
Press release: UK and Iraq signed a
historic Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU).

On 5 March, Frank Baker, Her Majesty’s Ambassador to Iraq, and Prof. Dr.
Abdul Razak Abdul Jaleel Al- Essa, the Acting Minister for Finance, signed a
historic Memorandum of Understanding (MoU). Under this new agreement, UK
Export Finance (UKEF) will work closely with the Iraqi authorities to
identify suitable infrastructure development projects to utilise UKEF’s
export finance support for UK companies.

This landmark agreement reaffirms the UK’s commitment to its friendship with
Iraq, and its support for continued economic cooperation and development.
This particular MoU will support investment in critical infrastructure in
Iraq. This infrastructure, like water and electricity, will improve the lives
of millions of Iraqis. It will also help reinvigorate the private sector in
Iraq, and may lead to new jobs for Iraqis.

UKEF is able to consider applications to support eligible infrastructure
development projects in Iraq where the project sources goods and services
from the UK. The support can take the form of loan guarantees or direct
loans.

UKEF and the Government of Iraq are already exploring a number of projects
for support under the MoU which will benefit from high-quality goods and
services from the UK, and improve quality of life across Iraq.

Press release: New support to help
workless families and improve
children’s lives

[unable to retrieve full-text content]New plans to help workless families
break the cycle of disadvantage have been announced, as part of building a
fairer society.
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Press release: £2.4 billion funding
boost for England’s schools

Thousands of schools across England are to benefit from a £2.4 billion cash
injection, Education Secretary Justine Greening announced today (3 April
2017).

It comes as new government figures show that almost 735,000 additional school
places have been created since 2010 – with 92% of new primary places and 89%
of new secondary places created in schools rated as ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’
by Ofsted in 2015 to 2016.

Local councils say they need to create over 230,000 primary and secondary
school places nationally between 2017 and 2020. The funding announced today
will provide a further boost to the government’s drive to help create over
600,000 extra places by 2021, which will generate additional capacity to meet
local demand.

Schools, local authorities and academy trusts will also receive a share of
£1.4 billion to invest in upgrading or improving their school buildings. As
part of this, academies and sixth-form colleges throughout the country, will
receive a total of £466 million to pay for almost 1,500 vital school building
work projects.

As part of its Plan for Britain, the government wants every child to have
access to a ‘good’ school place, giving them the skills and knowledge they
need to succeed in the future.

Alongside this multi-billion pound investment, the government is considering
wider proposals to ensure school standards continue to rise by creating more
‘good’ places in every part of the country.

These proposals include lifting the ban on new grammar schools – on the
strict condition they improve the education of other pupils in the system –
as well as harnessing the expertise and resources of our universities, and
our independent and faith schools.

Education Secretary Justine Greening said:

Our Plan for Britain is to build a fairer society, with a good
school place available for every child.

This £2.4 billion investment, together with our proposals to create
more good school places, will help ensure every young person has
the opportunity to fulfil their potential.

The £2.4 billion allocated today is part of more than £24 billion the
government has committed to investing in the school estate between 2015 to
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2021.

We have announced £2.4 billion of capital funding allocations to create1.
new school places across the country, and to maintain and improve the
condition of school buildings.

This funding comprises £980 million of funding allocations for local
authorities in 2019 to 2020, to create over 60,000 school places needed. This
is part of a wider investment of £7 billion in the course of this Parliament
which, alongside our investment in the free schools programme, we expect to
create an additional 600,000 places by 2021.

The funding also comprises £1.4 billion of funding allocations for schools,
local authorities and academy trusts to invest in improving the condition of
the school estate. This includes £466 million through the Condition
Improvement Fund to fund 1,435 projects across 1,184 academies and sixth-form
colleges.

The government’s ‘schools that work for everyone’ consultation closed in2.
December last year (2016). The responses are currently being considered,
and the government will respond shortly.

The government has also published today:3.

Press release: Company owner jailed
for 15 months

A waste criminal whose actions resulted in the closure of the M60, polluted a
river and blighted communities has been disqualified from being a company
director for 6 years and sentenced to 15 months in prison.

Barry Kilroe, Shareholder and Director of J25 Recycling Ltd, Recovered Fuels
Shipping Ltd and Asset and Land Group Ltd was sentenced at Manchester Court
(on Friday 31st March).

Transport Manager and Company Director, Jane Williams was fined a total of
£500 and Richard James Davies, Financial Director, was given a conditional
discharge for 12 months.

Mr Kilroe pleaded guilty to ten charges relating to the unlawful operation of
three waste sites, in Stockport, Salford and Warrington Docks.

Ms Williams pleaded guilty to 2 charges; 1 relating to the Salford site for
storing waste in excess of its 10,000 tonne capacity, the second charge was
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for operating the Warrington site without an Environment Agency permit.

Mr Davies pleaded guilty to a charge relating to the Stockport site where he
failed to provide and implement an adequate environmental management system.

Environment Agency investigation

The Environment Agency brought the case against Mr Kilroe and the other
directors after a lengthy investigation. The investigation identified the
unlawful operation and mismanagement of the 3 sites. Excessive amounts of
waste were imported on to the sites, which breached their environmental
permits, and the defendants failed to comply with Enforcement and Suspension
Notices.

A major fire broke out in August 2013 at the J25 Recycling Ltd site in
Bredbury, Stockport that lasted for 41 days. The manner in which the site was
managed increased the impacts the fire caused to the environment and local
community. The fire resulted in the closure of the M60 Motorway and 3 weeks
of disruption to traffic as well as significant disruption to local residents
and businesses. A nearby river was polluted by the fire-fighting water run-
off.

A fire also broke out in March 2014 at the Recovered Fuels Shipping Ltd site
in Salford. This led to Network Rail closing the railway line in Salford.
Local roads and main routes to Manchester City Centre were also closed. The
manner in which the site was operated increased the impacts of the fire,
which lasted for 19 days. It caused severe disruption to local residents and
businesses, which were affected by smoke and ash. Mr. Kilroe failed to remove
the waste following the fire, leaving the landowner to remove more than
14,000 tonnes.

Further waste was also transferred to Asset and Land Group Ltd at Warrington
Docks, adjacent to the Manchester Ship Canal. The Environment Agency’s
modelling also advised that a fire at the site would have affected the Ship
Canal, West Coast Railway, and also flights in and out of Manchester and
Liverpool airports. There would have been a significant effect on UK PLC
because industry from Manchester to Liverpool would have shut. There is still
a significant financial impact to the landowner who now has to pay to clear
the site which has an estimate of 75,000 tonnes of waste to clear with a cost
in excess of £10 million to send to landfill.

Case results in ‘significant financial impacts’

Lee Rawlinson, the Environment Agency’s Area Director for Greater Manchester,
Merseyside and Cheshire, said:

This is one of the biggest cases the Environment Agency has
prosecuted, we have been committed to do so because of the severity
of the offence and cost and impact on the environment, communities
and business. It has resulted in significant financial impacts to
legitimate businesses.



The Environment Agency would like to thank partners including
Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Service (GMFRS) and United
Utilities as the impact would have been even greater had it not
been for their tireless effort and cooperation to get the fires
under control.

We would also like to thank Excalon, Salford who assisted GMFRS at
Recovered Fuels Shipping Ltd. The Environment Agency has also been
offering advice and support to the landowner at Warrington Docks.

Following this case GMFRS has invested in an Aerial Imagery Reconnaissance
(AIR) unit. Now working in partnership with the Environment Agency
Enforcement Team they use the remote controlled AIR unit to take pictures and
videos of waste sites and to detect elevated heat sources within waste piles.

During Barry Kilroe’s sentencing Judge Driver said Mr Kilroe whilst on bail
acted for financial gain and failed to comply with the Environment Agency’s
warnings. Summing up, Judge Driver thanked the Environment Agency for all its
help with a complex case.

Anyone who believes any illegal waste activities are taking place is urged to
report the matter to our incident hotline on 0800 807060 or CrimeStoppers on
0800 555111 so that we can investigate.

Illegal waste activities pose a significant threat of harm to the environment
and local communities, so it is important that everyone plays their part in
stamping out waste crime.

News story: British troops continue
support to UN South Sudan mission

Armed Forces Minister Mike Penning yesterday visited Bentiu and Malakal,
where UK military personnel are deployed, and met those carrying out
engineering tasks in support of the UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS).

With around 100 already in country, Royal Engineers are carrying out building
tasks in preparation for the main deployment of nearly 400 troops over the
coming months – making this one of the UK’s largest operational deployments
across the globe.

UK personnel are carrying out engineering tasks at the UN’s camps in both
Malakal and Bentiu to enhance UNMISS’s efforts, and as more British troops
arrive in South Sudan, focus will move to Bentiu where a temporary field
hospital will be set up, followed by a permanent hospital.
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Minister of State for the Armed Forces Mike Penning said:

The UN is working hard to protect civilians and promote stability
in South Sudan, and the UK continues to support this important
effort.

This will be the UK’s single largest deployment to a UN mission
with almost 400 of our troops carrying out vital engineering tasks
on the ground and a number of key roles within the UN headquarters.

This permanent field hospital will support over 1,000 UN peacekeepers and
staff, enabling them to continue working to improve conditions in South
Sudan.

Armed Forces Minister Mike Penning arrives in South Sudan

Engineering tasks carried out by UK personnel could include a helicopter
landing site in Malakal, facilities to improve water supply, drainage to
prevent flooding. In addition to engineering and medical support, the UK also
has a small number of staff officers in UNMISS’s headquarters in Juba.

Lt Col Jason Ainley, Commanding Officer Royal Engineers said:

We are very proud to be part of UNMISS. We look forward to
continued work with our military and civilian colleagues to support
the mission, which aims to improve conditions for the people of
South Sudan.

My engineers are working in a tough operating environment to ensure
our mission will be a success.

As part of his visit the Armed Forces Minister also met Lt Col Ainley in
Juba, as well as Defence Minister Kuol Manyang Juuk, and UN Special
Representative David Shearer.

British military support in South Sudan follows a commitment made in 2015 by
the then Prime Minister to double the UK’s commitment to global peacekeeping
initiatives, including by deploying troops to South Sudan and Somalia.

Alongside the UK-hosted Peacekeeping Defence Ministerial in London in
September, these contributions underline the UK’s leading role in support to
peacekeeping operations.

Mike Penning visits UK personnel in South Sudan

More widely, the UK Government has committed life-saving support to tackle
the humanitarian crisis in South Sudan, including matching pound for pound
public donations up to £10 million to the Disaster Emergency Committee’s East
Africa Crisis Appeal.



The Government also recently announcement that £100m will be spent on life-
saving support in South Sudan in 2017/18, including:

Food for over 500,000 people;

Life-saving nutritional support to more than 27,500 children;

Safe drinking water for over 300,000 people;

Emergency health services for over 100,000 people;

Livelihood support for over 650,000 people;

Vaccinations for over 200,000 livestock.


