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As I expected there was Boris and the rest.  I voted for Boris as I agreed
with his clear statements that we have to leave by October 31st, and that
failure to quit would be deeply damaging to our democracy and to the
Conservative party. Next week will be about deciding who should go forward to
challenge Boris, who commanded enough votes in the first round to secure one
of the last two places, assuming all his voters stick with him which is
likely.

It is difficult to see Rory Stewart, Matt Hancock or Sajid Javid staying in
 contention. Dom Raab’s votes are likely to drift away to Boris as the Get
out candidate who can win. I expect Jeremy Hunt will extend his lead over
Michael Gove and stay in second place. Michael Gove is trying to sell himself
as another Leave candidate, but he was one of the most insistent advocates of
the Withdrawal Treaty which was the opposite of leaving, and now says if
necessary we should delay our exit beyond October 31. None of the candidates
who rule out No deal Brexit have explained why the EU should negotiate a
revised Withdrawal treaty, nor how they could negotiate anything without the
leverage of just going if necessary.
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