
Thousands sign Green Party petition
urging government to keep masks
mandatory

16 July 2021

Peter Cranie: “This petition is another clear call to the government not
to scrap the regulations which have undoubtedly helped to keep people
safe throughout this pandemic”

Thousands of people have signed a Green Party petition urging the government
to keep mask wearing mandatory in shops and on public transport after July
19. [1]

In less than a week more than 10,000 people have signed the petition, telling
the government to halt its plans to discard the legal enforcement of the
protection measure. [2]

Green Party health spokesperson Peter Cranie said:

“This government’s reckless plans to remove the legal obligation to wear a
mask in order to protect others from this deadly disease is nothing more than
a drive from the right wing of the Conservative Party to attack any sort of
social solidarity.

“In reality, this move will put thousands of people at higher risk of
catching Covid. The simple act of wearing a mask not only reduces that risk,
but shows that we are still all in this together.”

In Scotland, restrictions are also being lifted on Monday, but the government
has said the mandatory use of face coverings will remain in place due to
spread of the Delta variant. [3]

Cranie said:

“We know that the majority of people support wearing masks. Recent polling
showed 70% of people supported masks being compulsory in shops and on public
transport. [4]

“This petition is another clear call to the government not to scrap the
regulations which have undoubtedly kept people safer throughout this
pandemic.

“The vaccines do offer protection, but as we have seen we are not out of the
woods yet. The government needs to follow the science and continue to provide
clear guidance on continuing to wear masks on public transport and in public
spaces.”
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Notes

1

https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/lets-keep-our-masks-on/

2

https://www.greenparty.org.uk/news/2021/07/12/masks-must-remain-mandatory-to-
keep-public-safe,-says-green-party/

3

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-57820417

4

https://yougov.co.uk/topics/health/survey-results/daily/2021/07/05/0275c/1?ut
m_source=twitter&utm_medium=daily_questions&utm_campaign=question_1
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