
That Boris speech

We know that the Foreign Secretary’s speech today was checked and approved by
10 Downing Street, and is a statement of government policy.

It is clear from the text that it remains government policy that we will
leave the EU, the Customs Union and the single market in accordance with the
Article 50 letter and Act, and the EU Withdrawal Bill.
It is also clear from the text that the UK will regain control of its laws
and regulations, and will take the powers necessary to amend and improve the
law codes once out as we see fit.

This should come as no surprise to all those who have followed the votes in
the Commons on the Bill or who have read the PM’s two speeches on this topic.
It will nonetheless come as a surprise to those who have been writing that
the government is about to reinvent the or a customs union, forego an
independent trade policy, and accept the need to follow all new EU laws.

The speech does not offer us any guidance on whether we need and will accept
a so called Transition period, or on whether we will agree to a substantial
payment to the EU on departure. I assume the speech is silent on these
matters because nothing is agreed until everything is agreed, and much has
not even been discussed so far. I still see no need for a transition or for
payments all the time nothing good is offered that we will transit to.
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