
The EU negotiates against its own
interests

We read that the EU wishes to follow its veto over the UK’s positive and
generous proposals so far with a further push to demand we continue with
freedom of movement. This could well be the item that persuades more UK
voters that No Deal is the best option.

The EU has broadly stuck to its mantra that you cannot belong to the trade
part of the EU without paying contributions, accepting their laws and
agreeing freedom of movement. Accepting this many of us said we must leave
the Custons Union and single market when we leave the EU. We said offer them
a free trade deal. The EU has not even been prepared to talk about this.

This is where they are overplaying their hand. A Free Trade deal is more in
their interest than ours. Expecting the kind of concessions from us that they
could seek if we wanted to stay in their single market just puts many
sensible British voters off any kind of deal.

So now the EU tries to make the Irish border into an issue which can delay
Brexit, with no good reason, and works with Remain forces in the UK to tell
us we will suffer if we just leave.

The government has nine more months to make sure everything works if we leave
without a deal. It needs to show how easy it is to apply the methods we use
for non EU trade to EU trade as well. By showing its resolve to do so it will
give itself the only chance of actually securing a deal which might be worth
considering.
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