
Caroline Lucas responds to suggestion
Labour set to shelve Natural History
GCSE
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Former Green Party MP, Caroline Lucas, has given her reaction to suggestions
that plans for a Natural History GCSE have been shelved because it is “seen
as a Conservative party initiative.” Caroline was one of the key drivers of
the GCSE in the last parliament. She said:

“I very much hope that Labour will look at this again, and appreciate both
the popularity of the proposed Natural History GCSE, and the urgency of its
introduction. The GCSE enjoys huge support, including from WWF and the
Wildlife Trusts through to the Natural History Museum, the Association of
School and College Leaders, 17 universities and thousands of young people
themselves.  

“It was a privilege to work with author and former BBC producer Mary Colwell,
who has spearheaded the campaign, to persuade the last Government to agree to
it. The curriculum has been prepared over several years by the OCR exam
board, and it’s close to being ready to roll out. Stalling at this point
would be a disaster, doing a massive disservice to students who desperately
want to learn more about the natural world; failing to equip them with the
skills of the naturalist which have increasingly been lost, and making it
harder for all of us to restore and protect nature.

“Over the last half century, the world has lost 60% of the mass of mammals,
birds, fish and reptiles – our education system urgently needs to rise to the
challenge of reversing this shocking scale of loss.”
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The Buildings of Philanthropist John
Passmore Edwards

Over 70 buildings were constructed in 14 years, including libraries, literary
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institutes and art galleries.

Further action to tackle sectarianism
Nine projects will receive £515,000 for anti-sectarianism work – building

on the unprecedented investment in this area by the Scottish Government in
recent years.

The new funding will help reduce and prevent sectarianism in communities by
delivering education in schools and workplaces. The new initiatives build on
previous Scottish Government investment – which to date has supported 108
organisations to deliver anti-sectarian education – and bring total funding
for this work to £13.5 million in the past six years.

Representatives of three of the organisations receiving the new funding made
the following comments in response:

Nil by Mouth Campaign Director Dave Scott said:

“This record investment in our work will allow Nil by Mouth to
challenge, and raise awareness of, sectarianism in workplaces and
communities right across Scotland. Over 13,000 people from more
than 100 employers have taken part in the ‘Beyond Religion &
Belief’ Programme so far including almost half of Scotland’s local
authorities, FTSE 100 companies, private businesses, and training
providers.  Increased investment in this and other grassroots
education projects is exactly the sort of approach required to make
continued progress in tackling this problem and prove that Scotland
is bigger, better and bolder than bigotry.”

Mark Reid, Supporters Direct Scotland said:

“We are delighted to have received continued funding towards the
development and delivery of our Colours Of Our Scarves anti-
sectarian project. Our engagement with football supporters across
the country and some recent high-profile incidents enforce the fact
that sectarianism remains a problem within our society and we’re
therefore pleased this funding will enable us to continue to
deliver our vital work with centres of higher and further education
across the country, the Scottish FA’s Schools of Football and also
allow for the expansion of our delivery to include provision to
local sports club across Scotland.”

Mark S Adams, Director of North Kelvin Sports, said:
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“We are delighted to have the opportunity to both continue and
expand the highly successful and popular Bridges & Barriers
programme. The informal style of educational delivery in a sports
environment directly supports and reinforces the formal education
delivered in the classroom.”

You can find out more about the nine funded organisations by clicking on the
links to their websites below:

Bridging the Gap – £25,000
Nil by Mouth – £95,000
North Kelvin Sports Development Group – £25,000
Sacro – £65,000
Sense Over Sectarianism – £85,000
Supporters Direct Scotland – £75,000
Youth Scotland – £60,000
Youthlink Scotland – £60,000
West of Scotland Regional Equality Council – £25,000

The funding was announced by Minister for Community Safety & Legal Affairs
Annabelle Ewing, who also announced the appointment of Professor Duncan
Morrow to chair an independent working group to look at defining the term
‘sectarianism’ within Scots law, potentially making it easier for police and
prosecutors to tackle sectarian behaviour.  the move is in response to the
recommendations of the Scottish Parliament’s Justice Committee.

Read more on the main Scottish Government website.

The post Further action to tackle sectarianism appeared first on Justice and
Safety.
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