
Cabinet approves Short term market
borrowing by NABARD for on lending to
Cooperative Banks

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given
its post-facto approval for the following decisions:

Green Party responds to Supreme Court
judgement

24 January 2017

Caroline Lucas, the co-leader of the Green Party, has responded to today’s
Supreme Court judgement. 

She said: 

“This case is a win for parliamentary democracy, and a blow for those
minister who planned to railroad Brexit through without any proper scrutiny.

“The spotlight now falls on MPs – and in particular the Labour Party – to
properly scrutinise the Government’s plans and act accordingly. That must
mean that Labour rethink the support they’ve given to triggering article 50
prematurely, and instead join those of us who refuse to be pushed into
Theresa May’s artificial Brexit timetable.

“It’s astonishing that Ministers ever thought it was right to trigger Article
50 without a vote in Parliament – and their battle in the courts really does
expose a contempt for the democratic process within the Conservative party.

“I will not be capitulating to the Tories over Brexit – and will vote against
prematurely triggering Article 50 in the Spring. As the co-leader of a Party
which stands for environmental, social and economic justice I will not
support a Government offering no assurances to EU nationals living in
Britain, threatening to turn this country into a tax haven and planning to
throw us off the Brexit cliff edge by ending our membership of the Single
Market and Customs Union.”
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China plans huge spending on farmland
improvement

China plans huge spending to improve farmland quality in the next few years
in hopes of propping up grain supplies as shrinking arable land has put the
populous country under pressure to feed its people.

A total of 600 billion yuan (around 88 billion U.S. dollars) will be pumped
into the field by 2020, Han Jun, deputy director of the central agricultural
work leading team office, said on Tuesday at a press conference.

The central and local governments will provide the funds, Han said, adding
that he hopes the efforts will also attract private investment.

It was the latest move in a nationwide official program to build “high-
standard cropland,” which, according to official documents, refers to large-
scale, contiguous plots of land with fertile soil and modern farming
facilities. This type of farmland can maintain stable and high yields and has
sound ecological condition and strong capacity to resist natural disasters.

China improved around 26.87 million hectares of farmland to meet those
standards from 2011 to 2015. The Ministry of Land and Resources estimates
there will be a 10- to 20-percent rise in grain production capacity.

With the new investment plan, improvement of another 26.67 million hectares
can be completed by 2020, Han said, adding the government will try to hit 40
million hectares.

China’s arable land reserves have been falling in recent years, some occupied
by construction of new homes and factories and some replanted with trees and
grass for ecological protection. The phenomenon, along with the first drop in
grain output in more than a decade last year, has added to concerns about
food security.

The country still had a shortfall of about 20 million tonnes in the amount of
grain it produced and consumed, according to official calculations.

China is eyeing the farmland-improvement program to help boost grain yields
and modernize agriculture.

Efforts must be made to stabilize farmland area and improve its quality to
ensure grain self-sufficiency and food security, according to a document
released Monday by the Communist Party of China Central Committee and the
State Council.
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The document demanded more efforts to replenish, as much arable land is
currently occupied by non-agricultural construction.

China aims to retain at least 124.33 million hectares of arable land in 2020,
and the figure was 133.3 million hectares at the end of 2015. The government
has set a warning level of 120 million hectares and reiterated the level must
not be breached.

The arable land should be protected “the way we protect pandas,” according to
the document.

Corporate report: Government Office
for Science annual report: 2015 to
2016

This annual report sets out the activities and achievements of the Government
Office for Science from April 2015 to March 2016. It covers:

our responsibilities
highlights of 2015 to 2016
responding to emergencies
Foresight projects
Council for Science and Technology projects
financial information

Central China province reports new
H7N9 case

Another human H7N9 avian flu case has been reported in central China’s Hunan
Province, bringing the total number of infections in the province to 16,
including five fatalities, this year.

The female patient, 37, was diagnosed in Yueyang City Monday. She had contact
with poultry before falling ill and is in critical condition, according to
the Hunan provincial disease control and prevention center.

People who had close contact with the patient have not shown symptoms of
fever or coughing.
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In addition to Hunan, human H7N9 infections have also been reported in the
provinces of Guangdong, Guizhou, Hubei, Henan, Jiangxi and Shandong, as well
as in Shanghai, Hong Kong and Macao.

H7N9 is a bird flu strain first reported to have infected humans in March
2013 in China. It is most likely to strike in winter and spring.


