
News story: Vacancies: Inspectors of
Air Accidents (Engineering)

Can you be instrumental in determining causes of civil aircraft accidents and
serious incidents worldwide? If so, this Inspector of Air Accidents
(Engineering) role is for you, and we’d like to hear from you.

The purpose of this role is to investigate the engineering aspects of
aircraft accidents and serious incidents involving civil aircraft operating
in the UK and to UK registered or manufactured aircraft overseas.

A full job description and role profile is on the Civil Service Jobs website.

Read about a week in the life of an Engineering Inspector below.

The deadline for applications is 7 June 2017.

I am often asked about what I do. When I tell people, the response I usually
get is, “wow, that must be fascinating”.

Well, actually it is. I am an aircraft engineer and after a successful, broad
and varied career in the Royal Navy I joined the Air Accidents Investigation
Branch (AAIB) four years ago. It was clear to me when I joined and still is
today; if you love aircraft, engineering and are inquisitive by nature, enjoy
learning and like puzzling things out, this job is ideal.

So what does it really involve?

Weeks are never the same and my time is taken up with the various stages of
my investigations into air accidents and incidents large and small. At any
one time I can have three or four on the go.

Accidents by their nature are unexpected and can and do happen any time, day
or night. My involvement starts after the Branch has been informed that
something has happened and I am assigned along with Flight Data and
Operations colleagues to the case. This can be an investigation anywhere in
the UK or to assist worldwide. I am usually at a high state of readiness to
deploy as I move up the AAIB engineering duty rota which ensures at least one
of 12 engineers is available 24/7, 365 days per year. Once assigned I deploy
to wherever the aircraft might be. It can be anything from a micro-light, to
a helicopter or even several hundred tonnes of airliner. The aircraft may be
in small pieces in a field or parked at an airport stand with no sign
outwardly of anything wrong.

This initial stage is fascinating and may take several days. In many cases I
have to temper my enthusiasm given that this may well be a stressful or even
life-changing experience for those involved. I need to remain calm and
sympathetic to people who may be highly emotional, shocked and upset as I
unravel what might be the worst day of their lives. Talking to relatives can
be a challenging part of the role, but in some ways it can be rewarding,
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knowing that I am providing the answers they need to help them understand
what happened, which may provide some comfort. I also have to be comfortable
in myself, mindful that not all – but some – accident sites are dreadful to
say the least. While psychological support is provided, the job is not for
the faint-hearted.

Having gathered initial evidence with my colleagues, we formally present to
the Chief Inspector and our peers our findings and thoughts as to where we
think the investigation is leading.

As the engineering aspect of the investigation progresses, lines of inquiry
emerge which require exploring in detail. This often means looking at
drawings and manuals to understand the workings and design intent of the
systems involved. This may then lead to reconstruction or, conversely,
dismantling. I may then need to examine further and test components in our
hangar or, if needed, with the manufacturer wherever they may be in the
world; the job does involve a lot of travel. One day it might be a simple
bolt or fastener, the next, a modern avionic system. I deal with both with an
open but methodical and questioning mind with the same attention to detail. I
constantly interact with knowledgeable experts at all levels and tact and
diplomacy comes to the fore during my work and gets things done.

Rigorous and occasionally lively discussions are held with colleagues as the
investigation progresses to identify the facts and causes and to formulate
effective safety recommendations to prevent reoccurrence. Throughout the
investigation I work towards producing a clear and accurate written report
which conveys the circumstances and details of the engineering features of
the accident so that it can be read and understood by people within aviation
and by ordinary members of the public. I also have to be confident in my
investigation when I give evidence publically to the Coroner (or Procurator
Fiscal in Scotland).

In between investigations, and sometimes simultaneously for that matter, I
have the opportunity to learn and train to improve my aviation knowledge and
investigative skills. This might be a short course run by an aircraft
manufacturer on their product or a university course looking at, for example,
new materials. It can also be an in-house course to hone or refine a specific
skill, for example microscope photography. Time is also made available for me
to be part of aviation by simulator flying or flying in light aircraft to
maintain a private pilot’s licence.

An AAIB engineering inspector is a fascinating and rewarding job. No two
weeks are ever the same except for one thing, the knowledge that I and my
colleagues are working to make commercial and private aviation safer by
understanding what went wrong and what went right during accidents and
incidents. Although the job can be difficult in some respects, given the
sometimes distressing part my work, it is very rewarding and I thoroughly
enjoy coming to work at the AAIB.



Speech: “The people of Libya deserve a
better future.”

Thank you Mr President.

I would like to thank the Prosecutor for her report and her briefing today.
And the United Kingdom wishes to reiterate its support for the work of the
Prosecutor and for the role that the ICC plays in bringing those responsible
for serious crimes of international concern to account.

Mr President,

Libya needs urgent progress towards full political reconciliation now more
than ever. The scale of the crisis facing the people of Libya is grave. It is
a crisis where the fighting continues year after year and where international
humanitarian law violations and human rights violations and abuses continue
unabated. The people of Libya deserve a better future.

Establishing effective governance is key: Libya’s legitimate political
institutions need to work together to break the political deadlock which is
prolonging instability and the suffering of the Libyan people. Libya’s
political and social groups need to seize the momentum offered by the welcome
meetings between Prime Minister Seraj and Marshall Heftar earlier this week
to set out a path towards Libyan reconciliation and unity. Security,
stability and prosperity can only be achieved when the country’s leaders
choose to get together and work out a plan for the common benefit of the
Libyan people.

Mr President,

The UK welcomes the Prosecutor’s ongoing efforts to investigate alleged
crimes despite the practical difficulties in conducting investigations inside
Libya.

The United Kingdom remains deeply concerned at the continued violence between
armed groups across the country – and particularly by reports of human rights
abuses and violations by combatants in Benghazi and elsewhere, including
attacks on innocent civilians and on medical facilities. There is no
justification for attacking medical facilities protected under international
humanitarian law.

We note that the Prosecutor is giving consideration to opening an
investigation into alleged criminal acts against migrants in Libya. Such
alleged crimes provide further justification for tackling migration
‘upstream’, so that the international community helps create more
opportunities in migrants’ home countries.

The United Kingdom is grateful for the Prosecutor’s update on the cases of
Saif al-Islam Gaddafi and Abdullah al-Senussi. We support the Prosecutor’s
call for the Libyan authorities to do everything possible to ensure transfer
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of Saif al-Islam Gaddafi to the ICC, and to consult the Court on any problems
that might impede his transfer to The Hague. We look forward to the outcome
of the Court’s consideration of the UNSMIL report on the domestic proceedings
against Mr al-Senussi.

The United Kingdom commends the continued engagement of the Libyan
Prosecutor-General and the Libyan Representatives to the Court. We call on
other States and relevant international organisations to assist the Libyan
authorities in their efforts to build the rule of law in Libya. We thank the
Prosecutor for the update on allegations of torture committed against Saif
al-Islam Gadaffi in Al-Hadba prison, and we welcome the fact that one of the
accused who had been returned to his position at the prison, has now been
removed.

We also thank the Prosecutor for her briefing on the case against Al-Tuhamy
Mohamed Khaled, who is wanted for war crimes and crimes against humanity
committed in Libya in 2011. We fully support the Court’s call for
cooperation, from members of the Council, Libya and all states, to provide
information to facilitate a swift arrest of Mr Al-Tuhamy and ensure his
surrender to the ICC. It is crucial that he and other individuals responsible
for war crimes in Libya do not become fugitives from justice.

In conclusion, the United Kingdom understands the financial and resource
constraints faced by the Prosecutor’s Office and the need to ensure adequate
funding for the Court’s Libya investigations. We are committed to working
with others to ensure the Court has the resources necessary for its work,
while ensuring that the ICC budget is as streamlined as possible.

Thank you Mr President.

News story: Accelerator webinar:
autonomous last mile resupply

A webinar for this Defence and Security Accelerator competition will be held
on 30 May 2017.

The competition is seeking new technologies, processes and ways of working to
improve the way we deliver mission-critical supplies, focusing on the
challenging ‘last mile’ resupply in the land environment.

It involves delivering combat supplies from the forward-most location to
personnel engaged in combat operations. Although relatively small in
distance, these resupply activities are challenging as they are in an
environment that is typically hostile, complex and contested. These
activities need to quickly and efficiently deliver vital supplies in order to
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enable successful mission outcomes.

The challenges of this Accelerator competition are to develop and
demonstrate:

Challenge 1: unmanned air and ground load carrying platforms
Challenge 2: technologies and systems to allow load carrying platforms
to operate autonomously
Challenge 3: technologies to autonomously predict, plan, track and
optimise resupply demands from military users

Phase 1 proposals must be submitted online via the Accelerator submission
service and received no later than 12 noon on 21 June 2017.

News story: Manchester seminar: using
innovative technology to deliver
sustainable utcomes for people with
disabilities and ong terms health
condiitons

If you use assistive technology (such as a screen reader) and need a version
of this document in a more accessible format, please email
academy@noms.gsi.gov.uk. Please tell us what format you need. It will help us
if you say what assistive technology you use.

Press release: St. Paul’s Canonry:
Jonathan Brewster

The Queen has approved that the Reverend Jonathan David Brewster, MA, Vicar
of Christ Church with St John and St Saviour, Highbury and Area Dean of
Islington in the diocese of London, be appointed to a Residentiary Canonry of
St Paul’s Cathedral in succession to the Reverend Canon Philippa Jane
Boardman, MBE, MA.

The Reverend Jonathan Brewster was educated first at University College
Buckinghamshire and then trained for the ministry at Trinity College,
Bristol. He studied for an MA at Kings College, London. He served his curacy
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at St John the Evangelist, Great Horton, in the Bradford Diocese from 1994 to
1998. From 1998 to 2003 he was Chaplain to the University of Westminster.
Since 2003 he has served as Vicar of Christ Church with St John and St
Saviour, Highbury in the Diocese of London as well as being Area Dean of
Islington since 2014.

Jonathan is married to Sarah. They have two adult and two younger children.
He taught in South India, was on the UK Board of Trustees for the Oasis
Charitable Trust and is a member of the Islington Faiths Forum. He enjoys
playing and listening to Jazz music, reading and walking the dog.


