
Press release: Justice Secretary
Elizabeth Truss unveils landmark
Prisons and Courts Bill

Historic Prisons and Courts Bill will transform the lives of offenders
and put victims at the heart of the justice system, helping to create a
safer and better society.

New legislation underpins measures outlined in the ground-breaking
Prison Safety and Reform White Paper, which will transform how our
prisons operate.

Modernisation of our courts will improve access to justice, better
protect the vulnerable and further enhance our status as a world-leading
centre for dispute resolution.

Justice Secretary Elizabeth Truss today (23 February 2017) unveiled the
historic Prisons and Courts Bill, paving the way for the biggest overhaul of
prisons in a generation and the delivery of a world-class court system.

This key piece of legislation will underpin measures in the recently
published Prison Safety and Reform White Paper, and will help transform how
our prisons are run. Prisons will punish people who break the law and give
offenders the skills they need to turn their lives around, driving down the
£15 billion annual cost to society of reoffending.

It sets in law for the first time that a key purpose of prisons is to reform
offenders, as well as punish them for the crimes they have committed.

Victims and vulnerable witnesses are also central to the Prisons and Courts
Bill, with a range of measures that will bolster their protection in court.

The government is giving courts the power to put an end to domestic violence
victims being quizzed by their attackers in the family courts, calling time
on what the Justice Secretary has described as a “humiliating and appalling”
practice. This follows an urgent review she commissioned last month.

Car insurance premiums will also be cut by around £40 a year, with new fixed
tariffs capping whiplash compensation pay-outs and a ban on claims without
medical evidence, helping to crack down on the compensation culture epidemic.

Justice Secretary Elizabeth Truss said:

Prison is about punishing people who have committed heinous crimes,
but it should be a place where offenders are given the opportunity
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to turn their lives around.

I want our prisons to be places of discipline, hard work and self-
improvement, where staff are empowered to get people off drugs,
improve their English and maths get a job on release.

Our courts should be places where victims get the justice they
deserve, and where our outstanding independent judiciary can
flourish and focus on the cases that matter.

Changes announced today build on and underpin measures contained in the
Prison Safety Reform White Paper, which highlights how the government will
drive reform in our prisons.

Governors will take control of budgets for education, employment and health
and they will be held to account for getting people off drugs, into jobs and
learning English and maths. Data for league tables detailing how prisons are
performing in these areas will be publicly available from August 2017.

Across the country, more than 2,000 new senior positions are being created
for our valued and experienced officers to be promoted into. These posts,
which include specialist mental health training, will have a salary of up to
£30,000.

Prisons and Courts Bill measures relating to courts underline the
government’s commitment to victims and the most vulnerable, as well as
improving the system for those who use it every day. We are making our courts
more open and modern to help cement our place as a world-leader.

Key measures within the legislation will make our courts swifter, more
accessible and easier to use for everyone. They will be efficient and fit-
for-purpose, with facilities across the entire estate that are modern, user-
friendly, and work in favour of our dedicated judges and magistrates.

The use of virtual hearings will be extended, allowing victims to take part
without running the risk of coming face-to-face with their assailant. Many
hearings, such as bail applications, will be resolved via video or telephone
conferencing, allowing justice to be delivered more swiftly.

Offenders charged with some less serious criminal offences, such as failure
to produce a ticket for travel on a train, will be able to

plead guilty online
accept a conviction
be issued a penalty and
pay that penalty there and then.

And businesses will be able to recover money much more easily, with digital
services that allow them to issue and pursue their cases quickly. This will
give them vital confidence to do business here, and will enable our world
leading justice system to remain the international destination of choice for
dispute resolution.



Justice Minister Sir Oliver Heald said:

Britain has the best justice system in the world, but it should
also be the most modern, because we have a vision for a justice
system that truly works for everyone. Victims and the most
vulnerable are at the centre of our changes, which will help
deliver swifter and more certain justice for all.

We want courts that are efficient and fit-for-purpose, with
facilities across the entire estate that are modern, user-friendly,
and work in favour of our hard-working and dedicated judges and
magistrates.

The Prisons and Courts Bill underpins this vision – building on the
good progress we have already made in improving the experience of
all users and cementing our reputation for global legal excellence
so we can go on attracting business to the United Kingdom.

Speech: “This is only the meaningful
path to long-term peace in Ukraine.
And until this path is taken,
sanctions against Russia must remain
in place.”

Thank you Mr President and I welcome Foreign Minister Kurz to the Security
Council. I’m grateful for your briefing just now. Your chairmanship of the
OSCE, together with Austria hosting the OSCE and parts of the United Nations,
shows how central your country is to international cooperation and to the
rules-based system.

Sadly, as we heard here yesterday, the rules-based system is under threat.
It’s a threat that we talk about often in this chamber, but to the residents
of cities like Marinka, this threat is a horrifying, daily reality. For the
past three years, the people there have lived in fear, subject to the daily,
unrelenting dangers that have become the norm on the front line in eastern
Ukraine. Residents there speak of daily sniper fire, of daily shelling, the
daily scramble for shelter. For nearly three years, they have survived
without gas supplies, in the face of plummeting temperatures every winter.

These are the consequences of Russia’s violation of Ukraine’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity. This is what happens when the rules based system is
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attacked. We cannot allow this to become the new normal. We must use all of
the tools at our disposal in response.

The OSCE has a critical role to play – and I’d like to commend the role of
the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission in particular, working tirelessly under
the able direction of Chief Monitor Apakan. It’s thanks to the bravery of the
OSCE’s monitors that we know what’s going on in places like Marinka. It’s
thanks to them that we know that ceasefire violations this year have already
reached record highs.

It is unacceptable that the Mission continues to be fired upon and to face
restrictions on access. Such actions, so often perpetrated by the
separatists, only fuels suspicion that the separatists are concealing
activity at odds with the Minsk agreements.

So I hope that we can all be clear today that aggression towards monitors
must stop and the Mission must be given unrestricted access to all of
Ukraine, including the disengagement areas and those parts of the border with
Russia not under Ukraine’s control.

As we heard yesterday, the long term solution to the situation in Eastern
Ukraine requires Russia to end its destabilising activities in the region,
comply with its commitments under the Minsk agreements, withdraw its weapons
and personnel, use its considerable influence over the separatists to bring
an end to the killing, and return Crimea to its rightful place as part of
Ukraine. This is only the meaningful path to long-term peace in Ukraine. And
until this path is taken, sanctions against Russia must remain in place.

Beyond Ukraine, we should not lose sight of this Council’s need to work
closely with the Austrian OSCE chairmanship to resolve other issues affecting
the region and help protect fundamental rights and freedoms. These include
protracted conflicts in Akbhazia and South Ossetia, Transnistria and Nagorno-
Karabkh.

We also value the vital role the OSCE plays in risk reduction in the region
and we welcome the launch of the Structured Dialogue. We support your focus,
Mr Foreign Minister, on youth and radicalisation, where the OSCE with its
cross-dimensional approach to security can add real value.

If the OSCE is to respond to these and other challenges, we must also
continue to strengthen the organisation. One way to do that is through strong
appointments and I’m pleased that the UK has put forward an excellent
candidate for the High Commissioner on National Minorities position in the
OSCE as a sign of our continued commitment to the organisation.

We are also pleased that our Ambassador to the OSCE is chairing the OSCE
Human Dimension Committee this year and working closely with the Austrian
Chairmanship.

In conclusion, Mr President, events in Eastern Ukraine reinforce just how
important the OSCE is to international cooperation. The work being done there
is vital to the beleaguered residents of Marinka and to all Ukrainians in the



East of the country. Sadly events in Ukraine highlight the threats that
countries in the OSCE area, and the rules based system as a whole, continue
to face. If we are to respond to them effectively, we must continue to
strengthen the OSCE, and with it, this Council’s cooperation.

Thank you.

Press release: Communities Secretary
confirms funding certainty for
councils

Communities Secretary Sajid Javid has confirmed that councils will continue
to benefit from the long-term financial certainty of a four-year funding
settlement, helping them to plan ahead with confidence.

He also confirmed he is working closely with the Chancellor of the Exchequer
to determine how best to provide further support to businesses facing the
steepest increases, with further details expected to be set out in the Budget
in two weeks.

Mr Javid published individual funding allocations for local authorities for
the second year of the historic settlement, with figures largely unchanged
from those published a year ago.

It means that over the course of this Parliament, councils will receive more
than £200 billion in government funding – ensuring they can deliver the
frontline services people value. Councils are also able to use this increased
certainty to change the way they work and become more efficient, building on
the £508 million savings already delivered across local government.

It also prepares the ground for wider reforms, to ensure councils benefit
from 100% business rate retention, giving them the financial autonomy they
have long campaigned for. Councils in six areas across the country will start
piloting this approach from April, with all councils invited to apply to
participate in further pilots from April 2018.

Communities Secretary Sajid Javid said:

Our historic funding deal, accepted by 97% of councils, offers the
financial certainty needed to plan ahead, with more than £200
billion over the course of this Parliament. This includes £7.6
billion dedicated funding and extra flexibility to provide vital
adult social care services for the most vulnerable people in our
communities.
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But local government funding doesn’t just have to be fair for local
government. It also has to be fair to the people who provide the
funds in the first place, and that includes the millions of
hardworking business owners who pay business rates. Working closely
with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, we will determine how best to
provide further support to businesses facing the steepest
increases, with further details expected to be set out in the
Budget in two weeks.

Over the next year, I’ll be working with councils across the
country as we move towards 100% business rates retention, giving
local authorities the financial autonomy they have campaigned for
over decades.

Further information

The key elements of the 2017-18 local government financial settlement are:

Adult social care

The Spending Review last year gave councils the opportunity to raise funds to
provide dedicated care for the growing elderly population through an adult
social care precept on council tax.

Listening to views from councils to provide for elderly and vulnerable
citizens, the Communities Secretary confirmed that he will bring forward
increases in the adult social care precept. Councils can choose to raise it
by 3%, meaning they will have the ability to raise an additional £208 million
next financial year.

This comes on top of a new adult social care grant, worth £240 million next
year, and an improved Better Care Fund worth up to £1.5 billion so councils
can work more closely with the NHS.

It brings total dedicated social care funding to £7.6 billion over the
settlement period, with councils receiving more than £200 billion over the
course of this Parliament.

Council tax

The Government is committed to keeping council tax down and will maintain
referendum principles to protect hard-working tax-payers from rising bills.
Council tax in England has fallen by 9% in real terms since 2010 and is
expected to be lower in real terms in 2019-20 than it was in 2010-11.

Business rates

As part of the revaluation of business rates to make bills fairer, measures
such as transitional relief have been made available to support those seeing
increases. However, Government is looking at how best to provide further
support to businesses facing the steepest increases. Ministers expect to be
in a position to make an announcement at the time of the Budget in two weeks.



100% retention of business rates

To reduce local government’s dependence on central government for funding –
long campaigned for by councils – by the end of this Parliament, local
government will keep 100% of the income raised locally through business
rates. To ensure councils with less business rates do not lose out there will
continue to be redistributions between authorities.

The Local Government Finance Bill, currently before Parliament, provides the
legislative framework for these reforms. Pilots of these reforms will take
place from this April in Liverpool, Greater Manchester, West Midlands, West
of England, Cornwall and Greater London. All councils are invited to apply to
participate in the pilots from April 2018.

Press release: Foreign Secretary hosts
high-level foreign policy talks with
South Korea

As a sign of the strength of the close bilateral relationship between the UK
and South Korea, the Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson has hosted his South
Korean counterpart – Foreign Minister Yun Byung-se – at Lancaster House in
London, for annual foreign policy talks covering trade, defence and security.

South Korea is an important strategic partner for the UK, both in Asia and on
the world stage. The two ministers reaffirmed the depth of the relationship
and the strong commitment to work together on pressing international issues –
from collaborating together to counter Daesh, to peacekeeping operations in
South Sudan, tackling piracy off the coast of Somalia and enhancing our
development cooperation in Africa and other countries.

The Ministers discussed regional and international security, and emphasised
the importance of close work with like-minded countries to uphold the rules-
based international order. In light of recent North Korean missile tests, the
Foreign Secretary reaffirmed the UK’s commitment to working closely with
South Korea and other international partners to uphold and enforce sanctions
against North Korea as a clear sign that the international community will not
stand for their nuclear weapons programme that violates multiple UNSC
resolutions.

The talks also included our strong defence relationship, which expanded last
year with the first ever deployment of RAF Typhoons to South Korea, our
biggest contribution to date at last year’s US and South Korea military
exercises, and the intensification of our already close naval partnership. We
will build on this momentum this year and look to expand our cooperation in
cyber, intelligence and logistics.
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The Foreign Secretary also praised the UK- Korea trade relationship,
currently worth nearly £11 billion, which continues to go from strength to
strength. South Korea is the third largest destination in Asia for UK goods
exports, and the UK is South Korea’s fifth largest foreign direct investor.

The Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson said:

South Korea is a very important partner for the UK and our
relationship is going from strength to strength. Two trading
nations with a global outlook, we have established a trade working
group to discuss tackling barriers to market access, trade and
investment, with the aim of building on our trade relationship
already worth £11 billion.

On the world stage too, we are working together to solve global
problems. Foreign Minister Yun and I have discussed the importance
of close cooperation on development assistance, both our ongoing
peacekeeping operations in South Sudan, and our commitments to
Somalia – including the upcoming conference in London.

And on defence and security, the UK stands absolutely united with
South Korea and our international partners in condemning the
dangerous and provocative behaviour of the North Korean regime,
which is a clear threat to regional and international stability.

Further information

News story: Brokenshire condemns
attack on PSNI officer

From:
First published:

22 February 2017
Part of:

Commenting on the explosion of a device discovered at the home of a serving
police officer, the Secretary of State Rt Hon James Brokenshire MP said:

This is a despicable attack. The people who planted this device
intended to kill or cause really serious injury.
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Their murderous intent is in stark contrast to the focus of this
police officer who went out this morning to serve the community.

The Police Service of Northern Ireland have our unstinting support
for their work in keeping people safe and the public service they
give.


