
News story: Nuclear Decommissioning
Authority appoints David Peattie as
Chief Executive Officer

David will be responsible for leading the NDA in the decommissioning and
clean-up of 17 legacy nuclear sites across the UK, including Sellafield. He
will assume the role from today, 1 March 2017, when the outgoing CEO, John
Clarke, will step down after five years in the role.

The appointment was made by the non-executive members of the NDA Board, with
the approval of the Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy Secretary of
State Greg Clark.

In addition, as announced on 22 December 2016, Stephen Henwood stepped down
yesterday (28 February 2017) on completion of his third term of office as NDA
Chairman. He is being replaced by Tom Smith who was previously a Non-
Executive Director of the NDA.

NDA Chairman Tom Smith said:

David brings with him significant global experience of leadership
in the energy, oil and gas industries, and a strong track record in
tackling complex commercial and engineering challenges in the UK
and internationally.

I am delighted the NDA has secured a new CEO of such calibre and
experience and I am looking forward to working with him in driving
forward delivery of the vital mission to clear up the UK’s nuclear
legacy.

I would like to offer warm thanks to retiring Chief Executive John
Clarke and would also like to thank Stephen for his excellent
stewardship of the NDA over the last 9 years, and wish him well for
the future. It has been a pleasure to serve on the board under him.

Energy Minister, Jesse Norman, said:

The NDA carries out essential work decommissioning and cleaning up
the UK’s nuclear legacy, keeping our citizens safe and secure and
protecting the environment. David’s considerable experience in
roles across the energy sector makes him well-placed to lead the
organisation and take this vital work forward.

I would also like to thank Stephen Henwood and John Clarke for
their years of service and wish John well in retirement.
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David Peattie said:

It is a privilege to have been asked to take on this important
role, which is central to delivering the important mission of
decommissioning the UK’s nuclear legacy.

The NDA, its subsidiaries and Site Licence Companies, have a
highly-skilled and focused workforce, and I look forward to working
with them to drive forward progress on clearing our sites for
future generations.

Prior to taking up his role at the NDA David Peattie was Chief Executive
Officer at Fairfield Energy, where he led the successful turnaround of
performance of North Sea assets and oversaw the start of the decommissioning
project for the Dunlin Alpha Platform.

David began his career at British Petroleum in 1979 as a petroleum engineer
and during his 33 years at the company held a number of technical, commercial
and senior management positions. His roles at BP included Head of BP Group
Investor Relations, Commercial Director of BP Chemicals, Deputy Head of
global Exploration & Production, Head of BP Group Planning, and finally as
Head of BP Russia where he was responsible for BP’s interests in the TNK-BP
joint venture as well as its businesses in the Russian Arctic and Sakhalin.
In addition, he was BP’s lead Director on the board of TNK-BP and Chairman of
its Health, Safety and Environment Committee.

David is a Chartered Engineer and Member of Institute of Mining and
Metallurgy (Petroleum Engineering).

News story: Installed: the machine set
to clean up Sellafield’s most
hazardous building

The £100 million Silo Emptying Plant will scoop radioactive waste out of the
Magnox Swarf Storage Silo.

The 1960s storage facility has been described as one of the most hazardous
buildings in western Europe and contains 10,000 cubic metres of intermediate
level waste from the earliest days of the UK’s civil nuclear industry.

John Clarke, outgoing NDA Chief Executive, unveiled the machine – the first
of three being assembled in the building – at a ceremony yesterday.

He said:
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This is an enormous step forward for the Sellafield decommissioning
programme.

It is the culmination of 20 years of work to get to the position
where we’ve got the first machine in place that will retrieve waste
from these silos.

The machines will sit on rails on top of the silo’s 22 vertical waste
compartments. Each compartment is big enough to accommodate six double decker
buses stacked three high.

Once operational, the emptying machines will be manoeuvred into place over
the top of each compartment to scoop out their contents.

The material will then be packed into nuclear skips and sent to modern waste
stores at Sellafield, pending final disposal in the UK’s Geological Disposal
Facility.

The machines will be ready to start retrieving waste in 2018, taking an
estimated 20-25 years to complete the task.

Chris Halliwell, head of the Magnox Swarf Storage Silo, said:

This is probably the most complicated and advanced machine ever
built at Sellafield.

It has about 13,500 different working parts and its design and
concept was first drawn up more than 20 years ago.

Turning that vision into the machine we have today has been a major
challenge for the UK’s advanced manufacturing and nuclear supply
chain.

The process has been hugely challenging because no plans were drawn up for
how waste would be taken out of the building when it was built in the 1960s.

The emptying machines were built by engineering firm NES Ansaldo at its
Wolverhampton factory, before being dismantled and sent to Sellafield in 23
separate modules.

These modules were lifted one by one into the silo building and then re-
assembled in situ.

Chris Halliwell added:

There is no job at Sellafield more important than the one being
done by this machine. Emptying the waste from this legacy silo is
our number one priority.

It has to be reliable because once it starts taking waste out, the



contamination inside it would make it very difficult to maintain or
repair.

The silo took waste from nuclear power stations all over the UK until its
closure in June 2000.

Its contents are chiefly made up of magnesium cladding which was stripped
from nuclear fuel rods before they were sent for reprocessing.

News story: Worm bait returns for
trial period at Exmoor fishery

The Environment Agency is continuing conservation measures on its Watersmeet
and Glenthorne Fishery for the coming season.

Restrictions have been in place on this popular Exmoor fishery since 2014 in
response to disease problems affecting adult salmon and sea trout returning
to the East Lyn to spawn. Recent monitoring also revealed reduced numbers of
young salmon.

Anglers have been allowed to continue fishing for salmon and sea trout on a
‘catch and release’ basis throughout the season and have been limited to
fishing with a fly or spinner only. The use of worms was traditionally
allowed from 16 June. However, this method of fishing can be very effective
and has been prohibited in recent years to limit the number of fish caught
while stocks have been under pressure.

Following discussions with the Lyn Riparian Owners Association and local
interest groups, worming is being allowed again on a trial basis this year
from 16 June, subject to strict conditions.

Worms will only be allowed when fished on a single circle-patterned hook, no
larger than Size 4. A circle hook increases the likelihood a fish is hooked
in the jaw where it can be safely removed. This type of hook reduces the risk
of ‘deep hooking’ which can sometimes occur when worming. It also reduces the
chances of accidentally catching trout and salmon parr on this method.

All salmon and sea trout must still be released throughout the 2017 season,
irrespective of the method used to catch them. As a further conservation
measure, anglers will not be allowed to fish with worm at any time in Long
Pool.

Mike Holland of the Environment Agency said:

We want fishermen to continue to enjoy their sport on the
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Watersmeet and Glenthorne Fishery, but at the same time ensure
suitable measures are in place to safeguard migratory fish
returning to the river to spawn.

By allowing only circle hooks to be used for worming we hope to
maximise the survival chances of any salmon and sea trout caught
and released by this method. We’ll review the success of this trial
at the end of the season.

The brown trout fishery regulations remain unchanged. The full list of
fishery regulations can be found printed on the reverse of the permits,
purchasable from local agents.
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Pool.

Mike Holland of the Environment Agency said:

We want fishermen to continue to enjoy their sport on the
Watersmeet and Glenthorne Fishery, but at the same time ensure
suitable measures are in place to safeguard migratory fish
returning to the river to spawn.

By allowing only circle hooks to be used for worming we hope to
maximise the survival chances of any salmon and sea trout caught
and released by this method. We’ll review the success of this trial
at the end of the season.

The brown trout fishery regulations remain unchanged. The full list of
fishery regulations can be found printed on the reverse of the permits,
purchasable from local agents.

News story: Submarines to support
economic and community growth

The MOD is investing hundreds of millions of pounds in developing HM Naval
Base Clyde as the Royal Navy Submarine Centre of Specialisation.

This will see all UK attack submarines based in Argyll and Bute by 2020, and
the eventual arrival of the Dreadnought class of ballistic submarines.

The development is expected to increase the number of personnel at HMNB Clyde
to an eventual population of 8,200, with many choosing to live in the area.

The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed today will see the signatories
work together in delivering infrastructure and opportunities for Royal Navy
families and local people to live, work and prosper together.

Witnessing the signing was Secretary of State for Scotland David Mundell, who
said:

The UK’s entire submarine fleet will be based at Faslane by 2020.
This will reinforce Scotland’s vital role in protecting our
country, and guarantee skilled, secure jobs on the Clyde for years
to come.
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We must ensure this investment in the base is also a catalyst for
growth and regeneration in the wider community. Today’s agreement
will deliver new housing and improved infrastructure, ensuring
people in Argyll and Bute benefit directly from hosting the base.

Minister for Defence Veterans, Reserves and Personnel Mark Lancaster, said:

This agreement ensures the investment we are making to upgrade HMNB
Clyde, as part of the £1.7bn we are spending to improve military
bases in Scotland, will not only help provide our people and their
families with more stability and a better environment to work in,
but will also help transform the local area, providing skilled jobs
and better infrastructure.

Councillor Dick Walsh, Leader of Argyll and Bute Council and Chair of the
Argyll and Bute Community Planning Partnership, said:

This agreement is about making the development of HMNB Clyde work
for Navy personnel, their families and the communities in Argyll
they will be joining. It’s about delivering opportunities for new
residents and local people to build happy, prosperous lives
together. Helensburgh and its surrounding areas offer great
benefits as a place to live, work and visit, and we very much look
forward to welcoming new Navy friends and neighbours.

Work will focus on key themes which are set out in a Strategic Delivery and
Development Framework (SDDF) and include education, economy, community
facilities, communication, transportation and housing.

Naval Base Commander, Commodore Mark Gayfer, said:

The Royal Navy is keen to ensure that the local community better
understands what it brings to Argyll and Bute.

There are tremendous opportunities for mutual benefit, such as our
redevelopment of the Drumfork Club in Helensburgh, building new
sports facilities and the UK Government £5m of support for the
Council’s waterfront redevelopment.

Through its redevelopment HMNB Clyde will grow its staff numbers from 6,800
today to an eventual population of 8,200. The construction phases are
expected to support a further 1,000 contractor jobs.

Work on delivering benefits for new Navy families and Argyll communities is
already in progress, for example:



Economy and regeneration: On 18 January 17, Argyll and Bute Council and
HMNB Clyde held the first joint economic forum in Helensburgh. Local
businesses were invited to hear about the tremendous opportunities
available from the expansion of the Naval Base. Following the event the
Council is collating findings and developing a plan of action to take
forward.

Housing and Accommodation: The MOD and Council are working with private
and social housing sectors to develop options for choice in the housing
market.

Education and training. Argyll and Bute Council has created the role of
Service Pupil Adviser to provide advice and support for the large
numbers of Armed Forces children in the Helensburgh and Lomond area.
This temporary post is funded by the MOD Education Support Fund.

Community Facilities:

The MOD owned Drumfork Club, situated in Churchill Estate in
Helensburgh, is currently being renovated and due to be re-opened
mid-2018. The refreshed facility will be open to the entire community
and feature an area for registered childcare provision and five multi-
purpose function rooms which can be used for organised and semi-
organised activities by local community groups and organisations.

Although many of the Royal Navy facilities in the area have been put in
place for use by service personnel, base workers, and their families,
the facilities are also made available on a regular basis to local
community groups and organisations.

Communications and engagement. The MOD and Argyll and Bute Council have
produced an Armed Forces and Veterans’ brochure which will provide
information on Argyll and Bute and the various organisations and
services available to support the Armed Forces community and their
families.


