
The Queen’s speech is a ‘weak, vague
and mean-spirited programme from a
government in meltdown’

Shadow Scottish Secretary Lesley Laird said the proposals from the Tories
fail to reflect the message that voters sent Theresa May in this month’s
General Election.

The Prime Minister has no mandate for her pro-austerity policies or her plan
for a Brexit that will leave people worse off.

Some Tory manifesto pledges have been abandoned as a result of the General
Election, while Theresa May struggles to stitch together a deal with the DUP
to stay in office.

Speaking about today's Queen's speech, Shadow Scottish Secretary Lesley Laird
said “This was a weak, vague and mean-spirited programme from a Tory
government in meltdown.

“Theresa May has no political authority, and while she struggles to stitch
together a deal with the DUP to stay in office, she has been forced to ditch
policies from her wildly unpopular manifesto.

“But it is deeply disappointing that this government appears determined to
press ahead with deep cuts to public services and a failed austerity
programme that has lost public support.

“The Queen’s Speech offers very little for Scotland, with nothing for our
vital oil and gas industry, no measures to protect the 250,000 WASPI women in
Scotland affected by the botched acceleration of the state pension age, and
no attempt to apply a VAT exemption to our stretched fire and police
services.

“While Brexit will undoubtedly dominate parliamentary proceedings, Theresa
May must revisit her reckless plan for a Brexit that will leave people worse
off.

“Labour is ready to take up the reins when this chaotic Tory administration
implodes.”
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