
News story: Send and receive bigger
files with our online services

Business customers that use our online services can now send us 20MB
files online.

When customers send us documents via our online services, they can now send
us files that are up to 20MB. This is an increase from the previous file size
limit of 10MB.

The types of documents customers typically send us include:

their scanned applications
detailed plans
evidence to support their applications.

The increased file size limit of 20MB applies to documents sent via the
portal, our online transactional channel, or Business Gateway, our business-
to-business solution.

We will also return files that are up to 20MB through these online channels.

We expect this will improve our customers’ experience when they deal with us
online. It is one of a number of changes we have made to our online services
following customer feedback.

Press release: RACE DRIVEN to support
driverless cars

RACE – UKAEA’s state of the art robotics technology centre at Culham Science
Centre – is to consolidate its position as a test site for driverless cars as
a number of major investments in this area were announced today.

These projects will play a key role in putting the first driverless cars on
public roads in the coming years. Most notable is the DRIVEN consortium* led
by award-winning driverless car developers Oxbotica and including RACE.
DRIVEN has received over £8m in funding from the Government’s CCAV (Centre
for Connected and Autonomous Vehicles) £13m investment in this area. This
will go towards developing and operating a fleet of vehicles to operate on
public roads, with complete autonomy, within the next two and half years. The
project will culminate with these vehicles travelling autonomously from
London to Oxford (with safety drivers on board as a precaution) – as a public
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demonstration of the viability of this technology.

RACE will play a key role in the project. Oxbotica’s main field test
activities are conducted from their base in the RACE building, and they make
use of the 10 kilometres of roads, junctions, roundabouts (even traffic
lights and pedestrian crossings) within the closed Culham site; a perfect
‘test track’ for these vehicles to test their ability to monitor and react to
other vehicles, cyclists and people in realistic circumstances, whatever the
weather. This latest funding comes amid strong support for the whole robotics
and artificial intelligence community. ‘Cutting edge artificial intelligence
and robotics systems that will operate in extreme and hazardous environments’
will benefit from a £270m Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund announced in the
2017 Spring Budget, and a recent House of Lords Science and Technology
Committee report recommended the route ahead to harness the huge potential of
connected and autonomous vehicles.

RACE Director Rob Buckingham said:

RACE has been working with Oxbotica for some time now. The DRIVEN
team brings together the right combination of interests and
enthusiasm to change the conversation in this exciting field from
mostly speculation to real world detail. DRIVEN will show how
autonomous vehicles will change the world, both for the public and
industrial users.

DRIVEN is important because it will answer questions around cyber
security and insurance as well as the underlying technology. RACE
has a key supporting role: enabling testing on the Culham Science
Centre site before we venture on the public roads. DRIVEN
reinforces our aspiration to enable connected and autonomous
vehicles to be widely adopted. Starting in Oxfordshire we are
already thinking about how autonomous vehicles fit within a modern
transport plans for both Oxford and Didcot Garden Town. DRIVEN is a
very important step on this journey.

*The DRIVEN consortium is led by Oxbotica Ltd.; the other partners in the
project are the Oxford Robotics Institute, insurer XL Catlin, Nominet,
Telefonica, the Transport Research Laboratory, UKAEAs RACE facility,
Oxfordshire County Council, Transport for London and Westbourne
Communications.

For more information please contact Nick Holloway, UKAEA Media Manager, on
01235 466232 or email nick.holloway@ukaea.uk



Statement to Parliament: Sky / Fox
Merger

Update Regarding Proposed Merger of 21st Century Fox and Sky: Written
statement – HCWS610

On Thursday 16 March I intervened in the proposed acquisition of Sky by 21
Century Fox on the media public interest grounds of media plurality and
commitment to broadcasting standards by issuing a European Intervention
Notice (EIN).

The EIN triggered the requirement for Ofcom to assess and report to me on the
public interest grounds specified and for the Competition and Markets
Authority (CMA) to report to me on jurisdiction. I required Ofcom and the CMA
to provide their reports to me in response to the EIN by Tuesday 16 May. Once
I receive these reports, my decision-making role in this process would
resume.

Given the proximity of this decision to the forthcoming general election and
following discussions with the parties, Ofcom, the CMA and the Cabinet Office
Propriety and Ethics team I wrote to Ofcom and the CMA on Friday 21 April to
extend the period by which these reports should be submitted to Tuesday 20
June.

Press release: Holy Cross bomb
discovery

Rt Hon James Brokenshire, MP said:

I am sickened by this incident with dissident republican terrorists
placing a bomb close to a primary school in north Belfast. This
shows their wanton disregard for human life, potentially putting
children in danger.

The consequences could have been utterly devastating and it shows
them for what they really are. I am grateful to the emergency
services for their work in keeping people safe.
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Press release: Cornwall waste disposer
prosecuted for illegally storing
asbestos

The owner of a Cornish waste disposal business has been ordered to pay almost
£80,000 in fines and costs for illegally storing and treating waste including
asbestos at a site near Penzance.

The site manager was also prosecuted and ordered to pay a total of £6,000 in
fines and costs. The case was brought by the Environment Agency.

Leslie Allen ran a waste operation from a site in Perranuthnoe where waste
from various commercial and domestic sources was illegally processed. The
site was also used to store hazardous waste including asbestos. The storage
and bulking of waste requires an Environment Agency permit.

Truro Crown Court heard how the defendant operated without a permit despite
receiving advice and guidance from the Environment Agency and assuring
officers he would apply for a permit. The business had traded for some 18
years.

An investigation was launched by the Environment Agency in 2014 after
officers suspected Les Allen Waste Disposal Services was still operating
illegally. The transfer of waste was often not recorded and when it was, the
records were either inadequate or misleading.

Waste was recorded as being taken from a customer direct to an approved site
when, in actual fact, it was transported to Perranuthnoe for sorting before
being taken to various sites. The business benefitted financially from
operating without an environmental permit.

During their investigation, Environment Agency officers recovered asbestos
from a pile of waste at the site. It had not been bagged or stored in a
secure container as is required by law.

Sentencing Allen and his site manager, Richard Shore, Judge Carr said the
handling of asbestos was a ‘great responsibility’ and the defendants had
exposed themselves and others to risk. He said poor record keeping meant we
would never know what waste went through the site.

On 5 February 2016, the Environment Agency discovered Leslie Allen was
continuing to run an illegal waste operation despite having been interviewed
under caution and giving an assurance he would stop. The business was
operating a crusher and swing shovel on land near Sunnyvale Farm, Rosudgeon,
Penzance and treating mixed construction and demolition waste to raise a
ground level without an Environment Agency authorisation.
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Sophie Unsworth of the Environment Agency said:

Waste sites must operate within the law and always put human health
and the environment above financial gain. This is especially
important for sites receiving hazardous waste such as asbestos.

Despite being given repeated advice and guidance by the Environment
Agency, the owner chose to continue to operate illegally,
receiving, handling and storing waste, without a permit.

Leslie Allen was fined £40,000 for two offences under the Environmental
Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2010 including, between 17
November 2014 and 6 November 2015 and 5 February 2016 operating a regulated
facility, namely a waste operation at The Workshop, Perranuthnoe Lane,
Perranuthnoe and on land adjacent to Sunnyvale Farm, Rosudgeon, Penzance
without an environmental permit.

He was also ordered to pay £14,200 costs and £25,772 under the Proceeds of
Crime Act. Allen was warned that failure to pay would result in a 9-month
prison sentence.

The site manager, Richard Shore, was fined £4,000 for the same offences and
ordered to pay £2,000 costs.

The sentencing hearing took place at Truro Crown Court on 10 April 2017.

The Environment Agency is currently running a Right Waste Right Place
campaign aimed at small to medium sized businesses who need waste advice.

Notes to editor

Waste crime can cause serious pollution to the environment, puts
communities at risk and undermines local businesses. It’s a serious
issue, diverting as much as £1 billion a year from legitimate business
and the Treasury.
Waste crime is an issue that we and the government take very seriously.
The Environment Agency has enhanced powers – introduced in 2015 – to
tackle illegal activity at waste sites.
The Environment Agency stopped nearly 1,000 illegal waste sites from
operating in 2015/16.
97% of waste management operators are well run and provide a much needed
waste management service. But we take tough action against poor
performing companies and those who commit waste crime.
If you see waste crime report it by calling our incident hotline on 0800
80 70 60 or anonymously to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.
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