
There is a natural tendency to the
permanent expansion of government

The first law of government is the law of continuous expansion.

In a democracy good causes line up as lobbyists demanding  government gets
 involved. They lobby for government to intervene in areas it does not
currently manage. They demand new laws and controls on things they do not
like. They demand more money and supply of things they do like from the
state.

The official government machine encourages lobbying for more as they like
growing their tasks. Ministers often dislike constantly saying No to lobbies
and buy them off by offering them cash and laws to help them.

Oppositions usually take up lobby causes and press the government. If the
government gives in they claim some credit. If the government resists they
claim the government is mean, tough, insensitive or worse.

The media join in, running campaigns on behalf of lobby groups and behaving
like Opposition parties.

There are very few lobbies the other way. The  causes of a smaller state,
less government control of our lives and even of lower taxes have  very few
lobby groups arguing for them as a counterweight. They are chronically under
 represented in the media.
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