Green Party calls for immediate
lifting of public sector pay cap

(]
4 July 2017

*Co-leader Jonathan Bartley: “Private companies are having a banquet
organised by the Government while public sector workers aren’t even getting
the crumbs from the table”

The Green Party has called on the Government to immediately lift the public
sector pay cap after a damning report revealed the scale of the impact on
workers [1].

Jonathan Bartley, Green Party co-leader, said:

“What will it take for Theresa May and Philip Hammond to listen? The staff on
the frontline in our most important jobs — including the emergency services
they have been so ready to praise in the last few months — and even their own
party colleagues have urged them to see sense.

“Enough is enough and it’'s time for the Government to shift its priorities
away from cutting taxes for those who don’t need it and start paying public
sector workers fairly, many of whom are struggling just to make ends meet.

“The Prime Minister'’'s attempt to sneak out this report is the latest
indication that she knows this unpopular policy is nearing the end of its
shelf life. Planned tax cuts for corporations should be scrapped immediately.
Private companies are having a banquet organised by the Government while
public sector workers aren’t even getting the crumbs from the table. Let’s
give our teachers, doctors, firefighters and police the pay rises they
deserve.”

Notes:

1. https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/jul/03/damning-government-repor
t-shows-scale-of-public-sector-pay-cuts
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final nail in Hinkley coffin
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3 July 2017

The Green Party has responded to news the estimated cost for Hinkley Point C
has risen by £1.5 billion.

Jonathan Bartley, co-leader of the Green Party, said:

“Hardly a week passes at the moment without new evidence that Hinkley is a
terrible deal. The announcement that the cost of the Hinkley Point C Power
Station has gone up again, this time by a staggering £1.5bn, comes just ten
days after the National Audit Office confirmed what campaigners already knew
— that the deal is overpriced and risky.

“The Government'’s proposals are a rip off for taxpayers and consumers, and
suck resources from where they are really needed: investing in clean energy
and fighting climate change. This should be the final nail in the coffin for
Hinkley.”

Notes:

1. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-40479053
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Greens Lead Cross-Party Call for
Brexit Environment Bill

=]
1 July 2017

MPs are calling for a new Environmental Protection Bill to be added to the
government’s list of policy priorities for the year ahead as laid out in last
week’s Queen’s Speech.

Led by Green Party co-leader Caroline Lucas, the environment amendment has
cross-party support from Labour MPs David Lammy and Kerry McCarthy, Liberal
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Democrat MP Layla Moran, the Scottish National Democrat MP Chris Law, and
Plaid Cymru MP Liz Saville Roberts.

The amendment, which was introduced last week and will likely be voted for on
Thursday June 29, states that “in negotiating our future relationship with
the EU, the Government should opt for the most environmentally effective

way forward.”

This includes introducing a new bill to “transfer all relevant EU law into
domestic law by way of primary legislation”. This legislation should include
“the meaningful transfer of existing targets and to set new and ambitious
targets” as well as provide access to citizens to environmental justice.

‘Conspicuous Absence’

Speaking in the House of Commons on Monday, Lucas said “a Bill on
environmental protection is conspicuous by its absence. Given the
significance of the EU’s role in environmental protection, I think that this
is a particularly grave omission on the part of the government’s

Brexit team.”

The Queen’'s speech last week introduced this year’s legislative program, the
majority of which is concerned with leaving the EU. The only mention of
climate change came when the Queen reiterated support for the Paris

climate agreement.

Since then Theresa May'’s government has officially announced its deal with
Northern Ireland’s Democratic Unionist Party (DUP). The DUP was

called “dinosaurs” in Parliament by Lucas last week following the Queen’s
speech due to their history of climate denial and denying the science
behind evolution.

In a statement to DeSmog UK, Lucas said: “It’s astounding that the Queen’s
Speech didn’t contain plans for a bill to protect the environment in the
Brexit process. The Government is aiming to pass eight separate pieces of
Brexit legislation, yet they’re leaving environmental protection behind
despite 80 percent of our laws in that area coming from the EU.”

She continued: “I’'d urge MPs from all parties to back my call for an
Environmental Protection Act. Such a bill would both strengthen our
environmental laws and ensure that a legal and regulatory framework is in
place to enforce them.”
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Green Party calls on Theresa May to
oppose Trump’s travel ban

(%]
30 June 2017

The Green Party has condemned Donald Trump’s reinstated travel ban and called
on Theresa May to stand up to the president.

Jonathan Bartley, Green Party co-leader, said:

“Theresa May should show some backbone and lobby the US President ahead of
the final Supreme Court decision expected in October. The international
community has a collective responsibility for refugees. Those who are able to
help the most should be doing the most — and leading by example.

“Watered down discrimination is still discrimination and Trump’s arbitrary
and narrow judgement about what family means has no basis in fairness or
compassion. This is a man driven by the desire to appease his own ego,
willing to ignore basic common sense and decency, and withhold help from
innocent people — even putting many of them at risk.

“The efforts of everyone, in the courts and on the streets, who have resisted
Trump’s cruelty is heartening. We must refuse to accept such stirring up of
hatred and continue to support all those who are fighting the president’s
actions.”

Notes:

1. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-40452360
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Green Party councillor vows to keep
protecting trees despite threat of

legal action
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A Green Party councillor has vowed to continue protesting against Sheffield
Council’s tree-felling programme, despite the council threatening her with
legal action.

Alison Teal received a notice on June 27 [1], where the council warned it
would seek a High Court injunction to stop her and others protesting. Teal
has been ordered not to enter or park her car in certain areas of the city,
otherwise the council will begin legal proceedings on July 12.

Teal and six others were arrested in February while taking part in a peaceful
protest against the tree-felling but charges were later dropped [2].

Teal said:

“I will not be intimidated by a council intent on trying to steamroller its
opposition into silence. I’'1ll keep protesting because this act of
environmental vandalism is completely unconscionable and I know how valuable
these trees are to the surrounding communities.

“Thousands of Sheffield residents have now spoken out in defence of the
perfectly healthy trees under threat and their concerns have been completely
ignored. Support for our work is growing rather than shrinking and not just
from people who care about trees but people who care about democracy as well.

“If anything, the council’s heavy-handed approach has fuelled our anger —
it’s completely unacceptable to be threatening residents with legal action,
suspending opposition councillors and allowing dawn raids on pensioners all
to continue destroying our green spaces. This is not what a healthy democracy
looks like.”

Notes:

1. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-south-yorkshire-40417519
2. https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/feb/06/green-party-councillor-a
lison-teal-arrested-at-sheffield-tree-protest
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