
Trade Secretary: Wales Life Sciences
sector key to UK growth

New DIT report reveals how trade and investment will boost growth for
the UK’s world-leading Life Sciences sector
On her first visit to Wales as Trade Secretary, Kemi Badenoch hosts the
Board of Trade in Cardiff and will then visit a newly expanded
pharmaceutical manufacturing company working on pioneering cancer
therapies
She will also announce 28 leading business figures as the first Export
Champions for Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland to boost trade across
the Union

Trade Secretary Kemi Badenoch visits Wales today (Monday 28 November) where
she will praise Welsh companies as ‘critical’ to the UK’s life sciences
sector and back them to play a pivotal role in the UK Government’s growth
plans.

Badenoch will host the Board of Trade in Cardiff and launch the Board’s
report on Life Sciences, which sets out the opportunities the sector offers
for economic growth across all the UK’s nations and regions. Life sciences is
one of five growth industries named by the Chancellor when he set out plans
to change EU regulations in his Autumn Statement earlier this month.

The UK directly employs more than a quarter of a million people in the
sector, with 50% of jobs located outside of London, East of England and the
South East. Wales is known as a hotspot for Life Sciences companies employing
more than 12,000 people and generating £2.5bn in turnover across 270 sites,
an important contribution to the UK’s economy.

President of the Board of Trade and Trade Secretary Kemi Badenoch
said:

Whether it is inventing new ways to combat cancer, diagnose disease
or simplify surgery, Wales is critical to our life sciences sector.

Three quarters of our life sciences market is exporting to the
world and with a 12,000 strong workforce covering everything from
PPE production to tissue regeneration, Wales is fuelling the UK’s
position as a science superpower.

This new report from the Board of Trade shows why our support to
SMEs across the country to export is so important and why we are
committed to ensuring the UK is a world-leading destination for
life sciences investment.

Today’s Board of Trade’s report ‘Life Sciences: What’s next for this top UK
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sector?’ marks Life Sciences Day and calls on the Department for
International Trade (DIT) to further support this innovative sector by:

Redoubling efforts to encourage Research & development and manufacturing
Targeting lucrative markets by utilising DIT’s international footprint
Support scaling up and levelling up across the UK to ensure that
businesses across regions and nations have access to export support.

The Board will hear from Welsh manufacturer and exporter Dulas Ltd, which has
supported immunisation and health efforts across the world by providing the
first mass-produced solar-powered vaccine refrigerator. DIT has supported
Dulas to access international markets for export – helping the country, and
the world, build back better from the pandemic.

Today, the Trade Secretary also announces twenty-eight leading business
figures as the first Export Champions for Wales, Scotland and Northern
Ireland, who will provide advice to UK businesses on how to break into
international markets. Each Champion has been selected because they have a
successful international trade track record.

Finally, she will visit PCI Pharma, who recently expanded its manufacturing
facility in south Wales with a multi-million-pound investment. The expansion
will help the company keep pace with global demand for the production of
cancer therapies and create around 200 jobs once the facility is at full
capacity.

Members of the Board of Trade are champions for exports and investment to
deliver economic growth and prosperity across the whole of the UK.
Domestically, they engage with business and people across the four nations to
drum up support for trade and help companies export, and internationally,
they help Britain campaign for free and fair trade. The Board of Trade
celebrated its 350th anniversary in September this year.

Wales:

Paola Dyboski, Dr Zigs
Rosie Davies, Rees Machinery Group Ltd T/A RMGroup
Sina Yamani, Yoello
Alison Lea-Wilson MBE, Halen Môn / Anglesey Sea Salt
Tee Sandhu, Samosa Co
Kamal Ali, My Salah Mat
Stephen Davies, Penderyn
John Pattinson, Air Covers

Scotland (identified and appointed jointly with Scottish
Development International):

Lee Hanlon, Cesscon Decom
Luis Gomes, AAC Clydespace
Hassan Heshmat, Hydro-C
Katie Birrell, Nairn’s Oatcakes
Alistair Walker, Walker’s Shortbread
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James Varga, DirectID
Martin Murray, Dunnet Bay Distillery
Anna White, The Scotland Shop
Poonam Gupta, PG Paper
Ian Stevenson, Cyacomb
Federico Charosky, Quorum Cyber
Shahida Imani, Chromacity
Robert Kennedy, Optos

Northern Ireland:

Alan Lowry, Environmental Street Furniture
Roger Johnston, Axial3D
Gabriel O’Keefe, Kiverco
Martin McKary, Texthelp
Patrica O’Hagan, Core Systems
David Ausdahl II, Lowden Guitars
Susie Hamilton-Stubber, Burren Balsamics

New obesity treatments and technology
to save the NHS billions

Obesity costs the NHS £6 billion annually, a figure which is expected to
rise to over £9.7 billion each year by 2050
Funding will fast-track treatments, enabling the NHS to reallocate the
money to vital front line services

Cutting-edge obesity treatments and technologies which can help people shed
20% of their weight could soon be offered to NHS patients thanks to a £20
million research boost, the government has announced.

Obesity costs the NHS a massive £6 billion annually and this is set to rise
to over £9.7 billion each year by 2050. The new investment, announced today,
is expected to save the NHS billions over time and ensure that vital funds
are spent on key frontline services.

The fund could lead to promising medicines and digital technologies being
made available to patients, such as apps and online portals to encourage
lifestyle changes, which have been shown in clinical trials to be safe and
lead to a significant reduction in weight.

Health and Social Care Secretary Steve Barclay said:

Having a fit and healthy population is essential to reducing
pressure on the NHS and supporting the economy with obesity,
currently estimated to cost the NHS nearly £10 billion per year by
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2050.

We are fast-tracking the most promising treatments and technologies
to NHS patients to help them achieve a healthy weight, save the NHS
billions of pounds and increase life expectancy.

We are determined to harness the full potential of innovative
medical breakthroughs to level up the health of the nation.

An open competition will be run in early 2023 to identify sites to deliver
this research, exploring how new and potentially transformative medicines can
be combined with technologies such as digital tools to improve long-term
health outcomes for people living with obesity. Research will be focused
outside of London and the Greater South East, in the areas where obesity
rates and health disparities are highest.

On Monday 28 November, the government will announce a Vaccine Taskforce
approach to tackling some of the leading public health issues which damage
the economy and drain NHS resources.

Four healthcare missions will be launched, covering obesity, cancer, mental
health and addiction to quickly develop and deliver new treatments,
technology and support to patients to help them lead longer, healthier lives.

This builds upon the UK Life Sciences Vision published in July 2021 which
sets out a 10-year strategy to harness the successes of the Covid response
and accelerate the delivery of innovation to patients.

UK Minister travels to Australia for
talks on the Indo-Pacific

The UK’s Indo-Pacific Minister Anne-Marie Trevelyan starts a visit in
Australia today (Sunday 27 November – Canberra) in her first trip to the
country in her new role, focused on joint efforts to promote peace and
security in the region.

The Minister will meet Minister for Foreign Affairs Senator Penny Wong, and
Deputy Prime Minister and Defence Secretary Richard Marles, to discuss how
the UK and Australia can deepen their defence and security partnerships to
support a stable, prosperous Indo-Pacific.

This includes progress on AUKUS, which will see Australia equipped with
nuclear-powered, conventionally-armed submarines featuring world-leading UK
technology. The initial 18-month scoping phase of the project is ongoing and
expected to conclude by the spring. Beyond AUKUS, she will also discuss the
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two countries’ wider efforts to maintain stability and prosperity in the
region, boosting bilateral trade opportunities, tackling climate change, and
continued support for Ukraine.

Anne-Marie Trevelyan MP, Minister of State for the Indo-Pacific, said:

I’m pleased to be back in Australia for the second time this year
to strengthen defence and security ties with one of our closest
partners.

Strong, ambitious partnerships with nations like Australia are at
the core of our commitment to deepening our engagement with the
Indo-Pacific and becoming the European nation with the broadest,
most integrated presence in the region.

Vicki Treadell, British High Commissioner to Australia said:

I’m delighted to welcome back Anne Marie Trevelyan in her new role
as the UK’s Minister for the Indo-Pacific to Australia. This visit
affirms the UK’s ongoing commitment to Australia and the Indo-
Pacific region, and follows on from a busy 18 months of UK
engagement in the region, including the visit of the Carrier Strike
Group, AUKUS agreement, our Prime Ministers meeting at the G20 in
Bali and our forthcoming Free Trade Agreement.

Trevelyan will also meet Senator Jenny McAllister, Assistant Minister for
Climate Change, and Shadow Climate Change and Energy Minister Ted O’Brien.

In addition to meetings with the federal government, she will also discuss UK
priorities with key Australian parliamentarians, including members of the
Defence and Trade, and Intelligence and Security committees.

Her other engagements in Australia will include giving a speech at the
Australian National Press Club on Monday 28th, and attending an event at the
Australian National Security College on Thursday 29th, where she will record
a podcast with Professor Rory Medcalf on the geopolitical challenges facing
the Indo-Pacific.

Trevelyan begins her visit in Brisbane, receiving a ‘Welcome to Country’,
which honours the traditional owners of the land. The Minister will meet with
representatives across government and civil society about the ongoing work
that both state and federal governments are doing with First Nations
communities across Australia.

The Minister’s extensive programme of engagement with Australia – at a State
and Federal level – reflects both the strength of the UK-Australia
relationship and the importance of the Indo-Pacific to the UK, in the face of



increasing regional geopolitical competition.

Trevelyan’s visit to Australia is part of a wider nine-day trip to the
Pacific, following a visit to Vanuatu earlier this week to attend the
Conference of the Pacific Community and promote UK support for countries on
the front line of climate change.

Social housing tenants put at the
heart of government reforms

Over 250 tenants will meet today (26 November) to launch the group that will
directly influence the government’s plans on improving social housing
conditions and bringing about sector change.

Members of the Social Housing Quality Residents will share their experiences
with ministers, inform policy change and ensure resident voices are properly
heard as the government drives forward its social housing reforms.

The launch follows the Housing Secretary’s action, announced this week,
against Rochdale Boroughwide Housing (RBH) after it failed to treat hazardous
mould leading to the tragic death of Awaab Ishak.

In a crackdown on poor standards, Michael Gove has stripped the housing
association of new taxpayer funding for housing – until the Regulator of
Social Housing has concluded its investigation and RBH can prove it is a
responsible landlord.

This serves as a warning to other housing providers, with Gove prepared to
take robust action against those that are letting down tenants.

Housing Secretary Michael Gove said:

This government will not stand for any tenant being mistreated and
we are acting to ensure they get the safe and decent homes they
deserve.

For too long, tenants have been denied a proper voice – this ends
today. Our new residents panel will ensure that tenants are at the
heart of reforms to social housing.

I look forward to working with the panel to drastically raise the
standard of social housing across the country.

Housing Secretary Michael Gove and Minister for Social Housing Baroness Scott
of Bybrook will attend the launch event to thank residents for their
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important contribution in the government’s work to improve social housing for
tenants. Ahead of the launch, panel members from across the country have
shared their views and hopes for the panel:

Emma from East of England said:

I would like to bring back the stronger relationships between
tenants and their housing association.

Quality of repairs has also become an issue, things being replaced
for a lesser quality and the tenant is supposed to accept it in
their home.

Social landlords need to become more involved with their tenants
and rebuild the fractured relationships.

Roy from the East Midlands said:

I have been an involved resident for nearly 12 years, and have
worked tirelessly to improve the services provided by our landlord.

It’s not always been easy and on many occasions it has been very
frustrating. But we saw a chink of light with the publication of
the Social Housing White Paper, as we might at least be able to
make the services supplied by our landlord fit for purpose

Abbey from the South East said:

I am passionate about improving social housing.  I’m a scrutiny
panel member and a block rep, but this initiative had the
possibility to create change on a larger and less local scale. I
would like to make sure that voice is heard.

Karen from the South West said:

I want to help improve the condition of social housing and also
help remove the stigma attached to social housing.

The panel forms part of the government’s commitment in the Social Housing
White Paper to rebalance the relationship between tenants and landlords.

Residents will shape the direction of the panel, with options to cover topics
like how to raise awareness of the complaints process, or improving tenants’
access to information about their landlords.

Further information:



Panel members will be involved a series online sessions and focus groups
over the next year – with the full panel convening every 4 months for an
update on progress.
More information on the Social Housing Residents Panel is available
here.

Boost for UK fishing industry with
funding for new infrastructure
projects

Funding to expand processing facilities for popular British fish like
Scottish salmon, mackerel and herring are some of the projects which will
modernise infrastructure across the UK seafood sector following a £20 million
Government investment.

Part of the £100 million UK Seafood Fund, the announcement comes as a further
£30 million is being made available today (25 November 2022) for
infrastructure projects as the latest round of funding opens for bidding.

The UK Seafood Fund is a landmark government investment supporting the long-
term future and sustainability of the UK fishing and seafood industry, with
the infrastructure strand of the Fund helping to pay for upgrades to ports,
processing and aquaculture facilities so they can meet future demand whilst
also boosting jobs and economic growth.

The infrastructure scheme also supports businesses to become more
environmentally sustainable, with successful bidders in Round 1 investing in
greener technologies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapting to more
reusable materials.

Successful bidders from the first round of infrastructure funding include:

Denholm Seafoods who with almost £3 million funding will install new
equipment to increase production of mackerel and herring landed at
Peterhead.

In the West Highlands, Mowi Scotland – an aquaculture processing
facility for salmon – has been awarded £2 million funding to invest in
new, modern equipment that will vastly speed up both the processing and
despatch of their products.

Fisheries Minister Mark Spencer said:
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Fishing communities are an important part of the UK’s heritage and
they make a valuable contribution to our economy so we are backing
them with funds to boost growth and opportunities across the
industry.

This funding will ensure seafood businesses throughout the supply
chain are well-equipped to keep pace with increasing demand at home
and abroad, boosting production and sustainability and building a
resilient sector for the future.

UK Government Minister for Scotland John Lamont said:

It’s fantastic to see Scottish expertise securing a share of this
multi-million pound UK Government funding. From substantially
increasing the production of mackerel and herring in Peterhead, to
speeding up the processing and sale of salmon from the West
Highlands, the investment will boost innovation and sustainability.

Scotland’s seafood, aquaculture and science sectors are world
renowned. I look forward to continuing to work closely with them to
ensure that this funding – and future allocations – helps deliver a
sustainable and profitable future.

Allan Stephen, Director at Denholm Seafoods, said:

We are delighted with the support we have received from Defra,
which from the outset has been highly productive. Securing the
Defra grant will enable Denholm Seafoods to invest in our new
freezing and production facilities which will maintain our high
quality product.

Scott Nolan, Mowi Scotland Operations Director Processing & Sales (UK and
Ireland), said: 

The upgrade to our salmon processing plant in Fort William,
Scotland, is vital to ensuring the UK remains competitive in a very
global seafood market. The UK Seafood Fund Infrastructure Scheme
comes at an important time, helping to safeguard and grow our
domestic food supply as well as securing local jobs in rural
communities.

The UK has a thriving seafood sector with exports of salmon – one of the UK’s
most important exports – worth around £600 million annually and other
abundant fish stocks such as Cornish sardines in demand on the continent for
their quality.



For the second round of the UK Seafood Fund infrastructure scheme, which is
worth £30 million and opens today, businesses will have until March 2025 to
deliver their transformational projects meaning a wider range of
organisations will be able to apply.

Defra will also shortly announce successful applicants from the Fisheries
Industry Science Partnerships (FISP) scheme, part of the UK Seafood Fund,
which funds data collection and research to support sustainable fisheries
management. The final FISP round will launch in December 2022.

More information on the UK Seafood Fund can be found
here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/uk-seafood-fund

The list of successful Round 1 projects will be available
at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-seafood-fund-infrastructure
-scheme-projects

You can find more information on the FISP scheme
here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/uk-seafood-fund-fisheries-industry-science-
partnerships-scheme
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