on Monday 14 February 2022, Xiao Chaun Zhang, 41, of
Prospect Road, Nottingham, was fined £400 and ordered to pay £690 costs while
Weiqui Lui, 41, of Watermark Close, Nottingham, was fined £333 and ordered to
pay costs of £683.

Commercial trapping of crayfish for human consumption is not permitted,
because it can cause the spread of disease (known as the crayfish plague)
from invasive signal crayfish to native white claw crayfish. This is fatal to
native white claw crayfish.

Trapping also results in an increase in the population of signal crayfish,
because it removes the larger crayfish which naturally predate on the smaller
ones.

The court was told that the defendants were spotted by police officers, from
the Derbyshire Wildlife and Rural Crime Team, near the St Mary’s Bridge on
the River Derwent, Derby, around midnight on 23 July 2019.

The officers observed the defendants throwing traps into the river and later
found some signal crayfish had been caught. A chicken carcass was also
discovered which was being used as bait. The defendants had modified plastic
mushroom crates to make traps to catch signal crayfish.

In a nearby vehicle officers found further crates and a coil of wire used to
make the crayfish traps in the vehicles, while stacked under the bridge and
in the River Derwent were other traps baited with chicken carcasses.

Following the verdict, a spokesperson for the Environment Agency, said:

This case shows how seriously the courts take these offences and we
hope the high penalty will act as a deterrent to anyone who is
thinking of fishing for crayfish. Anyone wanting to fish for
crayfish must contact the Environment Agency to apply for a permit
first.

Fishing illegally can incur a fine of up to £2,500 and offenders
can also have their fishing equipment seized.
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Money raised from fishing licence sales is used to protect and
improve fish stocks and fisheries, benefitting anglers and, for
those caught cheating the system, we will always prosecute.

The Environment Agency regulates crayfish fishing to protect native white
clawed crayfish. Licences can be granted for commercial reasons, fisheries
management and scientific research.

Anyone with information about illegal fishing activities can contact the
Environment Agency Incident Hotline 24/7 on 0800 80 70 60 or anonymously to
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

The charges

On 23 July 2019, Xiao Chuan Zhang/Weiqui Liu, on the River Derwent, Derby,
where fishing for or taking fish may be authorised under section 27A Salmon
and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975, did fish for crayfish by means other than
a licensable means of fishing namely an authorised crayfish trap contrary to
Section 27B(1) Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975

Other Information

The Environment Agency carries out enforcement work all year round and is
supported by partners including the police and the Angling Trust.

Fisheries enforcement work is intelligence-led, targeting known hot-spots and
where illegal fishing is reported.

Any angler aged 13 or over, fishing on a river, canal or still water needs a
licence. A 1-day licence costs from just £6 and an annual licence costs from
just £30 (concessions available).

Junior licences are free for 13 - 16-year olds. Licences are available from
www.gov.uk/get-a-fishing-licence or by calling the Environment Agency on 0344
800 5386 between 8am and 6pm, Monday to Friday.
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