
News story: Royal Navy work with
Australians on massive drug bust

Under the command of Combined Task Force (CTF)150, Royal Fleet Auxiliary
(RFA) Fort Rosalie’s Royal Navy Sea King Mark 7 helicopter spotted a
suspicious boat while flying over the Arabian Sea, off the coast of Oman,
this week.

Australian ship HMAS Warramunga – working with Fort Rosalie as part of the
Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) – then intercepted it and found more than 3.5
tonnes of illicit substances, valued at £105million.

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

Thanks to the skill and professionalism of Britain’s Armed Forces,
working with key allies like the Australians, we are keeping our
citizens safe by tackling the evil international drugs trade that
funds terrorism.

I am incredibly grateful that we have the best service men and
women in the world who always go the extra mile, whether they are
protecting us from harm or saving precious wildlife like this
family of turtles.

The Flight Commander, Lieutenant Commander Dan Breward Royal Navy said:

We’re delighted to have been able to contribute to CTF 150’s
missions within the joint operations area. There was a massive
effort from all parties involved from both Fort Rosalie and,
ultimately, Warramunga.

As long as drugs and weapons continue to be trafficked to aid
terrorism, we will be here with the coalition members to stop them;
we have a track record that we aim to build upon.

In addition to the huge haul, RFA Fort Rosalie was also able to rescue three
young Loggerhead Turtles that were caught in a huge mass of fishing nets
drifting through the water. The baby turtles were freed by some delicate
cutting from the team.

The Navigator, Second Officer Thorsten Brabetz, said:

It was not what we expected to find when we investigated the
floats. It was great to be able to save the turtles and release
them back into the sea. It was a real feel good moment for the
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boats crew and the entire ship.

In 2017, CMF ships have seized a total of 22.67 tonnes of narcotics.
Boarding, search and seizure operations at sea require a persistent and
methodical approach by CMF sailors and marines.

News story: Defence Secretary praises
UK efforts as RAF operations against
Daesh continue

In his first visit to Iraq, Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson praised UK
service personnel as British airstrikes continue to wipe out Daesh.

RAF aircraft flew on operations against the terrorist group every day over
the Christmas period, striking terrorist compounds, trucks, mortars and
pockets of fighters engaged in close quarter, street fighting with Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF).

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

The dangers we face are changing and are intensifying rapidly.
Eliminating the threat from terrorism is critical to our security
at home and abroad. Our brave Armed Forces are working tirelessly,
day and night, to defeat Daesh after helping to recover significant
territory in Iraq.

Only by defeating this evil and barbaric group for good will we
reduce the deadly threat they pose to us, which is why we won’t
stop until their global network is destroyed.

RAF aircraft have carried out over 1,700 strikes against Daesh in Iraq and
Syria since 2014 and in his first visit to Cyprus, Defence Secretary Gavin
Williamson also met the crews who are playing a vital role in the coalition
campaign to totally defeat Daesh.

Fast jets flying out of RAF Akrotiri in Cyprus and remotely piloted Reaper
aircraft continue to provide support to the SDF on the ground who are
clearing the last remaining pockets of Daesh terrorists in Eastern Syria.

Typhoons, Tornados and Reapers worked closely with coalition partners,
offering vital intelligence and close air support throughout December,
destroying Daesh targets near Abu Kamal, Abu Hardub and Abu Hammam.
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He also visited UK personnel in Taji and Baghdad, as well as Kuwait, praising
their efforts as part of the UK’s contribution to the global coalition fight
Daesh.

In Kuwait, he met with US Lieutenant General Paul Funk the Commanding General
of the global coalition as well as Major General Felix Gedney, Deputy
Commander-Strategy and Support and the most senior UK officer in the military
campaign against Daesh.

They discussed the success of the military campaign in both Iraq and Syria,
but also reflected that Daesh have not yet been defeated as pockets of
fighters still remain and will continue to pose a threat at home and abroad.

In Baghdad, Mr Williamson met with the Iraqi Defence Minister and visited the
Iraqi National Security Agency, commending the efforts of the Iraqi Security
Forces and reiterating the UK’s commitment to the long-term security and
stability of Iraq. This follows from the Prime Minister’s pledge in her
recent visit to address the evolving threat from Daesh and countering the
dispersal of foreign fighters as Daesh is squeezed out of the battlefield in
Syria and Iraq

He also visited UK troops stationed in Taji who, along with over 600 British
soldiers on the ground in Iraq, are helping to train that country’s forces.
UK troops have so far helped train around 60,000 Iraqi Security Forces in
battle-winning infantry, counter-IED, engineering and combat medical skills.
In addition to personnel on the ground in Iraq, the UK has provided over
1,400 military personnel from all three Services as part of its three year
involvement.

Press release: British Defence
Secretary Gavin Williamson visits
Kuwait

Updated: Added translation

British Secretary of State for Defence Gavin Williamson visits Kuwait today,
Wednesday 3 January 2018, for the first time since his appointment in
November 2017. During his visit he called on His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and the Prime Minister His Highness Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. He also called on the First Deputy Prime
Minister and Defence Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and congratulated him on his recent appointment.

This visit is an important opportunity to build on the excellent defence co-
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operation between the State of Kuwait and the United Kingdom as part of the
close and cordial bilateral relations which exist between our two countries.
The United Kingdom welcomes the important role which Kuwait is playing in the
region. Kuwait is a key partner in the Counter-Daesh Coalition and a major
humanitarian donor and as a mediator in regional disputes. Kuwait also joins
the United Nations Security Council in 2018 to 2019.

News story: MDP Officer awarded MBE in
New Year Honours

Claire has been appointed awarded her MBE for services to defence and
policing and in recognition of her work as the Defence Police Federation
Welfare Officer.

Claire has been with our organisation since 1992 and in 2009 became a member
of the Defence Police Federation, acting as the Welfare Officer.

Her contribution to the MDP through her role as a Constable and her
engagement as a Welfare Officer has been of valuable assistance to the Force,
as well as supporting colleagues at times of need following organisational
change, bereavement or ill-health. She has thrown herself whole-heartedly
into this work, forging a role which is now recognised as a valuable element
of the MDP structure. In doing so, she has balanced the organisational need
with her DPF position to ensure that both are appropriately represented.

T/Chief Constable Andy Adams comments:

I am sure that many people will want to congratulate Claire
individually but, I offer her many congratulations on behalf of the
force.

News story: The Military Division of
The New Year Honours List 2018

Updated: tweaked

A total of 44 civilians have also been honoured either for their work in the
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MOD or in other aspects of Defence. The serving personnel named in the New
Year Honours List for 2018 are listed below.

In honouring those who received honours this year, Defence Secretary Gavin
Williamson said:

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

“Our Armed Forces are the best in the world, and the men and women receiving
honours today have gone above and beyond the call of duty in order to keep
this country safe. Their diligence and dedication in the line of service has
been unwavering and ensured that Britain remains ready as we face
intensifying threats at home and abroad.”

ROYAL NAVY AWARDS

PROMOTIONS IN AND APPOINTMENTS TO THE MILITARY DIVISION OF THE
MOST HONOURABLE ORDER OF THE BATH

As Knight Commander

Vice Admiral Simon Jonathan WOODCOCK, OBE

As Companions

Rear Admiral Keith Edward BLOUNT, OBE

PROMOTIONS IN AND APPOINTMENTS TO THE MILITARY DIVISION OF THE
MOST EXCELLENT ORDER OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE

As Commanders

Commodore Ross ALBON, OBE

Commodore Ian SHIPPERLEY, ADC

Rear Admiral Richard STOKES

Commodore Phillip James TITTERTON, OBE

As Officers

Commander Johanna DEAKIN

Commodore David Graham ELFORD, ADC

Captain Clayton Richard Allan FISHER,

Lieutenant Colonel Damian Jon HUNTINGFORD

Commander Peter John PIPKIN

Commander Philip Charles RICHARDSON



Captain Stephen John THOMPSON

As Members

Warrant Officer 1 (Communications Technician) David John BAGNALL

Major Kevin Charles CARTER, GM

Colour Sergeant Daniel Gad CURTIS

Major Edward Charles Malet HALL

Lieutenant Commander (now Commander) Richard Paul HEWITT

Commander John LEA

Lieutenant Commander David Francis MCINERNEY

Warrant Officer 1 (Seaman) Robert RATCLIFFE

Lieutenant Commander (Acting Commander) Stephen Eric SAYWELL-HALL

Surgeon Lieutenant Commander Manish TAYAL

Lieutenant Commander David Nicholas WILCOCKS

QUEEN’S VOLUNTEER RESERVE MEDAL

Corporal Timothy BYROM

ARMY AWARDS

PROMOTIONS IN AND APPOINTMENTS TO THE MILITARY DIVISION OF THE
MOST HONOURABLE ORDER OF THE BATH

As Companions

Major General Angus Stuart James FAY

Acting Lieutenant General Ivan HOOPER

PROMOTIONS IN AND APPOINTMENTS TO THE MILITARY DIVISION OF THE
MOST EXCELLENT ORDER OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE

As Commanders

Brigadier Alastair James AITKEN, OBE

Acting Brigadier (now Brigadier) Barry William BENNETT, OBE

Brigadier Iain Graham HARRISON, OBE

Brigadier John Henry RIDGE



As Officers

Lieutenant Colonel Matthew Richard BAKER, The Rifles

Colonel Nicholas Hugh De Renzy CHANNER, 3 Scots

Lieutenant Colonel Richard George HALLETT, The Royal Logistic Corps

Warrant Officer Class 1 Glenn John HAUGHTON, Grenadier Guards

Lieutenant Colonel Rachel Samantha HAWES, Royal Army Medical Corps, Army
Reserve

Colonel Neill Allan PAGE

Lieutenant Colonel Rhodri David PHILLIP, Royal Army Medical Corps

Lieutenant Colonel Victoria Caroline REID, MBE, The Royal Logistic Corps

Colonel Michael Peter SYKES

Lieutenant Colonel Geoffrey John WHATMOUGH, Royal Regiment of Artillery

As Members

Acting Lieutenant Colonel James BAIN, Combined Cadet Force

Major David Andrew BARRINGER, Corps of Army Music

Major Adam Christopher BIRLEY, Corps of Royal Engineers

Acting Corporal Thomas Oliver BRIGGS, Royal Corps of Signals

Captain Kevin KIRKHAM-BROWN, Royal Corps of Signals, Army Reserve

Captain (now Acting Major) Glen Paul BULLIVANT, Royal Army Medical Corps

Corporal (now Sergeant) Craig CARDY, Corps of Royal Engineers

Major Andrew John CARTER, Royal Regiment of Artillery

Major John Robert CHETTY, The Parachute Regiment

Staff Sergeant (now Sergeant) Louis John CLEARY, Royal Corps of Signals, (now
Army Reserve)

Major Barry James COOKE, Adjutant General’s Corps (Staff and Personnel
Support Branch)

Major (now Acting Lieutenant Colonel) Oliver Philip Butler DOBSON, The Royal
Regiment of Scotland

Captain Martin Geoffrey DOHERTY, Royal Regiment of Artillery

Warrant Officer Class 1 George Richard DOUGLAS, The Royal Irish Regiment,



Army Reserve

Warrant Officer Class 1 Roy Paul DUFFIN, Corps of Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers, Army Reserve

Major Damian John FLANAGAN, The Rifles

Lieutenant Colonel Richard Michael GARBUTT, Corps of Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers

Lieutenant Colonel Timothy John GILLIES, Corps of Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers

Major Paul Dennis HEADINGTON, The Parachute Regiment

Staff Sergeant David Mark JONES, Intelligence Corps

Sergeant Christopher Robert JORDAN, The Parachute Regiment

Major (now Lieutenant Colonel) Edwyn Nicholas LAUNDERS, Welsh Guards

Staff Sergeant (now Warrant Officer Class 2) Adrienne Richelle LAVERY,
Adjutant General’s Corps (Staff and Personnel Support Branch)

Major (now Acting Lieutenant Colonel) James Douglas Louther LEASK, Scots
Guards

Warrant Officer Class 1 John Richard LEWIS, Corps of Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers

Lieutenant Colonel Lorraine Elizabeth MARKHAM, Intelligence Corps

Warrant Officer Class 2 Neil McRae MARTIN, The Royal Logistic Corps, Army
Reserve

Warrant Officer Class 2 Todd William McCARTNEY, Intelligence Corps

Sergeant (now Staff Sergeant) Matthew Robert McGLOWN, Royal Corps of Signals

Major (now Acting Lieutenant Colonel) Andrew Thomas George McLANNAHAN, The
Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment

Captain Timothy Shanti HOLMES-MITRA, Royal Canadian Corps of Signals, (now
General Service Corps Army Reserve)

Lieutenant Colonel Paula Janet NICHOLAS, Adjutant General’s Corps (Staff and
Personnel Support Branch)

Major (now Acting Lieutenant Colonel) Thomas Michael PARSONS, Scots Guards

Captain Simon Colin PATERSON, Intelligence Corps

Major Richard William ROBERTS, Corps of Royal Engineers



Major Bijayant SHERCHAN, The Royal Gurkha Rifles

Major John Patrick TYMON, Army Air Corps

Captain (now Acting Major) Grant WALLACE, Royal Corps of Signals

Major Aaron John WEST, The Rifles

ROYAL RED CROSS

As an Ordinary Associate of the Royal Red Cross, First Class

Lieutenant Colonel Simon DAVIES, Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army Nursing Corps,
Army Reserve

QUEEN’S VOLUNTEER RESERVES MEDAL

Warrant Officer Class 2 Peter Lewis GLIWITZKI, The Mercian Regiment, Army
Reserve

Warrant Officer Class 1 Nigel Christian MARSHALL, Corps of Royal Engineers,
Army Reserve

Sergeant Alan RAINEY, The Royal Logistic Corps, Army Reserve

Warrant Officer Class 2 Steven SINGLETON, The Parachute Regiment, Army
Reserve

ROYAL AIR FORCE AWARDS

PROMOTIONS IN AND APPOINTMENTS TO THE MILITARY DIVISION OF THE
MOST HONOURABLE ORDER OF THE BATH

As Companions

Air Vice-Marshal The Honourable Richard John Martin BROADBRIDGE, QHS

Air Vice-Marshal (The Venerable) Jonathan Paul Michael CHAFFEY, QHC

PROMOTIONS IN AND APPOINTMENTS TO THE MILITARY DIVISION OF THE
MOST EXCELLENT ORDER OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE

As Commanders

Group Captain Richard DAVIES

Air Commodore Alan Kenneth GILLESPIE

Group Captain (now Air Commodore) Michael John SMEATH, MBE

As Officers

Group Captain Andrew Edgar BATTYE



Wing Commander Sean DONOGHUE

Wing Commander Darryn George RAWLINS

Group Captain Roland Stephen SMITH

As Members

Wing Commander Edward CHALLONER, Royal Air Force Volunteer
Reserve (Training)

Wing Commander John Howard DAVIES

Flight Sergeant Alison Frances FISHER

Squadron Leader Martin GERAGHTY

Corporal Liam Paul GRIME

Warrant Officer Alan Stuart HART

Squadron Leader Scott Smith MACCOLL

Squadron Leader Thomas Martin MCMORROW, Royal Air Force Volunteer
Reserve (Training)

Sergeant (now Flight Sergeant) Louise Mary MULLEN

Corporal Anthony MULLER

Squadron Leader James Andrew SCHOFIELD

Warrant Officer Robert Ernest WEAVING

QUEEN’S VOLUNTEER RESERVES MEDAL

Warrant Officer Shobha EARL, Royal Auxiliary Air Force,

Squadron Leader (now Flight Lieutenant) Norman McKay GRAY, Royal Auxiliary
Air Force


