
News story: Tenth UK-Kuwait Joint
Steering Group

The Tenth meeting of the biannual UK-Kuwait Joint Steering Group took place
in London on 4-5 July 2017, co-chaired by the UK’s Minister for the Middle
East, Mr Alistair Burt MP, and Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister, Ambassador
Khaled Al Jarallah.

The Ministers thanked officials for progress made during the work of the
Joint Steering Group and agreed to examine new areas such as international
development and humanitarian affairs at the next meeting in Kuwait. Signing a
formal action plan, they expressed their commitment to working together over
the next six months to advance the close Kuwait – UK relationship to the
benefit of both countries.

Ministers agreed to continue to develop collaboration on trade, migration,
security, defence, cyber security, healthcare, science, education and
culture. Both sides underlined the importance of the Joint Steering Group to
fostering closer ties and to realise technical level cooperation -the breadth
of discussions demonstrating that the historic relationship, built around the
cornerstones of defence, security and trade, continues to evolve to meet
modern challenges, including cyber security. They also welcomed the deepening
of defence cooperation which remained strong. Both sides affirmed their
commitment to ongoing work to refresh the Defence Cooperation Accord.

The discussion on security focussed on combating shared threats, including
protecting aviation interests through improved airport security. Together,
the Ministers committed to continuing to support efforts by British and
Kuwaiti businesses to increase trade links and investment. Cooperation in the
field of healthcare and health infrastructure was also discussed. Both sides
remain committed to removing barriers and to promote increased travel, study,
business and trade.

Ministers also affirmed their strong commitment to continuing to cooperate on
scientific and innovation research collaboration, education and the
importance of cultural exchanges. These continue to be an important
opportunity to build on our shared history and values, and engage the next
generation of leaders and academics.

Exchanging views on recent political developments in the Middle East region,
Mr Burt and Ambassador Al Jarallah also had a closed discussion with the
British Minister underlining UK support for Kuwait’s mediation efforts to
bring a resolution to the Qatar dispute.

Further information
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Statement to Parliament: Grenfell
rehousing

With permission Mr Speaker, I would like to update the House on the ongoing
work to rehouse the victims of the tragedy at Grenfell Tower.

Three weeks have now passed since the fire.

As we all know it soon became clear that the delivery of the initial response
on the ground was simply not good enough.

Since then much has been done to support victims.

To see that justice is done. And to ensure that other buildings around the
country are safe.

But throughout, our first priority has been helping victims who have suffered
such an unspeakable trauma.

We have been working hard to ensure that they have all the support they need.

Securing emergency accommodation.

And making financial and emotional support available as quickly as possible.

The response efforts have been coordinated by the Grenfell Response Team, led
by John Barradell.

He is being supported by colleagues drawn from London councils, the wider
local government sector, the voluntary sector, police, health and fire
services as well as central government.

And I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to them all for their immense
efforts over the last few weeks.

The new leader of the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, Elizabeth
Campbell, has given a fulsome apology for the inadequate initial response.

She has also asked for help from central government to put things right.

As the Communities Secretary has set out in a written ministerial statement
today we will be establishing an independent Taskforce to help the Royal
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea build their capability.

So they can deal with the longer term challenge of recovery.

Rehousing victims
Mr Speaker, the Prime Minister promised that we would make an offer of new
temporary housing to all those who have lost their homes as a result of the
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fire, within 3 weeks.

These are good-quality, fully-furnished homes so that families can move on
from emergency accommodation and live – rent-free – in a proper home whilst
permanent accommodation, on equal terms, is found.

158 families from Grenfell Tower and Grenfell Walk have been identified in
need of such housing.

I can confirm that every family that is ready to talk to the housing team has
been offered a temporary home.

139 have received offers of accommodation.

19 families have not yet been ready to engage in this process.

We need to respect that.

Some are still in hospital as a result of their injuries.

In some cases the people on the ground offering these families support have
been clear that it would be inappropriate at this time to ask them to make a
decision about where they will live. These families, Mr Speaker, have been
through unimaginable trauma.

And we need to go at the pace that they want to go.

What matters above all else is what the families individually want.

The Grenfell Response Team has been working with the 139 families currently
engaged with the process to match them with appropriate temporary
accommodation. And to start to talk to them about their long-term needs.

The housing team have identified and secured over 200 good quality properties
so that residents can have a choice where to live.

I know some have raised concerns about the quality of the accommodation
offered.

All properties have been inspected by the housing team to ensure they are in
a good condition.

Now, my Rt Hon Friend the Communities Secretary personally has seen an
example of the kind of property on offer.

Representatives of local residents groups have also seen and been assured of
the quality.

And if the Shadow Minister would find it helpful I would be very happy to
visit some of these properties with him so he can assure himself of their
quality.

All of the properties are local.



Either in Kensington and Chelsea or a neighbouring borough.

This will mean that families can continue to be near their friends and
relatives, go to the same GP, and send their children to the same school.

14 offers of temporary accommodation have been accepted, and 3 families have
already moved in.

And I expect this number to increase but we have to respect the pace at which
families want to move.

I have personally met, Mr Speaker, over 30 of the families who have been
directly affected. And from talking to them I understand there are many
reasons why some are reluctant to take up these offers.

Some might choose to remain in hotels until they have an offer of a permanent
tenancy.

We also understand one of the big issues holding people back is the lack of
trust.

Some families were told that they were moving into Grenfell Tower on a
temporary basis and then years later they were still there.

Their concerns are entirely understandable – that is trust which we need to
work hard to earn.

We also have to respect their decision if they do not wish to move out of
temporary accommodation, before permanent housing is available.

We will keep on making offers to families of local homes we think would be
suitable for them.

But no-one will be forced into a home that they do not want to move to. And I
want to respond to a number of reports which have been made, claiming people
are being told to move far from London.

Or that they may be deemed homeless if they do not accept an offer. I want to
be absolutely clear: if this is ever suggested to a victim then this is
completely unacceptable.

I have already stated that if anyone is aware of an individual family which
is not receiving the offer we have promised, please tell me, and we will fix
this.

And I repeat that call to the House now. So let me set out again what the
government has committed to do:

Every household that is ready to talk, has been offered temporary
accommodation.

The housing team will continue to work with families to ensure that their
individual needs are met.



As my Rt Hon Friend the Prime Minister said, everyone whose home was
destroyed by the fire will be guaranteed a new home on the same terms as the
one they lost.

And this means:

paying the same rent
with the same level of security
and in the same area

When it comes to permanent housing we have already announced a new block of
social housing that will provide 68 new homes in Kensington Row.

We are urgently working with a number of developers to secure similar
properties. Either in Kensington and Chelsea or very close to North
Kensington, so families can stay in the same area.

Mr Speaker, these negotiations have not yet concluded and we need to work
closely with the residents to make sure that the sort of properties we are
able to make available will match what they want.

There were 17 leaseholders who lost their homes and we are working with them
to make sure that they do not lose out financially because of the fire.

I met recently with a group of leaseholders, and we are working with them
individually to find the right solution for them.

Conclusion
Mr Speaker, on my visits to the Westway, hearing the harrowing accounts of
survivors has been the most humbling and moving experience of my life.

The families I have met have been through unimaginable pain. We will continue
to do all we can to get them the help they need.

This tragedy should never have happened.

And we are determined to do all that we can to make sure something like this
never happens again.

News story: UK trains over 5000
Ukrainian Armed Forces

The Defence Secretary made the announcement following a meeting between him
and his Ukrainian counterpart, Stepan Poltorak in London earlier today.
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This comes as the UK prepares to refine Operation Orbital’s training model.
Through increasing the focus on Train-the-Trainer as well as mentoring and
advising, we expect this change to increase the operation’s impact on the
Ukrainian Armed Forces’ training sustainability over the coming year.

British personnel have been in the country since 2015 on Operation Orbital,
training the Ukrainian Armed Forces in a number of defensive skills such as
the identification of mines and IEDs, medical care and logistics. Last year,
Sir Michael confirmed that the training mission will continue until at least
early 2018.

Defence Secretary Michael Fallon said:

We have now trained over 5,000 Ukrainian service personnel, sending
a clear message that we are committed to supporting the country’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity.

As the UK is stepping up across the world, we are standing side by
side with our Ukrainian friends.

During the meeting, the Defence Ministers also discussed how the UK can
support defence and security reform in the Ukraine.

Mr Poltorak is in the UK to discuss his country’s progress in implementing
reforms and the way forward to 2020 at the Ukraine Reform Conference in
Lancaster House, along with other senior Ukrainian ministers. The major
international conference will see the UK government and international
partners reinforce their support for reform in the country.

News story: Civil news: extension date
set for 2014 Standard Civil Contract

Mental health and community care work are covered by contract extension which
takes effect on 31 July 2017.

We are planning to put the contract extension for the 2014 Standard Civil
Contract announced in May 2017 in to effect by 31 July.

Supporting contract schedules will also be issued to cover the period from 1
August through to 31 March 2018 at the same time.

Timings

The new contract and schedules will be uploaded and available to view by 31
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July 2017. Work completed in July can be reported from 1 August 2017.

A new schedule reference should be used for any claims for matters that start
on or after 1 August 2017.

As a result of loading the new schedules it is possible that when you report
the work completed in June 2017 you will see two periods for entry in your
submissions list.

This means it is important that you report your work for the correct period.
Otherwise, the information may be recorded inaccurately.

If an agreed amendment to increase your new matter starts has not been
included, you should contact your contract manager.

Further information

Standard Civil Contract 2014

News story: Fine of £2,367.40 imposed
for fisheries offences

On 23 June 2017 Robert Nye, master of the Scottish registered fishing vessel
Rebecca KY982 pleaded guilty to an offence under the Fisheries Act 1981 at
North Tyneside Magistrates’ Court.

The court heard that on 25 October 2017 the vessel was offloading its catch
at North Shields when it was inspected by MMO Officers. During the inspection
47% of the contents of the 7 boxes of nephrops inspected were found to
contain catch below the minimum conservation reference size. A Fixed
Administrative Penalty was issued to the master and owner at the time but
this was not paid within the required 28 days.

The vessel master, Robert Nye, was fined £375 with an additional £479.40
representing the value of the illegal catch, £910.50 costs and a victim
surcharge of £37.50.

The court also heard how the vessel’s owner Russel Ritchie, who was not on
board the vessel at the time of the offence, was on 9 June 2017 fined £125,
with £410 costs and a victim surcharge of £30.

A spokesman for the MMO said:

“Regulations governing the minimum sizes for landings of fish are in place to
protect juvenile fish in order that there is a sustainable fishery for this
and future generations of fishermen. The MMO will take appropriate and
proportionate enforcement action including pursuing and bringing prosecutions
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to court to protect the long term viability of the marine environment for
future generations.”

In this case the owner and master were initially given the opportunity by the
MMO to pay a £500 Fixed Administrative Penalty (FAP) in lieu of prosecution.
The failure to make the payment within the required 28 days has resulted in
them being prosecuted. The court considered the offences to be serious and
collectively imposed financial penalties of over four times the amount of the
FAP at a total cost of £2,367.40. This demonstrates both the consequences of
not adhering to fisheries regulations and the importance of paying penalties
within the required timescales.”


