
News story: Broadband providers drop
cancellation fees for Armed Forces
personnel

The commitment from the UK’s biggest broadband providers representing 95 per
cent of Britain’s broadband market comes into force immediately, and will
benefit tens of thousands of Forces households in the UK and abroad.

The change agreed to under the tenets of the Armed Forces Covenant includes
BT, Sky, EE, Plusnet, Talk Talk and Virgin Media, who have all committed to
treating military personnel fairly when cancelling their contracts.

Up until now, members of the Armed Forces who are deployed overseas or to
different parts of the UK not covered by their provider could be forced to
pay a cancellation fee. They will no longer have to face this cost and be
disadvantaged due to the mobile nature of service life.

Defence Minister Mark Lancaster, said:

Our Armed Forces are sent all over the world and across the country
to help keep our country safe and they should never be at a
disadvantage because of this. The removal of cancellation fees by
leading broadband providers is yet another example of the Covenant
in action, which is making sure our brave personnel are treated
fairly. It’s a welcome move and we’re looking forward to seeing
what more British businesses can do to support our military.

The Armed Forces Covenant is a promise by the nation ensuring that those who
serve or have previously served in the Armed Forces, and their families, are
treated fairly and not disadvantaged by their service. Delivery partners
include businesses and trade bodies, charities and community organisations,
local authorities and government departments.

BT Chief Executive Gavin Patterson, said:

Armed Forces personnel play a vital role protecting our country,
whether serving overseas or stationed away from home in other parts
of the UK. That’s why we’re committed to ensuring they don’t have
to pay for broadband or TV services they can’t access, when they
find themselves in this situation. Whether it’s through today’s
announcement, our hiring of ex-armed forces personnel, or through
our work with Reservists, BT, along with our fellow signatories are
proud to support our country’s military personnel.

TalkTalk Chief Executive, Dido Harding, added:
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We recognise that service personnel and their families face unique
challenges, not least due to the fact they are regularly posted to
new locations all over the country and abroad, often at short
notice. TalkTalk was the first ISP to recognise how tricky this can
be and offer free disconnections for service personnel moving
overseas, and we’re delighted that the rest of the industry has
followed suit.

Today’s announcement follows previous Covenant pledges by UK businesses to
support personnel when they are posted overseas.

Last year, the UK’s largest insurers and brokers allowed personnel and their
families posted abroad to keep their No Claims Bonus for up to three years,
and also waived cancellation fees.

47 of the UK’s high street banks and building societies also committed to
letting personnel posted overseas and around the UK rent out their homes
without facing higher mortgage costs or having to change to a buy-to-let
mortgage.

News story: UK’s NATO Southern Air
Policing Mission to begin in May

Sir Michael also confirmed that four Typhoons from Royal Air Force 3
(Fighter) Squadron will lead the deployment.

The Defence Secretary agreed the UK’s air policing contribution during NATO
defence ministerial talks in the autumn and confirmed the timing of the
deployment and squadron name at the International Parliamentary Conference on
National Security in London today.

The Typhoons from RAF Coningsby will be based at Mihail Kogalniceanu Airbase
in south east Romania for up to four months, working side-by-side with the
Romanian Air Force to police the skies over the Black Sea.

Royal Air Force 3 (Fighter) Squadron has a long history. One hundred years
ago it was a fighter scout unit assisting our forces in the trenches, in
World War Two it was at the forefront of our air defences destroying nearly
300 V1 flying bomb. More recently it took tours of Sierra Leone and as part
of Counter Daesh operations in Iraq and Syria.

The UK is the first nation to provide jets to this NATO mission, which forms
part of the UK’s increasing support to our Allies following the recent
deployment of British troops to Estonia as part of NATO’s Enhanced Forward
Presence.
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Secretary of State for Defence Sir Michael Fallon said:

The UK is stepping up its support for NATO’s collective defence
from the north to the south of the alliance. With this deployment,
RAF planes will be ready to secure NATO airspace and provide
reassurance to our allies in the Black Sea region.

During his speech the Defence Secretary addressed a range of national
security issues, including cyber where the UK is investing its growing
Defence budget in new cyber capabilities.

This comes as the UK’s cyber capabilities are tested in exercises, including
Information Warrior 2017, the Royal Navy’s first ever large-scale cyber war
games, designed to test new Artificial Intelligence able to speed up complex
decision making, which starts this week.

Sir Michael also confirmed that £1.9 billion will be invested in developing
cyber capabilities and skills across all Government departments, in addition
to establishing the new National Cyber Security Centre, the Defence Cyber
School at Shrivenham, and a Cyber Operations Centre at Corsham.

Sir Michael added:

Our military is among the best prepared in the world to tackle
cyber threats – with capabilities and skills integrated into the
Army, Royal Navy, and the RAF. But in such a dynamic environment we
must continually test and enhance our skills.

We’re interested not just in defensive but also in offensive cyber
– those who threaten cyber-attacks against us need to know the risk
they’re running.

During the speech at Church House the Defence Secretary also paid tribute to
those who lost their lives during last week’s attack in Westminster.

News story: Defence Secretary pays
tribute to Sikh community

The Defence Secretary joined members of the British Sikh Association at a
special Vaisakhi dinner at the Lancaster Hotel in London, where they put pen
to paper to formally recognise the strong ties between the Sikh community and
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the Armed Forces.

Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon said:

A diverse military is a strong military which is why we’re
committed to making sure our forces better represent the society
they serve – this Covenant signing is yet another demonstration of
this.

Sikhs have a rich history with the Armed Forces, from their
unsurpassed courage at the Battle of Saragarhi 120 years ago, to
the hundreds of thousands of Sikhs who fought for Britain during
the First and Second World Wars. We will work with the Association
to ensure that tradition continues.

During his speech at the British Sikh Association The Defence Secretary paid
tribute to the rich history that Sikhs have with the Armed Forces

170 Sikhs currently serve in the Royal Navy, Army and the Royal Air Force,
with many more around the UK serving as Reservists. The British Sikh report
published on Tuesday also found that 69% of Sikhs would support their child
taking a career to defend the nation.

This signing of the Armed Forces Covenant is a demonstration of the
commitment to ensuring a more diverse force. The MOD is aiming to make sure
10% of recruits come from Black, Asian, or Minority Ethnic (BAME) backgrounds
by 2020 and is making progress with BAME personnel currently making up nearly



6% of new recruits, an increase on the previous year.

Amongst others, the Association has made pledges to urge more than 2000
members, representing 24 employers across the country, to provide job
opportunities for service leavers and promote the unique skills that they
bring to the work place. They also agreed to support the Cadet Expansion
Programme by promoting the benefits of becoming a Cadet Force volunteer and
will link Sikh communities with personnel.

Dr Rami Ranger, Chairman of the British Sikh Association, said:

The Covenant demonstrates our commitment as citizens of the United
Kingdom to our illustrious Armed Forces, whilst at the same time
recognising their round-the-clock, 365 days a year commitment for
our freedom.

The Armed Forces Covenant is a commitment from the nation, enshrined in law,
that those who serve or have served, and their families, are treated fairly
and not disadvantaged due to their service.

Over 1,500 businesses and organisations across the UK have already signed,
making practical pledges that have made a difference across the Armed Forces
community.

News story: Her Royal Highness The
Princess Royal names new jetty for
Navy’s giant aircraft carriers

The Princess unveiled a plaque at Portsmouth Naval Base this afternoon (Mon
20 Mar 17) officially naming the vast berth as The Princess Royal Jetty. It
will be home to the Royal Navy’s two new 65,000-tonne Queen Elizabeth class
aircraft carriers.

Formerly known as Middle Slip Jetty, the berth has been upgraded and
strengthened to support the carriers as part of a raft of infrastructure
upgrades taking place ahead of the arrival of the first ship – HMS Queen
Elizabeth – later this year.
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The Princess Royal Jetty from above

Her Royal Highness met some of the workers involved in the jetty’s two-year
refurbishment, as well as Royal Navy bomb disposal experts responsible for
safely disposing of historic ordnance. A number of wartime devices have been
recently uncovered by dredging work in preparation for the arrival of the two
new aircraft carriers.
The Portsmouth Naval Base Commander, Commodore Jeremy Rigby, hosted the visit
by The Princess Royal. As Commodore-in-Chief for Portsmouth, she is a
frequent visitor to the naval base and takes a keen interest in activities
there.

Cdre Rigby said:

It was a privilege to welcome Her Royal Highness back into the
naval base to officially name this historic jetty.

Work continues at a pace to get our naval base ready for the
arrival of HMS Queen Elizabeth later this year and the excitement
builds as we now enter the final stages of work, testing and
training ahead of her arrival.

The jetty, parts of which date back over 90 years, has been refurbished in
addition to the dredging of the approach channel, inner harbour area and
berth in order to make them deep and wide enough for the new ships, moving
three million cubic metres of clay, sand and gravel from an area the size of
200 football pitches.



Minister for Defence Procurement, Harriett Baldwin, said:

The work on The Princess Royal Jetty is a fantastic example of how
we are investing in the future of the Royal Navy and is the
culmination of £100m of infrastructure upgrades in Portsmouth in
preparation for our two new aircraft carriers.

The Queen Elizabeth class carriers, together with our F-35 jets
will transform our ability to project power around the world.

Bespoke navigational lights, a high-voltage electrical supply and specialist
carrier-specific gangways, known as ‘brows’, are also being provided as part
of the £100m programme of works. The Defence Infrastructure Organisation
(DIO) has worked with VolkerStevin and BAE Systems to deliver the package of
infrastructure needed for the carriers.

Last week, the giant American supply ship USNS Robert E Peary tested the
strength of the new jetty by coming alongside in Portsmouth. The US ship,
which despite its mammoth size is still 200ft shorter than the Queen
Elizabeth carriers, was the first vessel to use the jetty since its
completion.

News story: Defence Minister and
Prince Harry celebrate 200 year
relationship with Nepal

Defence Minister Mark Lancaster, who served with the Queen’s Gurkha Engineers
himself, was at a special ceremony at the Nepali Embassy in London this
afternoon to celebrate the end of the 200th year of UK-Nepal relations by the
Nepali calendar.

The Minister and His Royal Highness Prince Harry met Gurkha families and
watched Nepali cultural performances, including a traditional Khukuri dance
by a Brigade of Gurkhas.

Defence Minister Mark Lancaster said:

Having served in the Brigade of Gurkhas myself, I’m particularly
proud of our brave Nepali Gurkhas and the key part they play in our
Armed Forces and Britain’s role on the world stage. This
bicentenary year has been a unique chance to celebrate this and, as
well as looking back, we can look forward our special relationship
continuing long into the future.
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With formal relations between the countries ratified in March 1816, the
Brigade of Gurkhas of the British Army has recruited soldiers from Nepal
since the 19th century. Gurkha soldiers fought bravely in both the First and
Second World Wars, the Falkland Islands and more recently in Afghanistan and
Iraq. Gurkha servicemen from Nepal have won 13 Victoria Crosses, the highest
British award for gallantry.

They remain a fully integrated part of the British Armed Forces and, with a
unique set of local knowledge, language skills and engineering experience,
they also played a vital role in the humanitarian relief effort after Nepal
suffered a devastating earthquake in 2015. They, along with the UK’s C-130
RAF Hercules aircraft which delivered vital aid to vulnerable people,
contributed to the UK’s overall response to the disaster.


