
News story: Home Office publishes
second report on statistics collected
under exit checks programme

As part of legislation introduced through the Immigration Act 2014, carriers
and port operators in the aviation, maritime and international rail
industries were given the power to carry out embarkation checks. Since 8
April 2015 departure data has been collected on all scheduled commercial
services departing the UK from air and sea ports and from international rail
stations except those services not within the scope of the exit checks
programme.

The analysis in the report focuses on individuals who had both valid leave
and were identified as having entered the UK after April 2015, when the exit
checks programme was introduced.

Brandon Lewis, Immigration Minister, said:

The Home Office introduced exit checks in 2015 to provide more
comprehensive information on travel movements across the UK border.

This information has already been invaluable to the police and
security services who have used it to help track known criminals
and terrorists, supporting wider work taking place across
government and law enforcement.

The report found that among the 1.34 million visas granted to non-EEA
nationals which expired in 2016/17, 96.3 per cent departed in time.

Brandon Lewis said:

Today’s report also gives us a more comprehensive picture of the
compliance of visa holders, clearly showing that the vast majority
of people are following immigration rules and that the action we’re
taking to clamp down on illegal immigration is working.

Exit checks is a long-term programme and the data collected will continue to
be assessed and analysed to ensure that they become more robust and extensive
over time.

Read the second publication into exit checks.
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News story: New Home Office Chief
Scientific Adviser appointed

Professor Aston’s role will be to ensure that departmental decisions are
informed by the best science and engineering evidence and advice. The Chief
Scientific Adviser offers advice directly to ministers and officials and
works together with the Chief Scientific Advisers’ network to advise on
issues that cut across government.

Professor Aston’s appointment follows the retirement of Professor Bernard
Silverman earlier this year. He will join the Home Office on 4 September from
the University of Cambridge, where he is Professor of Statistics.

Professor Aston specialises in applied statistics but will provide advice on
a range of issues at the Home Office. He was, until recently, a trustee of
the Alan Turing Institute, and has previously spent much of his career
working in the United States and Taiwan.

Speaking ahead of starting his new role, Professor Aston said:

I am honoured and privileged to be joining the Home Office as its
Chief Scientific Adviser. I’m looking forward to working with the
scientific community to understand the issues facing the Department
over the coming years and identify how science, engineering and
analysis can help to overcome those challenges.

Patsy Wilkinson, Second Permanent Secretary at the Home Office, said:

Professor Aston brings with him a wealth of experience that will be
of great value in ensuring the work we do to keep our country safe
and secure continues to be supported by the latest scientific
advice and research.

Professor Sir Mark Walport, the Government Chief Scientific Adviser, said:

Having access to high-quality expert scientific advice is critical
to every government department. I am delighted to welcome someone
with Professor Aston’s expertise to the Chief Scientific Advisers’
network and look forward to working with him.
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Press release: Dorset farmer given
suspended prison sentence for burning
rubbish

A Dorset man has received a six-month suspended prison sentence and been
banned from working in the waste industry for five years after burning waste
at a site near Poole.

Environment Agency officers visited French’s Farm, Watery Lane, Upton on 17
August 2015 to check whether David House had complied with a formal notice to
remove illegal waste from the site. Earlier checks revealed the farm was
being used for the illegal storage and disposal of domestic and commercial
waste.

Inquiries revealed House, a tenant farmer, had been disposing of waste by
burning at the site since 2013. In fact, the agency had evidence from reports
of 64 fires during a five-year period at the site. Dorset Fire and Rescue
dealt with 11 fires within six months in 2015.

During interview, House claimed he had given permission to others to dump and
burn waste and promised to clear the site within a month. This was not done.
In recognition of ill health, it was decided House would be given a caution
as long as he removed the waste by a set deadline. Instead, waste fires began
again and, despite being told not to, House spread the ash across his land.
Tests revealed the ash contained arsenic, cadmium and lead.

During a second interview, House flippantly introduced himself as former
Coronation Street character Ena Sharples before blaming others for the waste
on his land.

Appearing at Bournemouth Crown Court, House pleaded guilty to knowingly
causing the operation of a regulated facility without authority and disposing
of controlled special waste in a manner likely to cause harm to human health.

He was given a six-month prison sentence, suspended for 15 months, and made
the subject of a Criminal Behaviour Order that prevents him from being
involved in the collection, transportation or disposal of waste from any
premises.

Under the order, House is banned from setting or lighting any fire in the
open for the purpose of burning controlled waste without obtaining
permission, in advance and in writing, from the Environment Agency. He is
also prohibited from importing or allowing any person in a vehicle to import
or bring any waste onto any land, business premises or residential premises
of which he has control or is the occupier. The ban runs for five years.

An Environment Agency spokesperson said:
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While the vast majority of waste sites we regulate are well run and
provide a much needed waste management service, we recognise
there’s an issue with a small number of operators who break the
rule of their permit.

We tried to work with Mr House to rectify issues and to ensure he
was operating within the law but to no avail. We will prosecute
those willingly found flouting the law by undertaking illegal
activity and causing harm to the environment and human health.

House was previously prosecuted for assaulting an Environment Agency officer
who was trying to photograph waste at his site during a separate hearing in
December 2016.

Waste crime can cause serious pollution to the environment put communities at
risk and undermines legitimate business and the investment and economic
growth that go with it.

If you see waste crime report it by calling our incident hotline on 0800 80
70 60 or anonymously to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Editor’s notes

House pleaded guilty to one count of operating a regulated facility without a
permit under sections (38(1)(a) & 12(1)(a) of Environmental Permitting
Regulations 2010 at Bournemouth Magistrates Court on 11 August 2017.

House pleaded guilty to disposal by burning under sections (33(1)(C) and (6)
of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 at Bournemouth Magistrates Court on
11 August 2017.

News story: Buffer stop collision at
Kings Cross

Train collided with buffer stops at Kings Cross station, London, 15
August 2017.

At 06:23 hrs on Tuesday 15 August 2017 a train arriving from Royston collided
with the buffer stops in platform 9 at Kings Cross station, while travelling
at about 4 mph (6 km/h). Three passengers were slightly hurt, and there was
minor damage to the train and the buffer stop equipment.

We have undertaken a preliminary examination of the circumstances surrounding
this accident. Having assessed the evidence which has been gathered to date,
we have decided to publish a safety digest.
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The safety digest will shortly be made available on our website.

News story: UK outlines proposals for
shared approach on data protection

The Government has set out its plans for arrangements that could ensure
personal data would continue to move back and forth between the UK and the EU
in the future in a safe, properly regulated way.

In the latest of a series of papers looking at the UK’s future partnership
with the EU after we have left, the Government will consider the case for a
unique approach that could allow data to continue to be exchanged to ensure
ongoing competitiveness, innovation and job creation.

The document outlines how the UK is considering an ambitious model for the
protection and exchange of personal data with the EU that reflects the
unprecedented alignment between British and European law and recognises the
high data protection standards that will be in place at the point of exit.

This would allow us to work more closely with the EU, providing continuity
and certainty for business, allowing public authorities, including law
enforcement authorities, to continue their close co-operation, protecting
people’s data and privacy and providing for ongoing regulatory co-operation
between the UK and EU data protection authorities.

These proposals will provide a stable base for the Government to deliver its
commitment to turn Britain into the best and safest place to be online.

Minister for Digital Matt Hancock, said:

In the modern world, data flows increasingly underpin trade,
business and all relationships. We want the secure flow of data to
be unhindered in the future as we leave the EU.

So a strong future data relationship between the UK and EU, based
on aligned data protection rules, is in our mutual interest.

The UK is leading the way on modern data protection laws and we
have worked closely with our EU partners to develop world leading
data protection standards.

The paper published today sets out how we think our data
relationship should continue. Our goal is to combine strong privacy
rules with a relationship that allows flexibility, to give
consumers and businesses certainty in their use of data.
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The digital economy is important to the UK’s economy. In 2015 it was worth
£118.4 billion, or 7.1 per cent of UK’s total GVA. This relies on data being
able to flow freely back and forth. Any disruption to these cross-border data
flows could be costly to both Britain and the EU.

As the UK and the EU build a new, deep and special partnership it is
essential that we agree a UK-EU model for exchanging and protecting personal
data that:

allows data to continue to be exchanged in a safe and properly regulated
way

offers sufficient stability and confidence for businesses, public
authorities and individuals

provides for ongoing regulatory cooperation between the EU and the UK on
current and future data protection issues, building on the positive
opportunity of a partnership between global leaders on data protection

continues to protect the privacy of individuals

respects UK sovereignty, including the UK’s ability to protect the
security of its citizens and its ability to maintain and develop its
position as a leader in data protection

does not impose unnecessary additional costs to business

is based on objective consideration of evidence.

We look forward to the EU outlining its own proposals in this area and taking
forward discussions in future negotiations.


