Press release: 200 miles and countless
tests: Porton Man three years on

Three years after it arrived, the Defence Science and Technology Laboratory’s
(Dstl) Porton Man is proving its pioneering value by helping to shape the way
the UK and the US develop the latest in suited protection against chemical
and biological (CB) warfare.

The life-size robot mimics the movement of a serviceman in combat. Built
using lightweight materials developed for Formula One racing cars, it can
walk, march, run, sit, kneel and lift its arms to sight a weapon like an
infantry soldier.

Based at Dstl’s Porton Down site in Wiltshire, it is the only robot of its
kind in the world that can carry out real-time tests. This enhanced
capability allows scientists can assess chemical penetration through
materials as it happens during exposure in a specially designed contained
chamber.

Dstl scientists say this model of Porton Man is a step change in technology
and while a number of similar systems exist around the world, they are unable
to conduct live agent chemical warfare agent tests.

The model has initiated a close working relationship with US Department of
Defence resulting in Porton Man now being used by the US to support Chemical,
Biological and Radiological (CBR) programmes.

Dr. Terrence G. D’'Onofrio is a US Scientist who has been working with the
Dstl team for the last two years, says: “The ability to measure cumulative
and real-time breakthrough of actual chemical agent through a whole-system
protective ensemble is a critical advancement for protecting our forces. Such
a capability is an important opportunity to expand international
collaboration, promote interoperability of equipment between the nations, and
assist with burden sharing of research, testing, and evaluation”.

Since its introduction Porton Man has run over 200 miles, carried out an
extensive number of trials and has been exposed to various chemical warfare
agents.

Chemical and biological warfare is very much still a world-wide threat;
historically, older Porton Man models helped introduce the current UK in-
service CBR suits (MK4a). This new Porton Man has now been involved in an
extensive number of chemical warfare trials and is providing ‘never seen
before’ results, which will inform design of the next generation of CBR
protection.

Porton Man video
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Press release: Foreign Secretary
statement on Kurdish referendum

Commenting on the referendum being held in the Kurdish Region of Iraq,
Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson said:

The UK does not support this referendum and continues to back the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Iraq. We believe that any
referendum should be agreed with the Government of Iraq.

With our international allies, we proposed an alternative plan
which would have seen negotiations take place between the
Government of Iraq and the Kurdistan Regional Government to address
all issues of dispute. This alternative would have given the
opportunity for the aspirations of the Kurdish people to be met. It
is regrettable that a part of the Kurdish leadership rejected the
proposal.

The long-term security and prosperity of Iraq and Iragis can only
be met through dialogue and cooperation. I urge all sides to
refrain from provocative statements and actions in the aftermath of
the referendum. The priority must remain the defeat of Daesh and
returning stability to liberated areas.

Further information

News story: Apply to the Attorney
General’s Civil Panel Counsel

The competition to refresh the London C panel is now open.

Members of the C panel will be expected to have at least 2 years’ experience
in actual practice (from end of second 6 months’ pupillage for barristers or
date of commencement of advocacy for solicitors).

Appointments will be for 5 years. Those appointed to the C panel will often
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provide (but not exclusively) the A and B panel members of the future and so
should have the potential to join the A panel.

There are vacancies on the panel in all areas of public and private law. The
Attorney General is particularly looking to deepen capacity in:

Application

For details about the eligibility requirements and the application process,
read the Junior Counsel to the Crown The Attorney General’s London Panels
Information for applicants 2017 (PDF, 79KB, 9 pages)

To apply, you must first email PanelCounsel@governmentlegal.gov.uk and
register an interest. Please note that registering an interest does not
commit you to making an application if you later decide not to do so.

Once you have registered, you will be given a link to access our online
portal and download the application pack.

Completed applications must be submitted by midday on Tuesday 31 October
2017.

Further information and mentoring

If you have any queries, contact the Government Legal Department Panel
Counsel team via email panelcounsel@governmentlegal.gov.uk or on 020 7210
1506.

We encourage applications from a wide range of those eligible to apply.
Therefore we will put advocates who want to discuss the application process
for the C Panel in touch with an established Panel member as a mentor. The
mentor will discuss the application process, the eligibility criteria and the
presentation of relevant information on the application form either by
telephone or in person.

If you are considering applying and want a mentor, please contact the
Government Legal Department Panel Counsel team, via email
anna.rickard@governmentlegal.gov.uk before 5pm on 6 October 2017.

News story: David Davis’ opening
remarks at the start of the fourth
round of EU exit negotiations

Thank you Michel.
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I'm pleased to be back in Brussels with you for the fourth round of
negotiations.

We expect this to be a busy week. One that will set us on the important path
towards our future partnership. The Prime Minister’s speech on Friday set out
clearly the leadership and flexibility needed to make a success of these
negotiations.

This round, for me, will be about building on the technical work done in
previous rounds and the concrete proposals provided by the speech in
Florence. It will be now for our teams to work through those details this
week.

On Citizens’' Rights we will incorporate the agreement fully into UK law and
take steps to ensure consistent interpretation. We hope to make progress on
issues like the onward movement of UK citizens in the EU, and voting rights
in local elections. We both want to avoid changes to the way citizens enjoy
their rights and our proposals will deliver that.

On Northern Ireland and Ireland we made good progress at the last round, as
you said, with a common desire to maintain the Common Travel Area and protect
the Good Friday Agreement. This week will now be about crunching through the
technical detail of how we, together, make that happen.

On the financial settlement, as part of a smooth and orderly exit, we do not
want our EU partners to worry that they will need to pay more or receive less
over the remainder of the current budget plan as a result of our decision to
leave. The UK will honour commitments we have made during the period of our
membership.

But it’s obvious that reaching a conclusion on this issue can only be done in
the context of and in accordance with our new deep and special partnership
with the EU.

So the UK is absolutely committed to work through the detail.

We are laying out concrete proposals and there are no excuses for standing in
the way of progress.

It will take pragmatism on both sides to make headway, and I hope we can
achieve that this week.

Thank you.

Press release: PM meeting with Irish
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Taoiseach Leo Varadkar: 25 Sept 2017

The Prime Minister welcomed Taoiseach Leo Varadkar to Downing Street today to
discuss the importance of devolved Government being restored to Northern
Ireland as soon as possible and the UK Government’s steadfast commitment to
the Belfast Agreement and its successors.

Both leaders recognised the progress made by the parties in Northern Ireland
and the Prime Minister welcomed the efforts and support of the Irish
Government on achieving a successful outcome. There was also a shared
acknowledgement of the outstanding issues that remained for the parties and
the need for their continued work towards an agreement to ensure Northern
Ireland has the political stability it needs.

The Prime Minister made clear how the UK will be the strongest friend and
partner to the EU after we leave the EU and how maintaining the reciprocal
arrangements for the Common Travel Area and the citizenship rights guaranteed
by the Belfast Agreement were at heart of our approach.

On the border between Northern Ireland and Ireland, the Prime Minister
reaffirmed that we will not accept any physical infrastructure at the border
and how we are working on delivering a practical solution that allows for the
most seamless possible movement of goods between the UK and EU.

The Prime Minister thanked the Taoiseach for his welcome of her Florence
speech and they discussed the period of implementation which would enable
people and businesses — both in the UK and in the EU — to adjust to the new
arrangements in a smooth and orderly way.

They also spoke about the ongoing trade dispute between Boeing and Bombardier
and their shared concern about the impact this could have on jobs and
livelihoods in Northern Ireland and the Prime Minister recognised the Irish
Government’s support on resolving this important issue.

The Prime Minister said how she looked forward to continuing the special ties
and close cooperation between the two countries and she also gave her strong
support for Ireland’s 2023 Rugby World Cup bid and the benefits this would
bring to the sport and to Ireland and Northern Ireland.
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