
Speech: PM’s address to British Troops
at Tapa Military Base in Estonia

I’m delighted to be here today and to have this opportunity to pay tribute to
all of you for the work you are doing in this vital NATO mission to protect
the security of the Alliance’s Eastern flank.

Russia’s continued aggression represents a growing danger to our friends here
in Estonia – as well as in Latvia, Lithuania and Poland. And our response
must be clear and unequivocal.

That is why this mission that you are carrying out is so important. By
stepping up NATO’s deterrence and defence posture, you are showing that we
are equipped to respond to any threat we face. You are showing that we are
ready to do so. And you are showing – through our actions as well as our
words – that our collective commitment to NATO’s Article 5 remains as strong
as ever. And that an attack on any one of our NATO allies, would be treated
an attack on us all.

So I am proud that over 800 British servicemen and women are here leading a
multinational effort, together with their French and Danish partners, and
working alongside their Estonian hosts – and that this British deployment is
one of the largest we have made to Eastern Europe in recent times.

For when a nation like Russia deliberately violates the rules based
international order that we have worked so hard to create, we must come
together with our allies to defend that international system – and the
liberal values of democracy, human rights and the rule of law by which we
stand.

I am clear that Britain will always stand with our allies in defence of these
values.

From the fight against Daesh in Iraq and Syria to our commitment to meet the
target of spending 2 per cent of our GDP on defence, we have been at the
forefront of the NATO alliance and that is exactly where we will remain.

And while we are leaving the European Union, as I have said many times, we
are not leaving Europe. So the United Kingdom is unconditionally committed to
maintaining Europe’s security. And we will continue to offer aid and
assistance to EU member states that are the victims of armed aggression,
terrorism and natural or manmade disasters.

Our resolve to draw on the full weight of our military, intelligence,
diplomatic and development resources, to lead international action, with our
partners, on the issues that affect the security and prosperity of our
peoples is unchanged.

And our determination to defend the stability, security and prosperity of our
European neighbours and friends remains steadfast.
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But these commitments are only possible because of the work that you are
doing.

It is your work across differences in language, culture and technology that
has brought together an international combat-ready battlegroup able to defend
the Baltic region by responding to the full range of threats that might
exist.

It is your part in the current series of major multinational NATO exercises
that is helping to provide deterrence and demonstrate our military capability
to counter those who would threaten us.

It is your deployment – in the British case, the fielding of a combined arms
battlegroup – that is reassuring our European partners of the scale and scope
of our commitment to their security.

And beyond your military contribution, the work you are doing in communities
across Estonia is deepening the friendship between our countries and our
peoples – and showing you to be some of the finest ambassadors we have.

As with all our brilliant servicemen and women – and I know I speak for
President Macron, Prime Minister Ratas and Prime Minister Rasmussen too when
I say this: our countries have nothing but the deepest admiration for
everything you have achieved and the exceptional courage and professionalism
that you have demonstrated in achieving it.

Away from your families for months at a time, the sacrifices you make, the
expertise that you bring and that sense of service that you embody is what
gives meaning to the commitments we make and the values that we stand for.

So as many of you move on shortly to new deployments, I hope you will do so
with an incredible sense of pride.

And to the British servicemen and women in particular, let me say a heartfelt
thank you, on behalf of our whole country, for all that you have done here in
Estonia, for the security of this region, for the commitments of this
Alliance and for the defence of the values and the way of life that we all
hold dear.

News story: Contract termination
notice

In line with announcements in March 2017, the NDA has now served notice of
termination to Cavendish Fluor Partnership (CFP) for the management and
decommissioning of the UK’s 12 Magnox reactor and research sites.

http://www.government-world.com/news-story-contract-termination-notice-2/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-contract-termination-notice-2/


The termination notice is effective from 1 September 2017, allowing for a 24
month notice period, ending on 31 August 2019.

NDA and CFP have reached agreement on the work to be performed on the sites
during the contract’s remaining two years, as well as the arrangements and
agreed state in which CFP will leave the sites at the end of the contract.

The NDA continues to believe that this is the best course of action for the
taxpayer, removing the legal risk and ensuring the continued safe, secure
operations of the sites.

Press release: Welsh Secretary in
clarion call for Welsh companies to
capitalise on Middle Eastern trade
opportunities

Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns will travel to the Middle East today
for a series of meetings with Qatari investors to discuss the many commercial
opportunities that Wales as part of a strong global Britain has to offer.

Mr Cairns will meet with the CEO of Qatar Airways HE Akbar Al Baker, who
confirmed earlier this month that Cardiff to Doha service on the airline will
take to the skies on 1 May 2018. He will then be hosted by an audience of
senior members of the Qatari Businessmen Association before meeting with
Qatari Diar Real Estate Investment Company to offer post EU exit assurances
for their continued investment strategy in the UK.

To round of his busy schedule, Mr Cairns will be the British Ambassador’s
Guest of Honour at a Red Arrows display in Qatar as part of a Middle East
tour designed to promote the United Kingdom’s long-standing relations across
the Gulf.

Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns said:

The UK Government is strongly committed to fostering greater
commercial engagement, partnerships and opportunities with Qatar.
The UK Government has worked closely with Qatar Airways to secure
this ground-breaking air route to the Middle East from Wales. I’m
determined to take commercial relationships between Wales and Qatar
to the next level.

That is why I am visiting this important trading partner today.
From government trade missions, to the opportunities the new daily
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Cardiff to Doha service presents, I want Wales to be on the front
foot to exploit every opportunity we have to increase Middle
Eastern investment on Welsh shores.

Qatar is already the UK’s third largest export market in the Middle East and
also accounts for £35 billion of existing investment in the UK. Bilateral
trade is valued at more than £5 billion per year and the relationship between
the two countries continues to go from strength to strength.

Mr Cairns’ visit is part of a series of international missions taken by
senior government ministers to showcase the UK’s commitment to forming even
stronger global economic, investment and security ties as we prepare to leave
the EU.

The Secretary of State for Wales visited Japan last month where he met with
leading international companies with a presence in Wales to give them the
certainty they need to expand and grow.

He also joined the Prime Minister at the biggest ever Qatar-UK Investment
Forum to be held in Britain in Birmingham earlier this year where he
highlighted Wales’ unique offer to potential inward investors from the Middle
East.

Mr Cairns added:

At a time when the UK is negotiating a new, deep and special
partnership with the European Union, it is continuing to look
outwards globally.

We want to link ourselves more closely to the fastest growing and
influential parts of the global economy – Gulf States are clearly
on that list. Qatar is leading the way as one of the fastest
growing economies in the world and the most competitive country in
the Middle East & North Africa.

The only sure route to success is to show continued commitment to a
country that has huge and increasing potential; values its friendly
and historic links with the UK; and maintains a strong desire to
see that relationship develop further and profitably.

The Secretary of State for Wales has written to 26,000 Welsh businesses that
have been identified as potential exporters and included a copy of a
dedicated exporting guide.

The Wales Export Guide sets out the full range of support available to Welsh
businesses from the UK Government and contains inspiring stories of companies
based in Wales that are successfully exporting.

All the information companies in Wales need can be found here

https://www.great.gov.uk/uk/cy


NOTES TO EDITORS

The Prime Minister has made building on existing links between the UK
and the Gulf a priority. On her visit to the Gulf Co-operation Council
(GCC) in Bahrain in December last year the Prime Minister expressed her
commitment to a true partnership between the UK and Qatar encompassing
security and defence as well as trade.
In 2015 total UK exports to Qatar totalled £2.6 billion, with Qatar
exports to UK at £2.7 billion.
The Qatar 2030 National Vision creates significant potential for the
future as Qatar’s social and economic development plan for the coming
years. It seeks to build a bridge between the present and the future and
aims to propel Qatar forward by diversifying its economy away from oil
and gas, and focusing on social, environmental and human development.

Press release: PM: Britain is
unconditionally committed to the
defence and security of Europe

Prime Minster Theresa May will reiterate Britain’s ongoing commitment to
maintaining European security as she visits British troops in Estonia.

The 800 UK soldiers stationed in Tapa are part of NATO’s Enhanced Forward
Presence in Eastern Europe. They have been at the base since April leading a
NATO battlegroup alongside Estonian and French armed forces, providing
deterrence in the face of increasing Russian assertiveness. They will be
joined by troops from Denmark in the new year.

The Prime Minister will be joined on the visit to Tapa by President Macron of
France and Estonia’s Prime Minister Ratas.

She is in Estonia for a meeting of EU leaders at the Tallinn Digital Summit,
where she will call for greater global cooperation to tackle the growing
threat of hostile cyber activity. She will be accompanied by Ciaran Martin,
CEO of the UK’s National Cyber Security Centre, to share his expertise on
this agenda.

Speaking ahead of her visit to Estonia, the Prime Minister said:

From terrorism to cyber-crime, illegal migration to Russian
aggression, the threats we face as Europeans are increasing in
their scale and complexity. Now more than ever it is in all our
interests to confront them together.
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With the largest defence budget in Europe, a far-reaching
diplomatic network, world-class security, intelligence and law
enforcement services, and our position at the heart of NATO, the
UK’s role in Europe’s defence has never been more vital.

As we prepare for Brexit, I want to build a bold, new security
partnership with the EU. A partnership that reflects our shared
history, promotes our common values, and maintains a secure and
prosperous Europe.

NATO remains the bedrock of our collective security, and there is
no clearer demonstration of the UK’s unconditional commitment to
Europe’s defence than the 800 British troops now in Tapa, leading a
NATO battlegroup and standing shoulder to shoulder with their
Estonian, French and soon their Danish counterparts too.

We will continue to work with our NATO allies, our European
neighbours and the EU, to support a future partnership of
unprecedented breadth and depth, that will guarantee the security
and stability of the continent for generations to come.

Addressing the Tallinn Digital Summit later today, the Prime Minister will
highlight recent cyber-attacks in the UK and Europe and the danger this poses
to our shared security. She will urge member states to work more closely
together to combat the threat to our democratic institutions, financial
systems and public sectors.

As part of Britain’s commitment to deepen its security partnership with
Europe, the Prime Minister will offer to share UK expertise – including
through the world-leading National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) – to help EU
nations build up their own cyber-security capability and resistance to
attacks.

For instance, she will invite member states to take part in an event hosted
by the NCSC next month, in the wake of recent attempts to undermine election
processes in the West. Nations will come together to share information and
learn from each other’s experiences in order to strengthen the collective
global response to this growing threat to our democracies and way of life.

Speech: “As a long standing friend of
the Burmese people, the United Kingdom
has watched in horror at the violence
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that has erupted over the past month.”

Statement by Ambassador Jonathan Allen, UK Deputy Permanent Representative to
the United Nations, at the Security Council briefing on Burma

Thank you Mr President and thank you Mr Secretary-General for your briefing,
and for all that you have done to bring this issue before the Council.

As a long standing friend of the Burmese people, the United Kingdom has
watched in horror at the violence that has erupted over the past month. What
began as a series of attacks by the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army has
spiralled into an acute humanitarian crisis – one which now poses a threat to
stability and security in the region.

We have all heard the reports, Mr President. We have all heard of the
extrajudicial killings, the burning of villages. We’ve heard of the cruelty;
the sexual violence, the landmines laid along routes taken by refugees. Half
a million people have fled, many bearing the scars of the violence.

The vast majority are Rohingya Muslims, although they also include Buddhists,
Hindus, and other minorities. But make no mistake, this is a human tragedy
and an acute humanitarian crisis that has exploded at an almost unprecedented
speed.

At the outset, I want to pay tribute to the government and people of
Bangladesh for providing safety and shelter to so many until they can return
safely, voluntarily, and sustainably to their homes in Burma. I also want to
acknowledge the important diplomatic efforts undertaken by Indonesia, ASEAN,
the OIC, and the United Nations. It is becoming increasingly clear, Mr
President, that world opinion, whether among countries or international
organisations, is aligning on this issue.

In the face of such opinion, it falls to Burma – and in particular the
Burmese military – to respond. For it is the Burmese military who bear the
primary responsibility for resolving this crisis. There is a way out.

First, the Burmese military, under Commander in Chief Min Aung Hlaing, must
immediately stop the violence in Rakhine State and ensure the protection of
all civilians, including the Rohingya. In this chamber I repeat my
government’s condemnation of the attacks carried out by the ARSA last month.
But military operations in response have been excessive and vigilante groups
have carried out sectarian violence unchecked. This cannot continue. The hate
speech and incitement to violence must stop. The Burmese military must act
immediately and uphold the rule of law and we are particularly concerned to
ensure that the violence doesn’t spread to central Rakhine.

Second, the Burmese authorities need to grant UN agencies and their partners
full and unhindered humanitarian access to Rakhine. We welcome the
government’s cooperation with humanitarian agencies such as the International
Committee of the Red Cross and we welcome the Red Cross’s efforts to respond
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to the crisis. But the humanitarian needs inside Rakhine vastly exceed the
Red Cross’s capacity. Only UN agencies and their partners can provide urgent,
life-saving assistance at the scale required. We believe the authorities
should calm anti-United Nations rhetoric and stop it immediately in state
media outlets.

Third, Burma should work with Bangladesh to establish a safe, voluntary, and
sustainable way for those who have fled Rakhine to return to their homes. We
welcome the civilian government’s commitment to the right of return. But
previous arrangements have been inadequate. There needs to be a process which
allows those who have fled to register themselves as refugees. It needs to be
a process which acknowledges that many fled without documents or never had
them in the first place, a process which allows people to return to their
homes and places of origin safely, voluntarily, and sustainably. And we
welcome the UN’s willingness to support this.

Fourth, the recommendations of the Annan Commission on Rakhine State must be
implemented swiftly and in full. We welcome the Burmese authorities’ public
commitment to this and the establishment of a Ministerial Implementation
Committee. It is essential that we now see progress, particularly on
citizenship.

Fifth, we urge the Burmese authorities to cooperate with the UN Fact-Finding
Mission established by the Human Rights Council. If the Burmese authorities
have any doubt about what is happening, this is how reports can be
independently verified and those responsible held to account.

Mr President, this Council deliberates many crises around the world. But the
situation in Burma strikes many of us around this table with particular
poignancy. Many of us here today have stood by the people of Burma for long
years, have watched the inspiring steps taken towards democracy, and have
welcomed the country back into the international community with open arms.

Given our history and long-standing friendship with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, the
UK is perhaps foremost. And we remain committed to Burma and to all of its
people. We want to see further progress towards democracy. And we want Burma
to thrive within the international community. And it is because of that
commitment, Mr President, that we speak so frankly today in this Chamber.
This crisis now casts a deep shadow over Burma’s international reputation, on
its leaders and its military.

The Burmese authorities must now take the decisions that will decide their
place in history. They can choose to end the violence and protect civilians
and defend human rights. They can choose to allow humanitarian access
including by the United Nations. They can work with Bangladesh on the return
of refugees and they can address the long-term issues raised by the Annan
commission.

But should they fail to do so, they will find themselves on the wrong side of
history. And this Council must be ready to take further action.

Thank you, Mr President.


