
The missing fire service budget

Some weeks ago I was asked to support a substantial tax increase for the fire
service. Before doing so I asked to see the existing budget and the case for
how the extra money would be spent. This was not available at the event I was
attending but they promised to send me these documents.

When they did not turn up I reminded a senior Councillor involved with the
Fire service. He promised to follow up to get them to me. They still did not
arrive. I concluded they had either thought better of their tax rise or did
not need MP support.

Yesterday my office told me the Fire service wished to talk to me on the
phone about this. I said I would be happy to talk to them about their budget
once I had read it. They told my office in that case they would send it to
me. It has still not turned up. I wonder why it is so difficult to send it.
Presumably the Councillors who back this tax rise were shown it before they
agreed.
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