News story: Civil/crime news: update
on LAA Portal upgrade

All remaining Portal users are scheduled to upgrade to the new Portal from 11
September 2017.

From 11 September, you will need to use the new Portal to access:

e Client and Cost Management System (CCMS)
e Contracted Work and Administration (CWA)
e Crown Court Litigator Fee online (CCLF)
e Management Information

e eForms

You will need to apply for legal aid and complete your monthly submissions
using the new Portal from 11 September. This means it is crucial you are
prepared.

Access to these systems via the current route will not be available after 11
September.

The upgrade will require an IT outage to the Portal and all the applications
accessed through it. From 8 September:

e CWA will be unavailable from 3pm
e The Portal, CCMS, CCLF, Management Information and eForms will be
unavailable from 5pm

Following the upgrade, the new Portal and all the applications listed above
will be available to use from 7am on 11 September.

If legal aid is required during this IT outage, delegated functions are to be
used for urgent civil applications. Crime applications will be backdated as
required to cover the period where a date stamp cannot be obtained.

Once the work has been finalised you should see the following improvements:

increased stability

quicker log-in times

more user-friendly password reset process

status bar for all applications, providing up-to-date information on any
issues affecting performance

Updating your password
You will need to reset your password once the upgrade has been completed.

It is vital that that you know your password for the current Portal in order
to do this.
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If you cannot recall your current password, you will need to use the
‘Password Resets’ link before 5 September 2017.

If you know your password, you will not need to reset it at this stage.

Further information

News story: Track worker struck near
Wimbledon

Track worker struck by a train between Wimbledon and Raynes Park stations,
Greater London, 22 August 2017.

At 12:06 hrs on Tuesday 22 August 2017 a track worker was struck a glancing
blow by a train travelling at about 48 mph (77 km/h). The track worker
suffered minor injuries.

We have undertaken a preliminary examination of the circumstances surrounding
this accident. Having assessed the evidence which has been gathered to date,
we have decided to publish a safety digest.

The safety digest will shortly be made available on our website.

Press release: First Secretary of
State confident of progress on Cardiff
talks

Mr Green will be in Cardiff with the Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns
for discussions with the First Minister of Wales Carwyn Jones on arrangements
under the EU (Withdrawal) Bill for distributing powers returned from the
European Union.

The Secretaries of State will also visit Cardiff University and host the
first meeting of the Expert EU Exit Implementation Panel for Wales at Caspian
Point.

There is a need to identify policy areas where common UK frameworks will be
required as well as those areas that can be devolved to the Welsh Assembly.
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The EU (Withdrawal) Bill is scheduled to begin its 2nd Reading in the House
of Commons on Thursday (September 7th).

Speaking ahead of the meeting with the First Minister, Mr Green said there
was a lot of common ground between the UK and Welsh governments. He said both
governments agreed on the need to protect the benefits of the UK single
market and to see more EU powers transferred to Cardiff. He said this was ‘a
recipe for progress’ in these important talks.

Damian Green, First Secretary of State, said:

This is about ensuring we are ready for leaving the EU. The UK
single market is one of our biggest assets, ensuring different
parts of the UK can trade easily with each other.

The Welsh Government agrees that we will need a UK-wide approach in
certain areas to maintain the benefits of the UK market.

The UK Government has a strong record on devolving powers to Wales
and we have said repeatedly that Wales will likely end up having
more powers at the end of this process.

I am confident that we can make progress through these talks. I
want us to agree on a way to take things forward and I believe that
should be readily achievable.

Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns said:

The European (Union) Withdrawal Bill will deliver the certainty and
continuity on exit day that businesses across Wales and the rest of
the UK need. It is also our expectation that the outcome of this
process will provide a significant increase in the decision-making
power of each devolved administration.

The UK Government is committed to positive and productive
engagement going forward and I look forward to a constructive
meeting with the First Minister on these important matters today.

The Secretaries of State will later gather representatives from the business,
agriculture and third sectors in Wales together for the first meeting of the
Expert Implementation Panel for Wales.

The Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns has established the group to
work with him to deliver a smooth and orderly exit from the EU in Wales.

The panel will provide direct, two-way lines of communication — from the
panel directly into the heart of UK Government through the Welsh Secretary,
and from the UK Government to stakeholders throughout Wales who have an
interest in ensuring a successful EU exit for all sectors across Wales.



The Ministers will also take the opportunity to underline the UK Government’s
commitment to supporting the burgeoning compound semiconductor industry
during a visit to the Institute of Compound Semiconductors at Cardiff
University.

Last year, the UK Government announced that it will invest £50million to
establish a new Compound Semiconductor Catapult Centre of Excellence in
South-East Wales. This new Catapult will be delivered as part of the £1.2
billion City Deal to unlock significant economic growth across the Cardiff
Capital Region.

Press release: Poultry farm permit
application drop in session

The Environment Agency is holding a public drop in session on Friday 15
September, 2pm to 7pm at:

Upton Snodsbury Village Hall
Worcestershire

The aim of the drop in is to speak to local residents and answer any
questions about the environmental permit application which has been submitted
to the Environment Agency by A&C Poultry to operate a free range poultry farm
in Upton Snodsbury, Worcestershire.

The environmental permit application is separate from the planning
application process and focuses on the technology used, how the site is to be
operated, the emissions from the operation and any direct impact the site has
on human health and the environment. The Environment Agency are not able to
consider the suitability of the location (other than the impacts of emissions
on local receptors), visual impact, the need for the facility, where the
waste comes from and any infrastructure impacts such as transport, power
lines and utilities, as these are part of the planning process.

Dane Broomfield, Environment Management Team Leader, said:

It is important that we obtain and consider the views of the public
before we make any decision regarding the application. We would
like to invite communities close to the site to forward any
comments on the application as part of our consultation process.
The consultation period started on 14 August 2017 and will end on
29 September 2017.
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Copies of the permit application and supporting documents are available
online.

Or you can view the documents on the public register free of charge at the
following location:

Environment Agency
Riversmeet House

Newtown Industrial Estate
Northway Lane

Tewkesbury
Gloucestershire

GL20 831G

Any comments should be made in writing by 29 September 2017 to:

The Environment Agency
Permitting Support Centre
Environmental Permitting Team
Quadrant 2

99 Parkway Avenue

Parkway Business Park,
Sheffield

S9 4wF

Or by emailing pscpublicresponse@environment-agency.gov.uk, quoting reference
EA/EPR/HP3433YU/A001 in any correspondence.

Dane explained:

The Environment Agency will consider any issues raised, and will
produce a draft decision on whether we are ‘minded to’ issue to the
environmental permit. We will announce our draft decision and there
will be another period of public consultation at this stage.

Press release: Historic Opening of
Doldamgil

Opening of Doldamgil shows British Embassy commitment to historical
Deoksugung Palace area
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The British Embassy Seoul is delighted that the Doldamgil road was opened to
the public on 30 August 2017. The Embassy has long understood the importance
of the Deoksugung Palace area to the Korean people — which is why since 2010
it has worked closely with SMG to find a solution to the Doldamgil road
issue. In 2015 British Ambassador, Charles Hay, signed a MoU committing to
finding a solution which would benefit all those who visit the beautiful
Deoksugung Palace.

As part of this commitment, the Embassy looked into the possibility of
opening up part of the land owned by the Embassy to create a pathway all
around the Palace. The British Embassy is a working office with regular
visitors, with some staff and family members living on the compound. After
detailed discussions with security experts — who came out to Korea from the
UK — the Embassy concluded that for security reasons it could not agree to
the plan of a pathway through our land. But the Embassy proactively agreed to
return the 100m of road at the back of the Embassy that had been originally
rented from Seoul Metropolitan Government — which is now the Doldamgil — and
relocate the back gate in order to do this. Once this was agreed, the Embassy
has done all it can to allow the work to be completed as quickly as possible.
The Embassy is thrilled that the road is now open.

British Ambassador to South Korea, Charles Hay, said:

Whether residents of Seoul or visitors from other parts of Korea or
abroad, I hope that as they walk along the road they will catch a
glimpse the natural and cultural legacy of this area, and reflect
on the unique contribution that it has played in the history of the
great city of Seoul, and its relations with the rest of the world.

Additional Information/Notes to Editors

e The Embassy compound — aside from this road — was bought and has been
legally owned by the British Government for over 130 years.

e In the 1960s (whether unilaterally or in consultation with Seoul City
Authorities is not recorded) a decision was made not to renew the lease
that had been taken out in the 1950s on the 100m stretch of land at the
back of the Embassy. The Embassy continued to occupy it though, and over
time it was assimilated into the Embassy compound. This fact was
rediscovered and raised with the embassy in 2010. Since then, the
British Embassy and Seoul Metropolitan Government (SMG) have been
working together to find a solution.

e Under the 2015 MoU, the idea for a pathway through the Embassy’s land
was suggested by SMG. The Embassy was committed to finding a solution
that allowed for the development of a green cultural and historic zone
at the heart of Seoul without compromising the security of our people
and of our historic buildings. As with any such changes to the
infrastructure/integrity of an Embassy compound, the proposal was
thoroughly reviewed by security and other experts in the Foreign &
Commonwealth Office (FCO) in London. Their decision was that the
increased security risks associated with the project were not compatible



with the FCO's duty of care to Embassy staff, clients and visitors, and
that there were no suitable mitigation measures that could be taken to
reduce the risk to an acceptable level. The Embassy therefore reverted
to the idea simply of returning the leased land.

The Embassy is keen to give opportunities to the public to see the
embassy and its grounds. It has participated in both the ‘Jeong-dong
Culture night’ organised by Jung Gu government and the ‘Seoul Open
Night' organised by Seoul Metropolitan Government. This has allowed
ordinary Korean citizens to come in and see the Embassy for themselves.



