
News story: Armed Forces Minister
underlines UK commitment to Africa

From engineering support to the UN in South Sudan, to helping counter the
threat from terror in Somalia, the Minister was able to see the breadth of
the UK’s role in Africa.

In Mogadishu, Mr Penning met British troops working with the African Union
Mission in Somalia (AMISOM), which is building stability, and tackling the
threat posed by Al-Shabaab.

Following travel to Bentiu and Malakal, the Minister was greeted by UK
military personnel providing support to the UN Mission in South Sudan, which
is working to achieve stability in the East African nation. Up to 400
personnel will deploy this year – making it one of the UK’s largest
operational deployments in the world – enabling the building of a field
hospital to support UN peacekeepers.

As the visit moved to Uganda and Kenya, Mr Penning watched pre-deployment
training of their military personnel, many of who go on to serve in AMISOM.

Minister of State for the Armed Forces Mike Penning said:

It has been a privilege to see our Armed Forces operating across
multiple countries, in different environments, in support of our
African partners. The training and support provided by our
dedicated men and women clearly demonstrates that Britain has
genuinely global reach. This is no less so in South Sudan where we
are playing a major role in the international peacekeeping effort,
meeting the commitment made by the Prime Minister last year to
double our support to the United Nations.
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In Uganda, Armed Forces Minister Mike Penning met UK troops supporting pre-
deployment training for the African Union Mission in Somalia. Crown
Copyright.

Throughout the visit the Armed Forces Minister met with Government ministers
and UN representatives to help deepen Defence relationships, and discuss
shared interests and regional challenges.

In Somalia, The Minister met President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed Farmajo,
Prime Minister Hassan Ali Khayre, National Security Minister Mohamed Abukar
Islow, and Mr Penning became the first international Minister to meet
Somalia’s new Defence Minister Abdirashid Abdullahi Mohamed. He also spoke
with UN Special Representative Michael Keating.

After leaving Bentiu and Malakal, the Minister travelled to Juba and met
Defence Minister Kuol Manyang Juuk, UN Special Representative David Shearer,
and Commanding Officer of the UK engineers in South Sudan Lt Col Jason
Ainley.

Uganda and Kenya provide important contributions to AMISOM, and in both
countries Mr Penning saw UK delivered pre-deployment training.

In Uganda, the Minister saw Ugandan troops receiving training at the Peace
Operations Training Centre, Singo, before meeting Defence Minister Adolf
Mwesige in Kampala.

Finally, in Nairobi, the Minister met personnel from the British Army
Training Unit Kenya, which trains thousands of UK troops every year.



Mr Penning also visited the Humanitarian Peace Support School and British
Peace Support Team Eastern Africa, which deliver AMISOM pre-deployment and
other training to international military personnel, before meeting Kenyan
Defence Minister Raychelle Omamo.

Armed Forces Minister Mike Penning’s visit included Kenya, where he met
Kenyan Defence Minister Raychelle Omamo. Crown Copyright.

Press release: Welsh Secretary: Aston
Martin creating a lasting legacy in
Wales

Aston Martin’s investment in St Athan will create a lasting legacy for the
region, Secretary of State for Wales, Alun Cairns will say when he attends a
special ceremony to mark the beginning of the redevelopment of the Ministry
of Defence (MOD) site into the car brand’s newest manufacturing facility.

Work has already begun on staff facilities at the site and the second phase
will start in earnest when the company today (6 April) gains access to the
three Ministry of Defence “super hangars” that will house the manufacturing
plant.
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In February 2016, Aston Martin Lagonda announced that the DBX – a ‘crossover’
sports utility vehicle – would be made at St Athan with the creation of 750
jobs with a likely further 1,000 across the supply chain and local businesses
in Wales. The first vehicle is expected to come off the production line in
2020.

Welsh Secretary Alun Cairns will be on hand at the prestigious event in the
Vale of Glamorgan which marks the start of the transition of the aircraft
hangars into Wales’ newest, state of the art manufacturing plant.

Secretary of State for Wales, Alun Cairns said:

Thanks to the close partnership between the UK and Welsh
Governments and the prestigious Aston Martin brand, the St Athan
site is springing back to life as a significant centre of
employment, bringing with it valuable skills and a lasting legacy
for the entire region.

As the UK exits the EU, we are determined that our country remains
a great place to invest and to do business. Aston Martin’s decision
to invest in Wales shows that we are creating and supporting the
right conditions for industry investment. The UK Government’s
comprehensive industrial strategy will build on that success,
ensuring that we have the right infrastructure, skills and support
in place for our world-leading industries as well as support for
new emerging sectors to flourish.

The automotive sector is the UK’s largest manufacturing export sector and is
spread nationally. St Athan will be the sole production facility for the new
Aston Martin crossover vehicle. With growing demand for these types of
vehicles in markets such as China and the United States, it is expected that
over 90% of the production from St Athan will be exported outside of the
United Kingdom.

News story: UK personnel arrive in
Poland and Estonia

The British Army’s Light Dragoons have arrived in Poland as part the UK
commitment to NATO’s Enhanced Forward Presence in Eastern Europe, taking the
total deployment in the region to nearly 1,000.

Supporting the US led battle group in Poland, 150 UK personnel have travelled
from their base in Catterick Garrison to arrive this week in Orzysz, Poland
in Jackal and Coyote light reconnaissance vehicles.
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The regiment will be based in Poland for at least six months, when they will
be replaced by another unit to carry on our enduring commitment to the
region.

Meanwhile the arrival of the remaining UK personnel into Estonia this week,
forming part of a nearly 800-strong British-led battle group, means nearly
1000 troops are providing deterrence in Eastern Europe.

Soldiers from 5 Rifles battle group, based in Bulford, Wiltshire and The
Queen’s Royal Hussars, based in Paderborn, Germany, have travelled to Estonia
to work under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Mark Wilson.

The commitments in the Baltic region will be augmented by the deployment of
RAF Typhoon aircraft to Romania later this year, to carry out a NATO Air
Policing mission in the Black Sea.

Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon said:

The UK is stepping up its support for NATO’s collective defence
through our deployments across the alliance.

British personnel are playing a leading role in NATO: delivering
deterrence and defence in Estonia and Poland and air policing in
Romania underlines our commitment to the security of Europe.

On Monday, Defence Minister Earl Howe, joined by His Excellency Mr Lauri
Bambus, Estonian Ambassador, bade farewell to Estonia-bound personnel at RAF
Brize Norton.

Defence Minister Earl Howe said:

The men and women of 5 Rifles have travelled to Estonia as a part
of the biggest reinforcement of NATO’s collective defence in a
generation, standing by our allies and working closely with forces
from across the Alliance.

The final UK vehicles also departed Marchwood, UK last week, carrying nearly
200 vehicles including Warriors and Panthers vehicles.

Last week also saw two trains carrying French vehicles arrive in Tapa,
Estonia, supporting the UK-led battalion.



Credit Estonian Defence Forces

News story: Veterans’ Gateway

Updated: Veteran’s Gateway formally launches to the public

There is a huge network of organisations supporting the armed forces
community, so finding the right one for your needs can be tricky.

Veterans’ Gateway will make it quick and easy by being your first point of
contact for whatever support you need, whether you are based in the UK or
abroad.

Many of the team are veterans themselves so they understand the issues that
people face after leaving the armed forces and they will work with people on
a one-to-one basis, connecting them with the right support as soon as
possible.

You can find out further information and contact the team via their website
www.veteransgateway.org.uk
.
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News story: IHAT to close at the end
of June

Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon today announced that the Iraq Historic
Allegations Team (IHAT) will officially close on 30 June 2017. This follows
his decision in February to bring IHAT to an end by the summer, enabled by
the striking off of Mr Phil Shiner.

The remaining cases, expected to number around 20, will then be dealt with by
the Service Police – a combination of Royal Navy Police and Royal Air Force
Police, led by a senior Royal Navy Police officer. All investigations are
expected to be completed by the end of next year.

Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon said:

We took the unprecedented step of submitting evidence which saw
Phil Shiner struck off and allowed IHAT to dispose of many false
allegations he made. Now I can confirm that IHAT will close in June
and the Service Police should complete investigations into the
small number of remaining cases a year earlier than planned.

We are taking steps to make sure the reputation of our Armed Forces
cannot be attacked in this dishonest way again.

In 2015 the Defence Secretary directed the MOD to submit evidence of
wrongdoing by Phil Shiner which led to the Solicitors Disciplinary Tribunal
striking Mr Shiner off in February.

The exposure of the dishonesty of Mr Shiner meant that many of the
allegations that his now defunct firm, Public Interest Lawyers, had brought
forward were discredited and enabled the Defence Secretary to decide to close
IHAT. IHAT’s caseload is expected to reduce from a peak of over 3,000
allegations to around 20 investigations by the time it closes.

Chief of the General Staff General Sir Nick Carter said:

The Army’s Leadership Code requires the highest values and
standards. It is right therefore that on the occasions that there
are credible allegations of unacceptable behaviour they should be
investigated.

However, a significant number of claims made against our soldiers
have not been credible. The recent exposure of unscrupulous law
firms and vexatious claims has clearly shown this to be the case;
it is right therefore that the Defence Secretary has decided to
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close IHAT and hand over the remaining investigations to the
Service Police, a process the Army supports.

Mutual trust is at the heart of the Army Leadership Code as is the
care of soldiers and their families. We therefore welcome the
Government’s commitment to ensuring we have the Nation’s confidence
and the tools to do our jobs effectively on operations, free from
the burden of unjust litigation.

The Service Police will be supported by a minimum level of essential
contractor support for specialist back office functions, such as the
operation of the Forensic Data Handling computer, in order to complete its
investigations. Contractors will have no contact with UK witnesses or
suspects.


