
Press release: New measures to allow
ratification of Istanbul Convention

The government will introduce new measures to protect women and girls from
crimes committed overseas as part of its Domestic Abuse Bill.

The new legislation would be the final step to enable ratification of the
Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against
women, known as the Istanbul Convention.

Measures to be included in legislation will extend ‘extra-territorial
jurisdiction’ so that certain offences committed by British citizens can be
prosecuted in UK courts regardless of where they take place in the world.

Home Secretary, Amber Rudd said:

Domestic abuse has a devastating and life-long impact on victims,
their children, family and friends and this government is
determined to eradicate it.

These measures will help us bring justice to women who experience
these abhorrent crimes anywhere in the world and shows perpetrators
there is nowhere to hide.

This government has always been clear that we will ratify the
Istanbul Convention and a Domestic Abuse Bill will allow us to
deliver on that, demonstrating how we are driving international
action to end violence against women.

Lord Chancellor and Justice Secretary David Lidington said:

We must do all we can to prevent Domestic Abuse and provide the
very best support to victims.

That is why we are determined that those who commit these
deplorable crimes feel the full force of the law.

This Government is committed to delivering a system that protects
victims and increases convictions.

Despite record numbers of prosecutions and convictions, there are still two
million victims of domestic abuse every year in England and Wales.

Though the UK already complies with most aspects of the Istanbul Convention
in the United Kingdom, legislation is required for extra-territorial
jurisdiction to cover offences committed by British citizens overseas. This
will be included in a Domestic Abuse Bill.
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The Prime Minister announced her intention to introduce a draft Domestic
Abuse Bill earlier this year to ensure that victims have the confidence to
come forward safe in the knowledge that the state and justice system will do
everything it can to both support them and their children, and pursue their
abuser. The Queen’s Speech set out how a draft Bill will establish a Domestic
Violence and Abuse Commissioner, define domestic abuse in law, and ensure
that if abusive behaviour involves a child, the court can hand down a
sentence that reflects the devastating life-long impact that abuse can have
on them.

This government has introduced new laws and tools to protect victims of
violence against women and girls including the criminalisation of forced
marriage; two new stalking laws; the national roll-out of Domestic Violence
Protection Orders and the Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme; and a new
offence of domestic abuse covering controlling and coercive behaviour. To
support our commitment to tackling VAWG, we have pledged increased funding of
£100 million until 2020.

In most respects we are already compliant with, or go further than, the
convention requires, but there remains one outstanding issue in relation to
extra-territorial jurisdiction (ETJ) which must be addressed. Article 44
requires that all signatories take the necessary legislative measures to
establish ETJ over any offence established in accordance with the convention.

There are still a number of these offences, including rape of an over 18 and
sexual assault where ETJ does not yet apply. For this, further amendments to
domestic law are necessary to comply and will require primary legislation to
be introduced in England and Wales, as well as in Scotland and Northern
Ireland. We will seek to do this for England and Wales through a Domestic
Abuse Bill.

Press release: UK energy statistics:
statistical press release – June 2017

Energy Trends and Energy Prices publications are published today 29 June 2017
by the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy. The
publications cover new data for the first quarter of 2017.

Energy Trends covers statistics on energy production and consumption, in
total and by fuel, and provides an analysis of the year on year changes.
Energy Prices covers prices to domestic and industrial consumers, prices of
oil products and comparisons of international fuel prices.
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Press release: Tesco/Booker request
fast track referral

Tesco and Booker have requested that the CMA make a ‘fast track’ referral to
phase 2 in its investigation into the merger.

The Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) opened its phase 1 investigation
into the merger in May which was due to be completed by 25 July. It is
possible to accelerate the referral of merger cases to phase 2 when requested
by the merging companies and if the CMA has sufficient evidence that the test
for reference is met (see notes for editors).

If the CMA proceeds with a fast track procedure it would expect to issue a
phase 1 decision within the next 10 working days. The statutory timetable for
the in-depth phase 2 investigation would be 24 weeks.

The fast track process has been used in a number of CMA merger investigations
previously including BT/EE and Ladbrokes/Coral.

All information relating to the investigation is available on the case page.

Notes for editors

The CMA is the UK’s primary competition and consumer authority. It is an1.
independent non-ministerial government department with responsibility
for carrying out investigations into mergers, markets and the regulated
industries and enforcing competition and consumer law. For CMA updates,
follow us on Twitter @CMAgovuk, Facebook, Flickr and LinkedIn.

Under the Enterprise Act 2002 (the Act) the CMA has a duty to make a2.
reference to phase 2 if the CMA believes that it is or may be the case
that a relevant merger situation has been created, or arrangements are
in progress or in contemplation which, if carried into effect, will
result in the creation of a relevant merger situation; and the creation
of that situation has resulted, or may be expected to result, in a
substantial lessening of competition within any market or markets in the
United Kingdom for goods or services.

Under the Act a relevant merger situation is created if 2 or more3.
enterprises have ceased to be distinct enterprises; and the value of the
turnover in the United Kingdom of the enterprise being taken over
exceeds £70 million (‘the turnover test’) or as a result of the
transaction, in relation to the supply of goods or services of any
description, a 25% share of supply in the United Kingdom (or a
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substantial part thereof) is created or enhanced (‘the share of supply
test’).

All the CMA’s functions in phase 2 merger inquiries are performed by4.
inquiry groups chosen from the CMA’s independent panel members. The
appointed inquiry group is the decision-maker on phase 2 inquiries.

Media enquiries to the CMA should be directed to press@cma.gsi.gov.uk or5.
020 3738 6798.

News story: Surprise report published

MAIB’s report on the investigation of the grounding and evacuation of the
domestic passenger vessel Surprise at Western Rocks, Isles of Scilly on 15
May 2016 is now published.

The report contains details of what happened, the subsequent actions taken
and recommendations made:

PDF, 4.92MB, 42 pages

This file may not be suitable for users of
assistive technology. Request an accessible format.
If you use assistive technology (such as a screen reader) and need a version
of this document in a more accessible format, please email
maib@dft.gsi.gov.uk. Please tell us what format you need. It will help us if
you say what assistive technology you use.

PDF, 2.35MB, 44 pages

This file may not be suitable for users of
assistive technology. Request an accessible format.
If you use assistive technology (such as a screen reader) and need a version
of this document in a more accessible format, please email
maib@dft.gsi.gov.uk. Please tell us what format you need. It will help us if
you say what assistive technology you use.

mailto:press@cma.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-surprise-report-published/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/surprise-report-published#attachment-2159744-accessibility-request
mailto:maib@dft.gsi.gov.uk?body=Details%20of%20document%20required%3A%0A%0A%20%20Title%3A%20MAIB%20investigation%20report%2014-2017%3A%20Surprise%0A%20%20Original%20format%3A%20pdf%0A%0APlease%20tell%20us%3A%0A%0A%20%201.%20What%20makes%20this%20format%20unsuitable%20for%20you%3F%0A%20%202.%20What%20format%20you%20would%20prefer%3F%0A%20%20%20%20%20%20&subject=Request%20for%20%27MAIB%20investigation%20report%2014-2017%3A%20Surprise%27%20in%20an%20alternative%20format
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/surprise-report-published#attachment-2159745-accessibility-request
mailto:maib@dft.gsi.gov.uk?body=Details%20of%20document%20required%3A%0A%0A%20%20Title%3A%20Annexes%20to%20MAIB%20investigation%20report%2014-2017%3A%20Surprise%0A%20%20Original%20format%3A%20pdf%0A%0APlease%20tell%20us%3A%0A%0A%20%201.%20What%20makes%20this%20format%20unsuitable%20for%20you%3F%0A%20%202.%20What%20format%20you%20would%20prefer%3F%0A%20%20%20%20%20%20&subject=Request%20for%20%27Annexes%20to%20MAIB%20investigation%20report%2014-2017%3A%20Surprise%27%20in%20an%20alternative%20format


Press enquiries

Press enquiries during office hours 01932 440015

Press enquiries out of hours 020 7944 4292

Press release: Environment Secretary
explores the future of farming at the
Royal Norfolk Show

Farmers across East Anglia could produce, sell and export more than ever
before following the UK’s exit from the EU with the help of cutting edge
technology and innovation, the Environment Secretary said today.

On a visit to the Royal Norfolk Show on 28 June 2017, Environment Secretary
Michael Gove met with researchers and businesses at the ‘Innovation Hub’ to
find out more about the latest research and emerging agricultural
technologies.

From a ‘FitBit for cows’ that provides real time information on the health of
a herd, to a demonstration of how ‘agrimetrics’ data can support farmers and
boost food production, pioneering agricultural technology (agri-tech) on
display at the show could provide new opportunities for East Anglia’s
farmers.

Speaking at the show, Environment Secretary Michael Gove said:

Emerging technologies will play a vital role in boosting
productivity and growth, unlocking the full potential of our
farming industry as we adapt to a rapidly changing world and
maintain our leading role on the global stage outside the European
Union.

The East of England is a real hotbed of agricultural innovation and
the enthusiasm and passion of the region’s farmers, who exported a
record £1.6bn of food and drink last year, is truly inspirational.

Agri-tech contributes £14.4bn to the UK economy every year, underpinning the
UK’s food and drink industry, our largest manufacturing sector. The
government has already invested £160 million through the Agri-Tech Strategy
to help develop innovative solutions from the laboratory through to the farm.

Dr Belinda Clarke, Director of Agri-Tech East, an independent membership
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organisation supporting the development of the agri-tech cluster, said:

Innovation is most effective when it is focussed on solving clearly
defined problems. By bringing progressive farmers, who are willing
to pilot new approaches, together with those who have potential
solutions, Agri-Tech East is facilitating a step-change in agri-
food production that is productive, profitable and sustainable.

The Innovation Hub is a good showcase for the agri-tech cluster,
showing how collaboration can accelerate innovation based on sound
science.

The Environment Secretary also visited the show’s food hall, meeting with
food producers from across the east of England, and visited the ‘Broads
Village’ which showcases the importance of the National Park to industry,
culture and landscapes.


