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New analysis examining the performance of SNP MPs at Westminster shows “the
lion hasn’t roared, it has snored”, the Scottish Conservatives have said.

The 31-page document reveals how much nationalist MPs have claimed in
expenses since being elected in 2015, as well as the number of times they’ve
voted, the foreign trips they’ve been on and the rate of constituency
questions answered.

The study shows 33 of the 54 SNP MPs are ranked in the bottom half of all MPs
for response rates to constituents.

They also totted up huge amounts in expenses, with Edinburgh South West MP
Joanna Cherry the second most expensive MP in the UK.

And despite senior SNP figures criticising politicians have second jobs, 13
nationalists raked in thousands in additional payments.

As well as the analysis laid out in the document, three MPs were investigated
by police last year, with two – Michelle Thomson and Natalie McGarry – having
to resign the whip.

Scottish Conservative deputy leader Jackson Carlaw said:

“After the last General Election, dozens of SNP MPs trooped down to
Westminster.

“We were promised a new style of politics, and Alex Salmond boasted that the
‘Scottish lion has roared’.

“But the conclusion from this document is clear – the lion hasn’t roared, it
has snored.
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“And if Scotland wants better, more constructive and thoughtful
representation, there would be no better place to start than voting this lot
out.”

To see the full document, visit:
http://www.scottishconservatives.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/201
7-05-30-The-Lion-Snores-FINAL.pdf

SNP criticised for use of doctored NHS
logo

30 May 2017

The Scottish Conservatives have hit out at the SNP’s attempt to use the NHS
as part of its election campaign.

The SNP posted a graphic last night adapting the NHS logo to construct the
phrase “NHSNP”.

It appears to be in breach of the NHS’s own rules which state that its logo
must “never be altered or modified in any way.”

Scottish Conservative health spokesman Donald Cameron said: 

“It would appear that the SNP has breached the NHS’s own strict rules on the
use of its logo which states clearly that it should ‘never be altered or
modified in any way’.

“The SNP should explain whether or not it obtained permission from NHS
Scotland before publishing this image.

“More importantly, the SNP should accept that it is quite simply wrong to
appropriate the NHS for its own political ends.”

NHS identity guidelines can be found here. On page 5 it states: “Our identity
needs to be consistently and correctly applied, and must never be altered or
modified in any way.”
http://www.nhsscotlandci.scot.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/Shared/pdf/identity_g
uidelines.pdf

The SNP’s graphic can be found here:
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Jeremy Corbyn has stated once again that he would allow another referendum on
independence, and also refused to say whether he would block another vote
before Brexit is completed.

On a campaign visit today Corbyn said he would allow another referendum “if
the Scottish Parliament and the Scottish people want it”.

It comes after he admitted yesterday that he would “open discussions” with
the SNP about another referendum.

It once again calls into question Labour’s claim that they are opposed to a
second referendum, and proves that only the Scottish Conservatives can be
trusted to stand up for the union.

Scottish Conservative shadow finance secretary Murdo Fraser MSP said:

“Mr Corbyn’s comment today proves that his statement yesterday that he was
‘open’ to discussions on a second referendum wasn’t a gaffe.

“If he’s elected Prime Minister, he really would be prepared to sit down with
Nicola Sturgeon and discuss her plan for a second referendum.

“His comments in the last 24 hours have exposed Scottish Labour’s claim to be
opposed to a second referendum as a complete sham.

“Mr Corbyn would sell us all out in Scotland in a heartbeat.

“It only goes to show that the only party you can trust to stand against the
SNP’s unwanted referendum is the Scottish Conservatives.”
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Nobody fooled by Sturgeon anymore

30 May 2017

Please see below a response from Ruth to the launch of the SNP manifesto.

Scottish Conservative leader Ruth Davidson said:

“Nicola Sturgeon tried her usual trick today of trying to ignore independence
in her speech, but making sure she’s pushing for it in her manifesto. Nobody
is fooled anymore.

“Strip away the bluster and it’s written down in black and white –  she wants
to drag Scotland back to another referendum by as early as next Autumn.

“That would cost jobs, risk our economy, and distract us all from the real
job in hand – improving our schools and public services.

“This was a tired manifesto launch by a First Minister who has failed in this
campaign to give people a single, positive reason for voting for her party.

“Nicola Sturgeon mentioned ‘the Tories’ over twenty times in her speech as
she knows it is a two horse race between our two parties in seats right
across the country.

“Next week, we can all send her a clear message that we have had enough by
voting Scottish Conservative – to say no to a second referendum, so we can
all move on.”

Scotland’s repairs and maintenance
woes revealed
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Damning statistics have revealed the true extent of Scotland’s NHS, education
and building maintenance woes.   Research has shown that a total of £1.3
billion should have been spent dealing with the likes of crumbling schools,
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potholed roads and mouldy hospital walls over the last few years.

An annual report on NHS estates showed that for 2015, there was a
backlog of £898 million for maintenance and repairs.
A huge amount was spent on repairs for schools, with a total of £300
million and £150 million being spent between 2016-17 and 2018-19
respectively.
FOI data obtained by the Scottish Conservatives also showed that Canals
Scotland has 84 projects they deem to be ‘critical infrastructure
backlog’ and the total estimated cost is £74m.
The issues of school infrastructure was furtherly shown in the School
Estates Supplementary Dataset 2014, in which it was revealed that one in
five schools are not at the standard required and 15 per cent of primary
schools are in either a “poor” or “bad condition”.
Calum Steele, general secretary of the Scottish Police Federation,
complained about a lack of investment in infrastructure leaving Police
Scotland with a “crumbling police estate”.

With obvious building infrastructure issues right across Scotland, the
Scottish Conservatives are calling for the SNP to focus more of its attention
addressing these worries.

Scottish Conservative infrastructure spokesman Liam Kerr said: 

“It’s clear that the SNP has completely taken its eye off the ball in the
midst of its obsession with independence.

“It’s a real worry that so many schools and hospitals are still not up to the
standard required.

“Among many other things, the SNP government really ought to explain why
Scotland’s main roads and motorways are in a worse condition that those down
south.

“These statistics have to be a wakeup call for the SNP, and it’s high time
they realised that people don’t want a government relentlessly obsessed with
breaking up Britain, they want a government that shows a drive and
determination to improve standards all over Scotland.”

Scotland’s NHS, education and infrastructure have a repairs and maintenance
backlog of at least £1.3 billion.

Canals Scotland has a critical infrastructure backlog of £74 million:

·   New FOI data obtained by the Scottish Conservatives shows that Canals
Scotland has 84 projects they deem to be ‘critical infrastructure backlog’
and the total estimated cost is £74m.

·   The list of repairs includes 8 seepage or leakage repairs, including on
the Caledonian Canal, Forth & Clyde Canal and the Crinan Canal; it also
includes a sewage pump near Kilsyth; and repairs to the iconic Avon aqueduct



near Linlithgow.

The latest figures show the NHS has a maintenance backlog costs of nearly
£900 million:

·   The annual report on NHS estates, for 2015, shows a backlog of £898
million, over £100 million more than the £797 million reported in 2014.

·   The maintenance backlog expenditure requirement is defined as the base
cost required to bring those parts of the existing estate which are not
currently in an unsatisfactory condition back into a satisfactory condition

·   44 per cent of the NHS repairs were deemed to be of high or significant
risk, prompting patient safety fears (Scottish Government, Annual State of
NHS Scotland Assets and Facilities Report for 2015, July 2016, link; Ibid
2014, March 2015, link).

Scotland’s colleges have a facilities repair bill of over £300m:

·   A submission to the Scottish Government by College Scotland revealed that
repairs they deemed a ‘necessity’ cost a total of £280 million in capital
spending and £105 million between 2016-17 and 2018-19.

40 per cent of Scotland’s roads are unacceptable, and councils spend £40m a
year on potholes

·   Nearly 40 per cent of council-maintained roads are beneath ‘acceptable’
condition. Only 63 per cent of council-maintained roads are in a condition
described as ‘acceptable’ (Audit Scotland, Maintaining Scotland’s Roads, 4
August 2016, p5, link).

·   Scottish councils spend £38 million a year on potholes. New data from FOI
requests by the Scottish Conservative show that the last available statistics
show spending of £38.04 million across Scotland on potholes.

·   Scotland’s main roads and motorways are in a ‘significantly’ worse
condition than England’s. Audit Scotland data shows that the entire network
has deteriorated in the past four years, and the worst decline has been in
motorways and main trunk roads which are the responsibility of the Scottish
Government. 13 per cent were assessed as being in poor condition and
potentially needing maintenance, compared to only 4 per cent in England.
Highways England spends nearly three times more per kilometre on maintaining
main trunk roads than Transport Scotland (Audit Scotland,Maintaining
Scotland’s Roads, 4 August 2016, p27, link).

Scotland’s police are using cars held together with ‘duct tape and cable
ties’: Calum Steele, general secretary of the Scottish Police Federation,
said decades of under-investment in infrastructure has left the force with a
‘crumbling police estate’ and that ‘we have police vehicles held together
with duct tape and cable ties. Duct tape and cable ties, that is what is
keeping our fleet together on the road right now because we have no money.
This is the reality of no money to invest in the estate of the police service
of Scotland.” (The Telegraph, 14 October 2016, link).
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Nearly one in five Scottish schools are not at the expected standard – and
SNP repaired-buildings are already showing problems

·   15 per cent of primary schools are in a ‘poor’ or ‘bad’ condition. There
is huge variation within that: o   In Moray, 80 per cent of primary schools
are in a ‘poor’ or ‘bad’ condition o   In the Borders, 37 per cent of primary
schools are in a ‘poor’ or ‘bad’ condition

·   21 per cent of secondary schools are in a ‘poor’ or ‘bad’ condition

o   In Moray, the proportion is 75 per cent o   In Edinburgh, the proportion
is 22 per cent o   In Dumfries and Galloway, the proportion is 37.5 per cent

·   17 per cent of primary schools have ‘poor’ or ‘bad’ suitability – which
is a wider measure of the how well the school estate meets the needs of the
school.

·   21 per cent of secondary schools have ‘poor’ or ‘bad’ suitability.

o   In Aberdeen City, the number is 66.7 per cent o   In Highland, the number
is 44.8 per cent

·   More than one in ten schools the SNP rebuilt or refurbished are already
in sub-standard condition. 6 of the 44 schools recorded as newly built or
refurbished in Scottish Government statistics have already been classified as
‘poor’ in either the condition of the building or the suitability for the
school. This means that the school is ‘Showing major defects and/or not
operating adequately’ or ‘Showing major problems and/or not operating
optimally’.

·   Only half of the schools recorded as newly built or refurbished had a
‘good’ report for both condition and suitability. Only a ‘good’ rating means
there are no problems – every other rating indicates some degree of issue or
deterioration. (Scottish Government, School Estates Supplementary Dataset
2016, December 2016, link)
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