
UK transport falling behind – we need
legislation to “get Britain moving”,
say Greens

7 December 2022

The Green Party has accused the government of leaving transport “in a mess”
by refusing to tackle key issues after the Transport Secretary says there is
no time for new legislation in this parliament. 

The statement was made at the Transport Select Committee [1] where he also
suggested that the government could cancel plans for Great British Railways.

Councillor Matt Edwards, the Green Party transport spokesperson said.

“It’s frankly astonishing that the British government is looking at the state
of our railways and thinking that there is no problem to solve here.

“Privatisation on our railways has been a disaster and the creation of Great
British Railways was meant to better coordinate all aspects of services
including the planning of engineering works on the network.

“Years of underinvestment and lack of direction have meant that the railways,
particularly in the North of England, are past breaking point. The government
can’t keep looking for ‘alternative views’ when the common sense approach
doesn’t fit with their extreme market-led ideology.”

Greens also say that legislation is needed to finally address the legal
situation with other pressing issues including pavement parking. Parking on
the pavement is only illegal in London, but a new ban has been promised for
years and would cover the whole of England.

Councillor Edwards said,

“I know the impact the delay on legislation around pavement parking is
having, particularly on disabled people and parents with prams and
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pushchairs. The law is complicated and in many cases people are left with
neither local authorities nor the police willing to tackle problems.

“The job of government is to govern. We need new legislation to fix all the
loopholes in our laws and get Britain moving. But the government seems
determined to avoid taking any responsibility for anything.”
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For more information or to arrange an interview contact the press office on
press@greenparty.org.uk or call 0203 691 9401
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