News story: Record number of events
will hail UK Armed Forces

The ninth annual Armed Forces Day will centre on Liverpool, where regulars,
reserves, their families and veterans will gather for a parade, receptions,
displays, a ship visit and Red Arrows and Typhoon flypasts.

There will be hundreds more significant events to thank the UK's Forces, from
Caerphilly to Plymouth to Edinburgh in the UK and from the Falkland Islands
to Cyprus overseas.

Ahead of attending today’s event in Liverpool, the Prime Minister said:

Our world-leading Armed Forces work day and night to defend our
country and our way of life, both at home and abroad.

In the aftermath of the Manchester attack, military personnel
played a vital role on UK streets, providing visible reassurance to
our communities. And further afield they continue to take the fight
to Daesh in Iraq and Syria, helping to drive the terrorists back
and give ordinary people in those countries the chance to rebuild
their lives.

I am proud to be attending the Armed Forces Day celebrations in the
great city of Liverpool this year, joining thousands of people in
expressing our gratitude to the men and women who do so much to
preserve our freedom.

Ahead of Liverpool’s event Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon announced
that nearly 11,000 service personnel have been able to get on the housing
ladder or change their home using Forces Help to Buy scheme payments. Since
its launch in April 2014 more than £163m has been paid to scheme applicants,
allowing service personnel and their families to borrow up to half their
salary to buy their own home.

Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon said:

We owe a huge gratitude to the men and women of our Armed Forces
and salute their service in keeping us safe each and every day.

As we celebrate Armed Forces Day there are 10,000 regulars and
reserve personnel serving now on NATO operations. There are Royal
Navy ships serving in the Gulf, the British Army is supporting UN
peacekeeping in South Sudan, and the Royal Air Force are patrolling
the skies above the Black Sea region in the [Jcampaign against Daesh
terrorism and on NATO deployments; the Royal Navy is helping
protect the Gulf; the Army is peace-keeping in South Sudan and
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Somalia; and the Royal Air Force is patrolling the skies above the
Black Sea.

The Help to Buy milestone demonstrates our promise to ensure that
our Armed Forces and their families can enjoy the stability of
owning their own home. It is part of our commitment to them in
return for the immeasurable commitment they make to us.

Today’s event in Liverpool will consist of a large-scale military parade from
St George’s Hall to the Pier Head supported by bands. Reflecting Liverpool’s
strong connection with the Royal Navy, the Type-23 frigate HMS Iron Duke will
be docked in the city. In the air there will be flypasts by the Red Arrows,
Typhoon and the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight. Military villages of
static displays, machines and equipment will complete the show.

Liverpool’s Assistant Mayor and Cabinet Member for Culture, Tourism and
Events, Councillor Wendy Simon, said:

It is a privilege to host Armed Forces Day and there is a real buzz
about the city as we get closer to Saturday’'s celebrations. > We
are a city renowned for its success when staging large, outdoor
events and Saturday will be no exception. As the national focal
point for Armed Forces Day we will make sure that when the
spotlight shines on us, we will do all that we can to make the
city, the armed forces and the UK proud.

UK Armed Forces are currently involved in over 20 operations in more than 25
countries, from South Sudan to Iraq. Also present will be many veterans that
make-up the estimated 2.56 million Armed Forces veteran community living in
the UK. Young cadets will be present too; together the Sea, Army, and Air
cadet forces have almost 100,000 members, many of whom will be at events up
and down the country.

News story: Historic North Wales town
announced as host for Armed Forces Day
2018

The event in the historic seaside town will be supported by the Ministry of
Defence, together with the Welsh Government and Conwy Borough Council.

The announcement comes as events are held across the UK to mark Armed Forces
Day, including the national event this year hosted by the City of Liverpool.
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Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns will join the First Sea Lord and
thousands of people at the South Wales celebrations in Caerphilly to honour
the work and dedication of our brave Servicemen and women deployed around
the world.

Defence Minister for the Lords, Earl Howe said:

Llandudno represents a superb venue for next year’s celebrations
and I'm sure the town will bring together the whole nation in
celebrating our Armed Forces.

Wales was the proud host of the national event in 2010 when
thousands of people celebrated in Cardiff. The support from the
Welsh Government and local communities, coupled with the rich and
vibrant history of Llandudno, means that the town is the ideal
choice to make the event even more successful in 2018.

Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns said:

I'm delighted that the national Armed Forces Day event will return
to Wales in 2018. This time next year, we will see veterans of wars
gone by and soldiers serving in conflicts around the world today
marching side by side in Llandudno, united in pride in service to
their country.

In Wales we have a special connection with our Armed Forces and
this annual event gives the public an opportunity to show their
appreciation and pride for our soldiers, sailors and air personnel
who sacrifice so much for others.

Our debt of gratitude also extends to the families they leave
behind and the veterans past and present who have dedicated years
of their lives to service. I am honoured to mark Armed Forces Day
today — and in the years to come — in their company.

Councillor Gareth Jones, Leader of Conwy County Borough Council, said:

We are proud and privileged to be named as the Host of the National
Armed Forces Day in 2018.

Conwy County has a deep affiliation with the Armed Forces and a
strong historical link. Llandudno will be a great destination to
showcase the outstanding work of the Armed Forces past and present.

The event will be supported by all the North Wales Councils and key
colleagues across Wales. Serving personnel and veterans of our
Armed Forces Community will be assured of a very warm welcome and
an event that thanks them for their commitment to keeping the



country safe.

North Wales has many current and historic links to the Armed

Forces, including and many Regular and Reserve Army units, including the
Royal Welsh recruit from there. RAF Valley on Anglesey, is home to a fast jet
training base. Nearly 10,000 veterans live in Conwy, supported by a number of
local and national charities.

This year, events along the coast included an Armed Forces parade in the
nearby town of Caernarfon on 17 June, and today a Forces’ themed street party
is being held in Conwy.

Government response: Statement
responding to Camden Council’s
decision to evacuate residents of the
Chalcots estate

This is the response from a Department for Communities and Local Government
spokesperson:

The safety of residents is paramount.

Camden Council and the Fire and Rescue Service are rightly working together
to implement their responsibilities under the Emergency Fire Safety Review
that we sent them yesterday (22 June).

As we said, in the most serious cases this involves residents being moved out
of their homes while they are made safe.

This is clearly distressing for those involved and the every effort will be
made to reduce the disruption as they make temporary arrangements in line
with their emergency plans.

The government, through London Resilience, is offering every assistance in
getting this done as swiftly and safely as possible.
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Press release: UK to observe a minute
[1's silence for victims of the
Finsbury Park terrorist attack

The UK will observe a minute’s[] silence on Monday 26 June 2017.
A minute[]’'s silence will be held at 12 noon on Monday 26 June in remembrance
of those affected by the terrorist attack in Finsbury Park on Monday.

The silence will be marked at all government buildings and other
organisations may follow suit.

Speech: Building stronger UK-Chile
sustainable construction links

First I would like to take a moment to reflect on the terrible events that
have occurred in London. There has been a terrible fire in an apartment block
in London. The cause is still not known, but the incident illustrates the
importance of standards, structures and materials within the construction
sector. Our thoughts are with all of those affected; the lives and homes lost
and a community devastated. Here in Chile we are all aware of the terrible
consequences caused by fires.

Today we are here to talk about sustainable and innovative construction. Over
the last 15 years the UK has made substantial investment in energy and low
carbon technology research, development and demonstration. This has created a
strong foundation for low carbon solutions in buildings, electricity
networks, renewable energy, waste and transport. In the big picture, these
low carbon solutions are also paving the way for smarter cities and improved
living environments. New advancements and innovative practices in sustainable
construction are vital to the growth of future low carbon smart cities.

In the UK, practices in driving innovation in sustainable construction are
never ending. Some examples include the development of innovation parks that
pilot cutting-edge sustainable building designs and the application of
efficient building systems via UK Building Information Modelling (BIM)
technologies.

The UK’s BRE Environmental Assessment Method (BREEAM) began in 1990 as the
world’s first sustainability assessment method for buildings. The method’s
focus on sustainable value and adaptability to local and climatic conditions
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has led to BREEAM becoming an international best practice. Since 1990, the
BREEAM has been adapted and applied in over 70 countries and used to certify
over 500,000 BREEAM developments globally.

From 2013-2014 we were able to adapt the best practices, lessons learned and
experiences related to sustainable construction in the UK to the Chilean
context through the project “Code for Sustainable Homes in Chile”. This
project, supported by the British Embassy Santiago’s Prosperity Fund, was
implemented by BRE in collaboration with the Chilean Ministry of Housing.
Through this collaboration we were able to develop the standards and
references for Chile’s first sustainable construction code.

It is great to see that the results and collaborations from this project
remain sustainable not only through the Ministry of Housing’s sustainable
construction strategy, but also through new collaboration opportunities set
out between BRE and IDIEM from the University of Chile in the MOU that will
be signed today.

We look forward to the development of new low carbon solutions, research
links and innovative products for the sustainable construction sector in
Chile as a result of this MOU collaboration and future work between IDIEM,
BRE and a number of key local stakeholders as part of the upcoming
technological innovation centre on sustainable construction.



