News story: Chief of the Defence Staff
strengthens bonds with India
Under the umbrella of the 2015 Defence and International Security Partnership
(DISP), Sir Stuart met senior Indian military figures, including the Chairman
of the Chiefs of Staff Committee (COSC), currently Admiral Sunil Lanba; the
Chief of the Army Staff, General Bipin Rawat; and the General Officer
Commanding in Chief Eastern Command, Lieutenant General Praveen Bakshi. Sir
Stuart also met with the Indian Defence minister, Shri Arun Jaitley, and the
National Security Advisor, Shri Ajit Doval.
Sir Stuart’s exchanges centred on the continued growing defence relationship
through the recently established Capability Partnerships, the joint threats
of terrorism and extremism faced globally, upcoming exercises and UN
Peacekeeping among other topics.
UK Chief of the Defence Staff Air Chief Marshal Sir Stuart Peach said:
My interactions with the civilian and political officials have
served to underpin our already strong bonds. Our shared values
provide a platform on which, as partners, we can contribute to
regional and global security and jointly develop cutting edge
capabilities for our armed forces. Whether beating terror, securing
peace and stability through better peacekeeping or sharing
operational knowledge and technology, as defence partners, we are
world beaters.
The Chief of the Defence Staff visited Delhi and Kolkata over four days. In
addition to meetings with senior military and civilian officials, he laid a
wreath at India Gate in commemoration of the 74,000 Indians who served and
died in the First World War.

Chief of Defence Staff Sir Stuart Peach presents a memento to Admiral Sunil
Lanba PVSM AVSM ADC, Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff Committee (COSC).
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Sir Stuart also interacted with students at the prestigious National Defence
College, India’s principal establishment for strategic learning for senior
Indian and selected international Defence officers. His trip was completed by
a visit to the Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers Ltd, the premier Warship
building Company in India.
The UK’s and India’s Armed Forces continue to benefit from a close
relationship and Sir Stuart’s visit fortifies this. Both countries’ Armed
Forces are undergoing a transformation in some guise and the learning
experiences from each other in areas like the joint aircraft carrier
projects, to combatting terrorism, develops best practice between global
partners.

News story: Defence Secretary visits
the nation’s future Flagship
The Defence Secretary landed by Merlin helicopter on the deck of the new
aircraft carrier HMS Queen Elizabeth, which is currently on sea trials off

the coast of Scotland. He met with members of the crew and thanked them for
their contribution to UK defence.
While addressing the Ship’s Company, Sir Michael announced the Britain’s
second aircraft carrier, HMS Prince of Wales, will be officially named at a
ceremony in Rosyth on 8th September 2017.

Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon said:
Our carrier programme is a clear demonstration of British power and
commitment to our global standing. With two aircraft carriers we
will have one available at all times, providing a world-class
carrier strike capability. They offer a prodigious promise to
future generations of our determination to continue fronting up to
aggression for years to come.
The magnificent HMS Queen Elizabeth provides us with power on a
scale we have never seen before. Protecting us for the next half a
century, she will be a highly versatile and potent force, capable
of both humanitarian and disaster relief and high-end war fighting.

The Defence Secretary landed by Merlin helicopter on the deck of HMS Queen
Elizabeth.
Four weeks ago today HMS Queen Elizabeth sailed for the first time from
Rosyth, under the authority of the Aircraft Carrier Alliance, which is
responsible for building and delivering the ship to the Royal Navy.

Celebrating a number of firsts as we bring the ship to life, she has now had
her first helicopter landing, first passenger boat transfer and first port
call in Invergordon. The Ship’s Company, a crew of over 700 Royal Navy and
200 industry personnel, have settled in well to the routine of ship’s life.
The initial period of sea trials, expected to last around six weeks, will
test the fundamentals of the ship. The trials are monitoring speed,
manoeuvrability, power and propulsion, as well as undertaking weapons trials
and additional tests on her levels of readiness. Last week the Defence
Secretary announced the name of the first Type 26, HMS Glasgow, as part of
the new City class frigates that will form the backbone of the Royal Navy
until the 2060s.
HMS Queen Elizabeth is expected to enter Portsmouth to be handed over to the
Royal Navy later this year.

The Defence Secretary landed by Merlin helicopter on the deck of HMS Queen
Elizabeth.

News story: World Class Innovators at
the MOD
Announced by the Defence Secretary in Oxford in February, the Panel will be

charged with driving forward the MOD’s Innovation Initiative, which aims to
encourage imagination, ingenuity and entrepreneurship, in pursuit of
maintaining a military advantage in the future. Today’s session introduced
the panel to key aspects of the MOD’s work: from operations and research to
partnerships with business and support for jobs and the economy.
The panel members are:
Former Chairman of McLaren Technology Group, Ron Dennis CBE (co-Chair)
Former CEO of GlaxoSmithKline, Sir Andrew Witty (co-Chair)
Army Air Corps officer and European Space Agency astronaut, Major Tim
Peake CMG,
Former Director of GCHQ, Robert Hannigan CMG, and
Chief Executive of Innovate UK Dr Ruth McKernan CBE.
Minister for Defence Procurement Harriett Baldwin said:
Our £800 million Innovation Initiative will help our Armed Forces
maintain their edge into the future, where ever-evolving
technologies present new challenges and opportunities. That’s why
we have committed to spending 1.2% of our £36 billion growing
defence budget on science and technology.
The Innovation Panel will help meet the complex challenges of the
21st Century, while delivering the high-wage, high-skills jobs of
the future; and it’s particularly fitting that we welcome astronaut
Major Tim Peake as I announce the UK’s leading role in cutting-edge
satellite research.
The Panel will drive the MOD’s partnerships with the UK’s most-influential
and forward-looking innovators and ensure the Department is driving the right
change at the necessary pace to meet its goals for the future. This might
involve advising on individual projects, promoting dialogue with industry, or
reviewing the MOD’s Innovation strategy.
Chairman of McLaren Technology Group, Ron Dennis said:
Innovation is at the heart of what keeps the UK safe, so I’m
delighted to join my fellow Panel Members—all world-leaders in
their fields—to get to grips with the challenge of guaranteeing our
security through innovation in Defence’s technology, culture, and
research.

UK Space Innovation
UK space scientists at the Defence Science and Technology Laboratory (Dstl)
are at the forefront of this drive for innovation; and Mrs Baldwin announced
today that the UK is leading an innovative experiment to tackle the growing
problem of space junk. If this problem is not addressed, space junk threatens

to make space exploration and satellite launches impossible. It also poses a
hazard to existing satellites, which make an important contribution to the
UK’s military capability.
To tackle this problem, Dstl is leading the UK element of the Daedalus
experiment – part of the Space Situational Awareness Project in Dstl’s Space
Programme – which is exploring the effect on satellites of so-called Icarus
‘de-orbit sails’. When deployed, the sail increases drag, causing a
controlled descent into the Earth’s atmosphere where the satellite will burn
up.

Innovation driving UK prosperity
Defence Innovation drives UK prosperity. This is demonstrated in a new report
by independent economics consultancy SQW, which shows how Ploughshare
Innovations, Dstl’s commercialisation arm, has directly contributed to UK
growth through the creation of hundreds of jobs and multi-million pound
export deals. They have:
Created 585 jobs since 2005;
Seen an increase of 70% in exports from £44 million to £75 million since
2015;
Attracted £140 million worth of investment for spin-out companies.
Ploughshare’s work has contributed to the development of advanced vehicle
armour, electronic warfare software, and bio and chemical threat detection.
This also supports UK supply chains: 85% of the suppliers for the vehicle
armour are UK-based. Ploughshare’s achievements include:
Ebola Detection Kit – Ploughshare helped to market Dstl technology that
provides a screening test for the Ebola virus, trialled in Sierra Leone
to support those affected.
Rapid Biothreat and Explosives Detection – Ploughshare licensed
technology for a device to identify powders or liquids in just 15
minutes.
Autonomous Boats – licensed to ASV Global, this technology provides an
autonomous navigation system which allows Unmanned Surface Vessels
(USVs) to operate safely and remotely at high speed.

News story: International Development
Secretary visits Catterick Garrison
Priti Patel visited members of 32 Engineer Regiment today, as they prepare to
deploy in support of the UN Peacekeeping mission in South Sudan.
The deployment of 162 British personnel from Catterick Garrison in Yorkshire

will increase the number of UK military in South Sudan to approximately 400.
These troops are primarily split between Malakal and Bentiu in the north of
South Sudan, where they are providing engineering and medical support at UN
camps and helping to develop logistical routes to improve the delivery of
humanitarian aid, a vital task in a country where movement by road is
virtually impossible due to a lack of infrastructure.
International Development Secretary Priti Patel said:
The brave members of our Armed Forces are a credit to our country
and ahead of their deployment to the UN peacekeeping mission to
save lives in South Sudan, I’m delighted to have met men and women
from 32 Engineer Regiment.
The situation on the ground in South Sudan is catastrophic and a
man-made disaster. Conflict and instability has led to grotesque
levels of violence and persecution, and Britain is leading the way
in providing life-saving and emergency food, water and medicine to
those in need.
The engineering and medical expertise of our deployed British
soldiers will make a real difference, bringing skills that the UN
desperately needs to protect innocent people in this terrible
conflict.
Britain can stand tall in the world, with the dedication of our
Armed Forces helping to save lives, rebuild South Sudan and
bringing stability and peace to the people who live there.

Priti Patel learns more about the UK’s support to the UN Peacekeeping mission
in South Sudan. Picture: Matt Lower/DFID
In South Sudan, 6 million people face the daily reality of going without
enough food and water and nearly 4 million people have been forced from their
homes because of ruthless violence and widespread sexual assault.
The International Development Secretary visited South Sudan in April to urge
parties to the conflict stop the spiral of violence, end the atrocious human
rights abuses and allow urgently needed aid to reach those in need. This
followed intense fighting between Government and opposition forces and
restrictions on access for humanitarian organisations trying to deliver
lifesaving supplies.
The UK is the second largest bilateral provider of lifesaving humanitarian
assistance in South Sudan and is the leading provider of health and education
services. This year the UK will provide 500,000 people with food, safe
drinking water for more than 300,000 people, and with other donors is
providing nutritional supplements to over 100,000 children and pregnant
women.
Notes to Editors
The UK was one of the first major donors to respond to the UN’s appeal
to South Sudan – pledging less than 24 hours after the appeal was
launched – and we are leading the way by making sure millions of people
in South Sudan get urgently needed food, water and medicine, as well as
longer term support to provide much-needed education.

We are providing £100 million of humanitarian assistance to South Sudan
this year. This will provide food for over 500,000 people, safe drinking
water for over 300,000 people, emergency health services for over
100,000 people and support for 650,000 people to build their
livelihoods.
The UK has also matched £10 million of the public donations to the DEC’s
East Africa appeal which has raised £60 million since its launch.
Over half a million new refugees arrived in Uganda in 2016, 88% of them
from South Sudan – more than crossed the Mediterranean into Europe.
Around 2,200 arrive each day. There are now nearly 1 million South
Sudanese Refugees in Uganda.

News story: Joint Communique on
International Ministerial (5-Eyes)
Conference on Veterans’ Issues
On 19 and 20 July 2017, Minister for Defence People and Veterans Tobias
Ellwood welcomed delegations from the United States, Canada, Australia, and
New Zealand to the International Ministerial Conference on Veterans’ Issues
at the Royal Hospital Chelsea.
Mr Ellwood, The Honourable David Shulkin, US Secretary of Veterans’ Affairs,
The Honourable Kent Hehr, Canadian Minister of Veterans Affairs and Associate
Minister of National Defence, The Honourable Dan Tehan, Australian Minister
for Veterans’ Affairs and Defence Personnel, Ms Bernadine Mackenzie, the New
Zealand Head of Veterans’ Affairs, and delegates from all nations came
together under a shared commitment to their defence and veteran communities
to discuss veterans’ mental health and transition from military to civilian
life.
Delegates were honoured to be hosted at the Royal Hospital Chelsea and to be
shown the grounds by the Chelsea Pensioners. Over the course of the two-day
conference, the five countries identified many overlapping themes and mutual
challenges, including for some nations addressing and treating post-traumatic
disorder, rates of suicide and homelessness among veterans, barriers to
mental health care, alternative therapies, veteran-centric approaches to the
provision of services, and early intervention.
Delegates had an opportunity to hear from leading expert, Professor Sir Simon
Wessely on veterans mental health challenges and were taken by the extent of
the research and the key facts and findings. Delegates also visited the
veterans charity organization ‘Stoll’ and had an opportunity to speak with
United Kingdom veterans about their experiences transitioning to civilian
life.

Delegates recognised that to face these challenges and progress reforms it
was essential that evidence based research and data informed policy decisions
and implementation. Ministers heard from clinical experts how myths about
veterans’ mental health were damaging efforts to encourage veterans to seek
help as early as possible. They agreed that efforts must continue on
improving the provision of information to the veterans community and to
transform the delivery of support and services to the defence and veteran
communities in all five nations.
Delegates agreed to establish a network between the five nations to share and
undertake research and emerging data, confirming their continuing commitment
to collaborate on strategies that recognise, support, and care for the
defence and veteran communities across the five countries. The initial
research that will be undertaken will look at risk assessments and prevention
strategies for veterans at risk of suicide.
Ministers thanked the United Kingdom for hosting the meeting and agreed to
meet again in Australia in October 2018 to continue the work began at this
meeting and to share the outcomes of research undertaken.

