
News story: Armed Forces Minister
confirms increase in support to
Afghanistan

Speaking on his first visit to Afghanistan the Minister reaffirmed the UK’s
enduring commitment to the country.

Britain stepped up its support to Afghanistan this year, increasing by 50 the
number of personnel in the country. They join personnel in country who are
helping to train Afghan officers, advising the fledgling Afghan Air Force and
working as advisors in the Afghan Security Ministries.

While UK and NATO combat operations drew to a close in 2014, Britain
continues to support Afghanistan by training, advising and assisting the
Afghan defence and security forces, as they continue to fight with increasing
skill and capability. This year’s increase in support brings the total number
of the personnel committed to the operation to 500; Britain’s second biggest
overseas commitment after the campaign against Daesh.

During his visit, the Minister met with Afghan Cadet Behzad Hiedari, who won
Sandhurst’s Overseas Sword of Honour. The prestigious honour is awarded to
the best overseas cadet in each year’s class at the Royal Military Academy at
Sandhurst. The award highlights the talent in Afghanistan’s security forces,
which are being developed by the UK and our NATO Allies and partners.

One way in which British personnel are helping to develop Afghanistan’s
security forces is through the Afghan National Officer Academy (ANAOA).
Minister Penning visited the site during the visit and met with the UK
personnel helping to ‘mentor the mentors’. Just as Afghan forces are in the
lead for the security of their country, so are their UK-mentored officers,
who are helping to train their country’s next generation of leaders.
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Mike Penning meets with a British adviser to female Afghan instructors for
female cadets at ANAOA

Armed Forces Minister Mike Penning said:

Britain has an enduring commitment to Afghanistan. This year we’re
stepping up our support to the country, and have deployed 50 extra
personnel, some of whom I visited at the Afghan National Army
Officer Academy, where the next generation of Afghan army leaders
are being trained. The UK, along with our NATO Allies, is committed
for the long term to developing the ever more capable Afghan
National Security and Defence Forces to ensure Afghanistan is not a
safe haven for terrorists.



Lunch with UK personnel who mentor Afghan trainers at the Academy

Since 2014, UK mentoring assistance has helped the ANAOA train over 1500 high
quality officers.

The Government committed last year to provide £210 million to the Afghan
security forces, until 2020, giving around £70 million a year.

News story: The first English EMFF
FLAG launch events get underway

The MMO is delighted to support the launch events of two of our European
Maritime Fisheries Fund (EMFF) Fisheries Local Action Groups (FLAGs) over the
next few days.

The launch events mark the next stage in the process after each of the
successful English FLAGs were issued £800,000 under the EMFF scheme to
deliver their community led local development strategies in England. The MMO
is pleased to be able to attend both events.

Holderness FLAG will hold their launch event on 27 January 2017 at The Spa,
Bridlington and Hastings FLAG will launch on 30 January 2017 at The Stade,
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Hastings.

Commenting on the FLAG launches Andrew Wells (MMO Board Member) said:

“It is very rewarding for the MMO to see Holderness and Hastings formally
launch their FLAGs, knowing that they will use the knowledge of local
stakeholders to tackle fisheries issues at a local level.

The journey the FLAGs have taken from application to refinement to panel has
been a challenging one and it is a testament to the FLAGs that they were
successful in securing EMFF funding. They can now use that funding to benefit
fisheries communities.

I very much enjoyed reading about the Holderness FLAG journey to this point
on our marine developments blog and I am looking forward to attending the
Hastings FLAG launch in person on 30 January 2017.”

News story: Defence Secretary marks
Australia Day

The UK and Australia share an important Defence relationship, Sir Michael
said as he addressed guests at an Australia Day reception at the Australian
High Commission in London.

Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon said:

The bonds that bind Britain and Australia are deeper than those of
any alliance of necessity or pact of mutual interest; we are
family.

A century ago we fought shoulder-to-shoulder at the Battle of
Passchendaele. In the present time our bond is ever more relevant
as we fight modern evils; flying wing-tip to wing-tip in Iraq and
Syria to hit Daesh hard, training the Afghan Army in Kabul together
and sharing crucial intelligence – all things that make us both
safer and more secure at home.

But our bonds are those of mutual prosperity too. Backed by a
rising Defence budget, Britain will also continue to open up new
possibilities in trade and innovation with Australia as the UK
steps up as Global Britain.

Later this year the Defence Secretary will attend the annual Australia-UK
Ministerial Meeting, to discuss foreign, defence and security policy,
alongside the Foreign Secretary and their Australian counterparts.
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In future, the UK will take part in a variety of joint operations and Defence
Engagement with Australia. In 2018 a Royal Navy frigate will visit the Asia
Pacific and participate in an annual Five Power Defence Arrangements
Exercise.

Australia will also host the 2018 Invictus Games for wounded, injured and
sick military personnel and veterans, in Sydney.

News story: MOD partners with industry
to promote UK prosperity

The MOD and Boeing are working together to build UK prosperity, growth, and
exports across the country. As part of their commitment to the UK, Boeing
signed the UK aerospace industry’s Supply Chain Competitiveness Charter,
which is designed to strengthen relationships between companies and their
suppliers, so that they work together more effectively to raise UK
productivity and competitiveness.

Highlights of the joint initiative so far include:

A new commercial airline hangar to be constructed at Gatwick airport,
supporting more than 100 jobs

Collaboration on a new £100m P-8A operational support and training base
at RAF Lossiemouth in Scotland, creating more than 100 new jobs

Boeing facilitated a visit to Seattle for 37 UK suppliers to deepen
their relationships with Boeing driving enhanced prosperity in the UK

Training courses for UK suppliers on how to win additional business with
the company, further enhancing the competitiveness of the UK supply
chain

Education partnerships with the Royal Academy of Engineering and the RAF
Air Training Corps in Northern Ireland, which reached more than 5,000
young people in the UK last year

Minister Harriett Baldwin said:

Britain’s defence industry plays a key role delivering an economy
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that works for everyone. Across the UK, Britain’s defence companies
provide highly skilled, well-paid jobs with world class
manufacturing exports.

Boeing expects to increase their UK workforce by 50% by 2020. This
joint initiative is a prime example of the cutting edge, high-
skilled, job-creating investment that our industrial strategy seeks
to harness to make Britain one of the most competitive places in
the world to innovate, build businesses and deliver secure, long-
term prosperity for all.

The government’s Industrial Strategy will seek to make fresh choices about
how the UK shapes its economy and presents an opportunity to deliver a bold,
long term Industrial Strategy that builds on strengths and prepares for the
years ahead. Following a period of consultation, the government intends to
publish an Industrial Strategy white paper in 2017 that will set out the plan
for full and long term delivery. 

Marc Allen, president of Boeing International, said:

Boeing’s partnership with the UK, which dates back to the 1930s,
goes from strength to strength today. Boeing values the UK’s
aerospace and defence capabilities. In both 2015 and 2016 Boeing in
the UK hired, on average, a new employee per day and our
relationship with the UK supply chain today has more than doubled
in value since 2011.

This growth continues in 2017 and beyond, with further significant
announcements to follow in the future, building on our initiative’s
achievements already in place.

There is much more to come from the strategic prosperity initiative. During
their meeting Minister Harriett Baldwin and Marc Allen looked ahead to the
next six months of collaboration:

Boeing will increase bid opportunities for UK suppliers and work with
the government to enhance UK competitiveness. The aim is for UK
companies to double their supply work with Boeing and win higher
proportions of content on future Boeing aircraft.

Boeing will make the UK its European base for training, maintenance,
repair and overhaul across its defence fixed-wing and rotary platforms.

Boeing will make the UK a base for defence exports to Europe and the
Middle East, increasing UK employment and investment.



News story: Welsh Secretary launches
series of Brexit discussions

Starting in Builth Wells today, Secretary of State for Wales, Alun Cairns and
Minister for Wales, Guto Bebb will meet farmers, farming unions and other
representatives from the agriculture sector to seek their views on powers
returning from the EU.

In particular, the discussion is expected to focus on where decisions might,
in future, be taken at a local level and the areas in which UK wide
frameworks might be desirable.

Over the following weeks, Ministers will meet representatives from a range of
sectors, including manufacturing and life sciences, in a number of locations
across the whole of Wales. They will be seeking answers from these sectors to
seven key questions:

What thinking have you done about these powers returning from the EU?1.
What do you think would work best for the people you represent?2.
Where do you think consistent standards or local variation may be3.
required?
How best do we ensure day 1 legal certainty and continuity?4.
What opportunities do you think exiting the EU offers the5.
people/industry you represent?
What should we do to make sure that we don’t create barriers to living6.
or doing business within the UK?
What common standards do we need to make sure that the UK can strike7.
future trade deals that benefit the whole of the UK?

Speaking ahead of the first event, Secretary of State for Wales, Alun Cairns,
said:

I am determined to make sure that Wales is in the strongest
possible position to benefit from Brexit and these events will help
us to understand how the UK Government can deliver the best
solution.

The people I plan to meet over the coming weeks are in the engine
room, helping to keep the Welsh economy growing. By working
together I am confident we can make the most of this unique
opportunity to build a stronger, fairer Britain that works for
everyone.
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Steve Hughson, Chief Executive of the Royal Welsh Agricultural Society, said:

With a rapidly changing political and financial climate, it
essential that all areas of the agricultural industry come together
and devise a way to make the most out of these changes.

It is fitting that the first of the UK Government’s meetings takes
place today here at the showground, the home of the Royal Welsh
Agricultural Society, which has become an important platform for
such high profile consultations over the years.

Representing over 21,000 members from all agricultural and rural
sectors and communities throughout Wales, the society will be
contributing to these discussions and helping shape and influence
the future of Welsh agriculture.


