
Press release: Joint UK-Australia
Statement on Cyber Co-operation

The UK and Australia enjoy a historic relationship and modern partnership. It
is a unique and enduring bond built on friendship and shared values; one
underpinned by strong security, prosperity and people-to-people links; one
more relevant than ever as we work together advancing common interests and
tackling global issues, including in cyberspace. We recognise that the pace
and development of new technologies and applications, in conjunction with
greater access, is delivering significant opportunities for both economic and
social development. While bringing great advantages, the reliance on
increasingly interconnected networks also exposes states to new
vulnerabilities. Irresponsible or illegal exploitation of those
vulnerabilities can have both profound impact on the victim and, in the most
egregious cases, risk international stability.

We confirm our joint commitment to promoting an international stability
framework for cyberspace based on the application of existing international
law, agreed voluntary norms of responsible state behaviour and confidence
building measures, supported by co-ordinated capacity building programmes.

Australia and the UK will co-operate to deter, mitigate and attribute
malicious cyber attacks by criminals, state actors and their proxies,
including those that seek to interfere in the internal democratic processes
of states. We will work with industry to implement resilient cyber security
solutions for their products and services. We will also share lessons learned
as we develop measures to provide defences across our governments, and make
it easier for individuals and organisations to stay safe online.

We reaffirm our commitment to a free, open, peaceful and secure cyberspace.
The foundation for responsible state behaviour in cyberspace is our mutual
commitment to existing international law, including the respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms, and the application of international
humanitarian law to cyber operations in armed conflict. We reaffirm that the
UN Charter applies in its entirety to state actions in cyberspace, including
the prohibition of the use of force (Article 2(4)), the peaceful settlement
of disputes (Article 33), and the inherent right of states to act in self-
defence in response to an armed attack (Article 51). The law of state
responsibility applies to cyber operations in peacetime, including the
availability of the doctrine of countermeasures in response to
internationally wrongful acts.

We recognise that an increasing number of states are developing operational
cyber capabilities. We assert states’ legitimate right to develop these
capabilities, and emphasise their obligation to ensure their use is governed
in accordance with international law. Acknowledgement of these capabilities
does not encourage aggression, or contradict our common commitment to
maintaining a peaceful ICT environment. Rather, acknowledging the existence
of these capabilities fosters the understanding that, just like in the
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physical domains, states’ activities in cyberspace do not occur in a vacuum –
states have rights – but they also have obligations.

We will promote operationalisation of norms of responsible state behaviour
recommended in the 2015 report of the UN Group of Governmental Experts on
developments in the field of information and telecommunications in the
context of international security. We will focus on positive practical
measures that states can take to put these voluntary norms into practice. We
will also implement confidence building measures that can build trust between
responsible states. In doing so we recognise that transparency is the first
step to establishing mutual trust and provides a foundation for measures
available to all states, whatever their stage of development. We are
committed to working through the OSCE and ASEAN Regional Forum as a way of
contributing to peace and understanding in cyberspace.

We confirm our mutual commitment to cyber security capacity building that
directly contributes to international stability: recognising the importance
to all our security of states developing responsible legal and governance
frameworks, overcoming the barriers to implementing agreed norms, building
resilience to cyber threats, and strengthening law enforcement responses in
line with the Budapest Convention on Cybercrime. As the next 1 billion people
access the economic and social benefits of cyberspace, it is in all of our
interests to ensure that cybersecurity is understood as a key part of the
development agenda.

Further information

Press release: £100m boost for UK
space sector to ensure UK is equipped
to stay ahead of the competition

£99m of government funding for a National Satellite Testing Facility on
the Harwell Campus in Oxfordshire
additional £4m announced for a National Space Propulsion Facility to
develop and test space engines
space sector forms a key part of the Government’s Industrial Strategy to
spread economic growth across the UK

The £100m package includes £99m of Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund
investment to create a National Satellite Testing Facility (NSTF) on the
Harwell Campus in Oxfordshire, alongside a £4m investment for a new National
Space Propulsion Facility to develop and test space engines at Wescott
Venture Park in Buckinghamshire.

Part of the Government’s Industrial Strategy, the significant funding boost
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will enable UK industry to competitively bid for more national and
international contracts and ensure we remain a world-leader for space
technologies for decades to come.

Visiting the UK Space Gateway on the Harwell Campus in Oxfordshire, where the
NSTF will be based, Universities and Science Minister Jo Johnson said:

“From Cornwall to the Highlands and islands of Scotland, the UK space sector
underpins industries worth more than £250 billion to the UK economy, and
through our Industrial Strategy we will unlock the sector’s potential to grow
further.

“Located in a cluster known for research excellence, these new facilities
will help UK companies be more competitive in the global market for space
technology and support our ambition to capture 10% of the global space market
by 2030.”

Due to open in early 2020, the new NSTF will be a world-class facility for
the assembly, integration and testing of space instruments and satellites,
positioning the UK to capitalise on the estimated 3,500 -10,000 satellites
that are due to be launched by 2025. It will also facilitate the build of
bigger and more technologically advanced satellites and remove the need for
UK companies to use test facilities located abroad.

The NSPF will allow companies and academia to test and develop space
propulsion engines, alongside a new facility for Reaction Engines where the
revolutionary SABRE air-breathing rocket engine will also be tested and
built.

Dr Graham Turnock, Chief Executive of the UK Space Agency, said:

This investment will enhance the capability of the UK space
industry. Having access to a National Satellite Testing Facility
will help companies develop and encourage new business to come the
UK, while the development of new facilities at Westcott builds on
what is already a world-class UK space propulsion sector.

Dr Brian Bowsher, Chief Executive of the Science and Technology Facilities
Council, said:

STFC’s RAL Space team has been chosen as the delivery organisation
for this investment and our staff will be responsible for the
definition, design, building, fit out and operation of the
facility. This is fantastic recognition of the strong reputation we
have in the UK and overseas as the go-to team for the assembly,
integration and testing of the incredibly complex and unique
engineering involved in space payloads and satellites.



Press release: Foreign Secretary
statement on the 22nd anniversary of
the Srebrenica Genocide

Today [11 July] is the 22nd anniversary of the massacre in Srebrenica that
claimed the lives of more than 8,000 men and boys, amounting to the bloodiest
act of mass murder in Europe since the Second World War. The International
Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia and the International Court of
Justice ruled that it was genocide.

It is right that we should pause to remember those who died at Srebrenica –
and elsewhere in Bosnia and Herzegovina – and to reflect on the consequences
of hatred and bigotry. And we should also look forward to the task of
building a better future for Bosnia and Herzegovina. That is why the UK
supports essential reforms designed to create jobs and defeat crime and
corruption. I call on the leaders of all sides to work together in a spirit
of co-operation and reconciliation. Britain stands with those who wish to
build a peaceful, united and prosperous future.

News story: Priti Patel statement on
the liberation of Mosul

International Development Secretary comments on the liberation of Mosul,
following the Iraqi Prime Minister’s formal declaration.

International Development Secretary Priti Patel said:

“The liberation of Mosul after two years of Daesh brutality and oppression
comes at a high price for both the Iraqi Security Forces and the city’s
people and I pay tribute to the tenacity and courage they have shown.

“Throughout this struggle, UK aid provided shelter, medical care, clean water
and other lifesaving aid to those who have lost their homes because of the
fighting or been forced to flee the city for safety.

“The declaration that Mosul is once again free is a great victory for the
people of Iraq, but it must now be backed up by the painstaking task of
rebuilding and reconciling so families can return home as quickly as
possible. The UK will continue to stand alongside the people of Iraq to take
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this vital work forward in the weeks and months ahead – and helping to shore
up stability and security across the region is ultimately in our national
interest as well.”

News story: Suffragan Bishop of
Loughborough: Reverend Gulnar Francis-
Dehqani

The Queen has approved the nomination of the Reverend Canon Gulnar Eleanor
Francis-Dehqani, MA, PhD, Curate Training Officer and Advisor for Women’s
Ministry in the Diocese of Peterborough and Canon at Peterborough Cathedral,
to the newly created Suffragan See of Loughborough, in the Diocese of
Leicester.

Reverend Canon Dr Gulnar (Guli) Francis-Dehqani is aged 51. Originally from
Iran, she has been in this country since the age of 14. She studied at
Nottingham University for her BA in music, and then at Bristol University for
her MA and PhD in theology. After working as a Studio Manager and Producer at
BBC Radio, she trained for ordination at the South East Institute for
Theological Education from 1995 to 1998.

Guli was Curate at Mortlake with East Sheen in Southwark Diocese from 1998 to
2002 before joining the University of London Chaplaincy team as Chaplain to
the Royal Academy of Music and St Marylebone C of E Secondary School from
2002 to 2004. She resigned from stipendiary ministry in 2004 to raise her
children, and held Permission to Officiate in the Diocese of Peterborough
whilst also continuing to write, speak and lead retreats. After completing a
one year project at the University of Northampton Interfaith Chaplaincy, in
2011 Guli took up her current role as Curate Training Officer for the Diocese
of Peterborough and was additionally appointed Adviser for Women’s Ministry
in 2012. She has been on General Synod since 2012 and an honorary Canon at
Peterborough Cathedral since 2016.

Guli is married to Canon Lee Francis-Dehqani, currently Team Rector of Oakham
and Rural Dean of Rutland. They have 3 children aged 17 and twins of 12.

Her interests include Persian culture and cooking, all kinds of music,
reading, especially contemporary fiction, walking the dog, entertaining and
spending time with family and friends.
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