
Press release: Taking antibiotics when
you don’t need them puts you at risk

As the Chief Medical Officer and experts around the world warn of a ‘post-
antibiotic apocalypse’ and ‘the end of modern medicine’, Public Health
England launches a major new campaign to help ‘Keep Antibiotics Working’.

The campaign warns people that taking antibiotics when they are not needed
puts them at risk of a more severe or longer infection, and urges people to
take their doctor’s advice on antibiotics.

Public Health England’s ESPAUR report reveals that as antibiotic resistance
grows, the options for treatment decrease. Worryingly, 4 in 10 patients with
an E.coli bloodstream infection in England cannot be treated with the most
commonly used antibiotic in hospitals.

Antibiotics are essential to treat serious bacterial infections, such as
meningitis, pneumonia and sepsis, but they are frequently being used to treat
illnesses, such as coughs, earache and sore throats that can get better by
themselves.

Taking antibiotics encourages harmful bacteria that live inside you to become
resistant. That means that antibiotics may not work when you really need
them. It is estimated that at least 5,000 deaths are caused every year in
England because antibiotics no longer work for some infections and this
figure is set to rise with experts predicting that in just over 30 years
antibiotic resistance will kill more people than cancer and diabetes
combined.

The ‘Keep Antibiotics Working’ campaign urges the public to always trust
their doctor, nurse or pharmacist’s advice as to when they need antibiotics
and if they are prescribed, take antibiotics as directed and never save them
for later use or share them with others. The campaign also provides effective
self-care advice to help individuals and their families feel better if they
are not prescribed antibiotics.

Professor Paul Cosford, Medical Director at Public Health England, comments:

Antibiotic resistance is not a distant threat, but is in fact one
of the most dangerous global crises facing the modern world today.
Taking antibiotics when you don’t need them puts you and your
family at risk of developing infections which in turn cannot be
easily treated with antibiotics. Without urgent action from all of
us, common infections, minor injuries and routine operations will
become much riskier. PHE’s ‘Keep Antibiotics Working’ campaign
helps to explain the risks of antibiotic resistance to the public.
It is important for people to understand that if they are feeling
under the weather and see their GP or a nurse, antibiotics may not
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be prescribed if they are not effective for their condition, but
they should expect to have a full discussion about how to manage
their symptoms.

Professor Dame Sally Davies, Chief Medical Officer, comments:

Without effective antibiotics, minor infections could become deadly
and many medical advances could be at risk; surgery, chemotherapy
and caesareans could become simply too dangerous. But reducing
inappropriate use of antibiotics can help us stay ahead of
superbugs. The public has a critical role to play and can help by
taking collective action. I welcome the launch of the ‘Keep
Antibiotics Working’ campaign, and remember that antibiotics are
not always needed so always take your doctor’s advice.

Health Minister Steve Brine said:

Following on from the global Call to Action conference held this
month, we are asking people to help so we can make sure antibiotics
keep working. This government is firmly committed to combatting
drug resistant infections and refuses to allow modern medicine to
grind to a halt – simple steps can make a huge difference.

Dr Chris Van Tulleken, TV and of infectious diseases doctor at University
College London Hospitals, comments:

As an infectious diseases doctor, I see first-hand what happens if
antibiotics don’t work – and it’s scary. Antibiotics are not just
vital for treating serious bacterial infections, they’re needed to
help with other treatments like chemotherapy. Antibiotic resistance
is a problem that will affect every one of us, so we all have a
role to play. As GPs we are often asked to prescribe antibiotics by
patients who think that they will cure all their ills. The reality
is that antibiotics are not always needed so you shouldn’t expect
to be prescribed them by your doctor or nurse. Always take their
advice and remember that your pharmacist can recommend medicines to
help with your symptoms or pain.

Public Health England’s new campaign is part of a wider cross-government
strategy, involving the agricultural, pharmaceutical and healthcare sectors,
which tackles the threat of antibiotic resistance by increasing supply and
reducing inappropriate demand.

To help keep this precious resource in the fight against infections working,
the public are asked to play their part and urged to always take their
doctor, nurse or pharmacist’s advice on antibiotics.



For further information on antibiotics, their uses and the risk of
resistance, search ‘NHS Antibiotics’ online.

Background

The campaign will run from Monday 23 October across England for 8 weeks1.
and will be supported with advertising, partnerships with local
pharmacies and GP surgeries, and social media.

Additional data from Public Health England’s ESPAUR report illustrates:2.
four in 10 patients with an E.coli bloodstream infection in England
cannot be treated with the commonest antibiotic (co-amoxiclav) used
in hospitals; in addition, almost 1 in 5 of these bacteria were
resistant to at least 1 of 5 other key antibiotics
of the 1 million antibiotic resistant bacteria causing urinary
tract infections identified in NHS laboratories in 2016,
trimethoprim resistance was very common (37%) but the current
recommended first line treatment, nitrofurantoin, remains effective
(3%)
between 2012 and 2016, antibiotic prescribing reduced by 5%, when
measured as defined daily doses per 1000 inhabitants per day
the number of antibiotic prescriptions dispensed in General
Practice decreased by 13% between 2012 and 2016 (-2% from 2015 to
2016)
dental practices dispensed 1 in 5 fewer prescriptions in 2016
compared to 2012 and more than 99% of prescribed antibiotics were
in accordance with dental treatment guidelines
hospital prescribing has increased year on year, but has reduced
use of the last resort antibiotics (piperacillin/tazobactam and
carbapenems) by 4% between 2015 and 2016

Self-care advice provided by the ‘Keep Antibiotics Working’ campaign in3.
leaflets and materials distributed in GP surgeries and pharmacies across
England includes:

ask your pharmacist to recommend medicines to help with symptoms or
pain
get plenty of rest
drink enough fluids to avoid feeling thirsty
use paracetamol if you or your child are uncomfortable as a result
of fever – which is a sign of the body fighting infection, and
normally gets better by itself in most cases
use tissues for your nose and wash your hands frequently to avoid
spreading your infection to family and friends

If you or your child has any of these symptoms, are getting worse or are4.
sicker than you would expect (even if your or their temperature falls),
trust your instincts and seek medical advice urgently from NHS 111 or
your GP. If a child under the age of 5 has any of symptoms 1 to 3, go to
A&E immediately or call 999:

if your skin is very cold or has a strange colour, or you develop
an unusual rash
if you feel confused or have slurred speech or are very drowsy
if you have difficulty breathing; signs can include:
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breathing quickly
turning blue around the lips and the skin below the mouth
skin between or above the ribs getting sucked or pulled in with
every breath
if you develop a severe headache and are sick
if you develop chest pain
if you have difficulty swallowing or are drooling
if you cough up blood
if you are feeling a lot worse

You can download all campaign assets including the TV advert and5.
campaign imagery.

The campaign is part of a wider cross-government strategy to help6.
preserve antibiotics. The government’s UK Five Year Antimicrobial
Resistance Strategy 2013 to 2018 set out aims to improve the knowledge
and understanding of AMR, conserve and steward the effectiveness of
existing treatments, and stimulate the development of new antibiotics,
diagnostics and novel therapies. In July 2014, the Prime Minister
announced a review of antimicrobial resistance chaired by the economist
Jim O’Neill. The subsequent report, published in 2016, recommended a
number of actions to be taken globally to manage the rise of
antimicrobial resistance, including public awareness campaigns.

PHE’s ‘Keep Antibiotics Working’ campaign targets the general public and7.
is aligned Antibiotic Guardian which urges healthcare professionals and
engaged members of the public to take one of a number of pledges to help
personal and organisational commitment to preserve antibiotics.

Press release: Deputy Pubs Code
Adjudicator appointed

The Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, Greg
Clark, has today (24 October 2017) appointed Fiona Dickie as Deputy Pubs Code
Adjudicator (DPCA) who will support the Pubs Code Adjudicator, Paul Newby, in
enforcing the Pubs Code.

Pubs Code Adjudicator Paul Newby said:

I am delighted to welcome Fiona Dickie to the team. Fiona’s 12
years’ judicial experience, including in complex and high-value
cases, will be the perfect foundation to her role as Deputy Pubs
Code Adjudicator. I look forward to working with her to improve
conditions for tied tenants up and down the country.
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Deputy Pubs Code Adjudicator Fiona Dickie said:

I am very proud to be appointed as Deputy Pubs Code Adjudicator. I
look forward to using my legal background to offer a just and
proportionate resolution to disputes, and to ensuring compliance
with the Code to support a fair, thriving pubs industry and the
local communities they serve. I encourage all interested parties to
work with the Pubs Code Adjudicator.

Margot James, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Small Business,
Consumers and Corporate Responsibility, said:

The Pubs Code helps thousands of tied tenants across the country to
secure a better deal and Fiona’s role will further strengthen this
vital work.

Her extensive legal knowledge, dispute resolution skills and
experience of complex cases will be invaluable assets in her new
role.

Fiona Dickie will take up her role on 1 November 2017, working 4 days per
week. She will be based in Birmingham.

Notes to editors

Fiona Dickie was called to the Bar in 1993. She has been a Vice1.
President of the Valuation Tribunal for England since July 2009, and was
appointed Judge of First-tier Tribunal (Property Chamber) in 2013 (after
serving as a Lawyer Chairman of its predecessor tribunal from 2006). She
was accredited as a Civil Mediator by the Alternative Dispute Resolution
(ADR) Group in 2005. She was also appointed as a Road User Charging
Adjudicator (RUCA) in 2004, and appointed as an Examiner of the Court in
2004.

This appointment is made in accordance with the code of practice for the2.
Office of the Commissioner for Public Appointments (OCPA). The
appointment is made for an initial term of 2 years.

The Pubs Code regulates the relationship between all businesses owning3.
500 or more tied pubs in England and Wales and their tied tenants. The
Deputy Pubs Code Adjudicator will support the Pubs Code Adjudicator and
will have the same powers as the Adjudicator to arbitrate individual
disputes about breaches of the Pubs Code (including disputes on rent and
market rent only options), investigate suspected systemic breaches of
the Code more widely across the sector, provide advice and guidance
about the Code and report on unfair business practices.



The Statutory Pubs Code was introduced in May 2016. In the first year4.
the Pubs Code Adjudicator has accepted 156 cases for arbitration and
made 48 arbitration awards. Anyone with a stake in the pub business is
encouraged to work with the Pubs Code Adjudicator and Deputy Pubs Code
Adjudicator to raise the profile of the Code and improve relationships
across the industry.

News story: Government outlines next
steps for delivering airport expansion

Transport Secretary Chris Grayling has today (24 October 2017) set out the
next stage of delivering a third runway at Heathrow Airport.

The government is on track to publish final proposals for expansion at
Heathrow in the first half of 2018 for a vote in Parliament.

Now the public have until 19 December to consider and respond to new evidence
in the revised draft Airports National Policy Statement, including long term
aviation forecasts and the new government National air quality plan.

Once MPs approve the final document, it will set the planning policy
framework which the airport needs in order to bring forward a planning
application for the new north-west runway.

An expanded Heathrow Airport would be more accessible to the rest of the
country thanks to HS2, Crossrail and at least 6 more domestic flight routes.

Key benefits of a new Heathrow runway are expected to be:

a £74 billion benefit to passengers and the wider UK economy over 60
years
tens of thousands of additional local jobs by 2030
an additional 260,000 flights a year, with an extra 16 million long haul
seats for passengers travelling from UK airports in 2040
reduced fares, fewer delays and more daily destinations for passengers

Benefits of Heathrow Airport expansion

Transport Secretary Chris Grayling said:

Airport expansion is one of the most important type of
infrastructure project for the UK – both in boosting our economy
and jobs and promoting us on the world stage.

Leaving the EU is a new chapter for Britain and provides us with a
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great opportunity to forge a new role in the world. We are
determined to seize that opportunity and having the right
infrastructure in place will allow us to build a more global
Britain.

The case for expanding Heathrow is as strong as ever and we want to
hear your views on it. This is an important consultation and I
encourage everybody to get involved across the UK.

On 25 October 2016, the Transport Secretary confirmed that the government’s
preferred scheme for adding new runway capacity in the south-east was through
a new north-west runway at Heathrow Airport.

This preference was reached in the interests of the whole of the UK and would
make sure Britain has the connections it needs to thrive in the global
market, sending a clear signal that Britain is open for business.

Heathrow is already the UK’s biggest freight port by value and a new runway
would provide a post-Brexit boost for exports. Heathrow’s expansion would
open up new links between the UK and markets around the world. It would
connect UK goods and services to global customers and make the UK a more
attractive location for inward investment.

Expansion at Heathrow is also an opportunity to strengthen the frequency of
existing domestic routes and develop new domestic connections from regional
airports to London and new global markets.

A third runway will double freight capacity at the airport and allow
businesses across the country the opportunity to boost their exports.

Heathrow Airport will be more accessible to the Midlands and the North of
England thanks to HS2 via the interchange at Old Oak Common from 2026.

Have your say on Heathrow Airport expansion

The revised draft Airports National Policy Statement sets the planning policy
framework which an applicant would have to comply with in order to get
development consent for building a new north-west runway, including:

delivering at least 6 more domestic routes across the UK by 2030
providing a world-class package of support for communities affected,
including noise insulation for homes and schools
setting legally binding noise targets, periods of predictable respite
and a ban of 6 and a half hours on scheduled night flights
paying home owners 25% above market value rate plus costs for the
compulsory purchase of their homes if needed to make way for the new
runway

We are also building on Heathrow’s pledges on compensation to put forward a
world-class package worth up to £2.6 billion. This will include fully noise
insulating homes, schools and community building most affected by noise and a
Community Compensation Fund which could raise up to £50 million per year.
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Planning consent will only be granted if the new runway can be delivered in
accordance with our air quality and climate change obligations.

The Transport Secretary has also made airport noise for communities a top
priority and will now have the power to review any changes to flight paths
where they are of national significance.

He also launched the Independent Commission for Civil Aviation Noise (ICCAN)
to give communities confidence that any proposed airspace changes
appropriately consider the impact of aviation noise.

The measures will also enable greater use of new technology to manage
airspace more effectively – helping tackle delays, cut emissions and reduce
the need for stacking above our busiest airports.

The revised draft Airports National Policy Statement is still subject to
Parliamentary scrutiny by a Select Committee. This can be conducted
concurrently with the consultation announced today.

Only after Select Committee scrutiny is complete will any final Airports
National Policy Statement be laid before Parliament for debate and the
opportunity for a vote in the House of Commons.

Following designation of the Airports National Policy Statement, Heathrow
Airport would be expected to submit a development consent application to the
Planning Inspectorate.

As part of this process, the airport will have to consult with local
communities on the detailed proposals of its scheme.

The Planning Inspectorate, taking on board representations from communities,
will make a recommendation to the Secretary of State for Transport on whether
planning consent should be granted for the Heathrow Northwest Runway scheme.

Statement to Parliament: Aviation
update 24 October 2017

This time last year, the government selected a new north-west runway at
Heathrow as its preferred scheme for delivering much-needed new airport
capacity in the south-east. This was a move made in the national interest –
to spread the opportunity to travel and trade throughout the UK, through more
flights between our global aviation hub and our regional airports.

In the last 12 months we have published a draft Airports National Policy
Statement (NPS), and been listening to views through a major consultation
exercise. We have also published a new National air quality plan and taken
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steps to address the impact of noise around our airports, which are set out
below. Heathrow Airport themselves have been working with airlines to bring
down the cost of the proposed scheme, in line with the ambition I set out to
keep landing charges as close as possible to current levels. Now that the
select committee has been reconstituted, we remain on track to bring forward
a final Airports National Policy Statement for a vote in this House in the
first half of next year.

Today (24 March 2017) I am publishing updated aviation demand forecasts which
show that the need for additional runway capacity is even greater than
originally thought. They show that all 5 of London’s main airports will be
completely full by the mid-2030s, and 4 of them within a decade. Crucially,
they also show us that the north-west runway scheme at Heathrow is the one
which delivers the greatest benefits soonest. In addition, it continues to
offer the greatest choice in terms of destinations and frequency of vital
long-haul routes. Heathrow handles more freight by value than all other UK
airports combined and it has superior connections to the rest of the UK
through road, rail and domestic flights.

Today I am beginning a short period of consultation on the revised draft
Airports NPS to allow people to consider these updated forecasts, alongside
other new evidence which was unavailable at the time of the initial
consultation. This includes the National air quality plan which was published
in July 2017. Updated analysis of this shows that the Heathrow north-west
runway scheme can be delivered without the UK breaching its air quality
obligations. We will continue to ensure that if expansion goes ahead at
Heathrow, it is delivered according to air quality obligations through a
suitable package of mitigation and policy measures.

This period of consultation will focus on those elements of the draft
Airports NPS affected by the updated evidence and will run for 8 weeks until
19th December. I have asked Sir Jeremy Sullivan to continue in his role as an
independent adviser to oversee this process, and I am grateful to him for his
work.

The revised draft Airports NPS has been laid in the library of the House and
will also receive select committee scrutiny. The recommendations they make
will be an important consideration as we move forward. As required by section
9(6) of the(Planning Act 2008, I am specifying a ‘relevant period’ for
Parliamentary scrutiny. This will start today and end on 23 March 2018.

Alongside this, our work to develop a new aviation strategy will look beyond
a potential new runway at Heathrow, and will set out an ambitious long-term
vision for the sector, which will support economic growth across the whole of
the UK. In addition to considering how we can make best use of existing
capacity at all airports around the country, it will look at any future need
for new capacity away from Heathrow, whilst tackling environmental impacts.

The impact of noise from aircraft is a national issue, and alongside the
initial consultation on the draft Airports NPS, we also consulted on
proposals to support modernisation of the way UK airspace is managed. Today I
am also publishing the response to that consultation, and confirm we will be
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establishing a new independent noise body to ensure communities around our
airports have a say in airspace changes which may affect them. Along with a
new call-in power for the Secretary of State for Transport on airspace
changes of national importance, this is designed to rebuild the trust lost in
the industry by communities and provide democratic accountability for the
most significant decisions.

In addition, the measures I am outlining today will enable us to make much
greater use of new technology, giving us the ability to manage our airspace
more effectively to tackle delays, cut emissions and reduce the need for
stacking above our busiest airports. They will also help support the airspace
changes we need in our skies to meet future demand – including a potential
third runway at Heathrow.

Today’s announcement marks another important step as we work to ensure the UK
has the connectivity we need right now to lead on the world stage.

Press release: Improved journeys to
South West a step closer as A303
preferred route announced

Highways England announced the preferred route for the dualling of a 30 mile
section of the A303 between Sparkford and Ilchester.

The move for the £179 million scheme follows the recent announcement of the
preferred route for the £1.6 billion upgrade of the A303 further up the road
near Stonehenge.

Transport Secretary Chris Grayling said:

The government is taking the big decisions for Britain’s future and
investing in the biggest roads upgrade in a generation.

Our major upgrade to the A303, linking the M3 in the south-east and
the M5 in the south-west, will create an expressway to boost the
regional economy and provide better transport links.

As part of this work, the £179 million upgrade between Sparkford
and Ilchester will cut congestion, reduce journey times and improve
safety for all road users.

Jim O’Sullivan, Highways England chief executive, said:
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The A303 is a vital route between the South West and the rest of
the country and this upgrade is absolutely necessary to provide
much needed capacity and to relieve the congestion which drivers
have suffered for years.

People who responded to our consultation earlier this year
demonstrated strong support for option one, which closely follows
the route of the existing A303 and so would have less impact on the
rural setting.

We now look forward to continue to work with our partners and the
local community to develop more detailed proposals to start
construction in 2020.

In the meantime, we invite visitors to our planned drop-in sessions
where we can discuss the preferred route with those interested.

As part of its £15bn investment in motorways and main ‘A’ roads the
Government is committed to upgrading all remaining sections of the A303
between the M3 and M5 to dual carriageway standard, starting with three
schemes: those on the A303 at Stonehenge and between Sparkford and Ilchester,
and the third on the A358 between Taunton and Southfields.

Two options for the three-mile section between Sparkford and Ilchester were
consulted on earlier this year. The preferred route will support the local
economy to grow by making the area more accessible for both tourism and
business.

The proposed route will offer a high quality dual carriageway with new two-
level junction access with local roads and communities. The proposal will
protect biodiversity and road users would benefit from the shorter route.

It will improve local access for pedestrians, equestrians and cyclists.

Formal consultation is due to take place early next year along with the
submission of a development consent order planning application.

Two public drop-in events where people can view the preferred route and talk
to our project experts will be held at:

Haynes Motor Museum, Wolverlands, Sparkford, Yeovil BA22 7LH Tuesday 7
November 2017 3pm to 7pm
Haynes Motor Museum, Wolverlands, Sparkford, Yeovil BA22 7LH Friday 10
November 2017 3pm to 7pm

Copies of the preferred route plans and supporting reports will also be
available at the following local information points from Tuesday 24 October:

Public Information Points

Wincanton Library, 7 Carrington Way, Wincanton, Somerset, BA9 9JS
Barrington Court, Barrington, Ilminster, TA19 0NQ



Yeovil Library, King George Street, Yeovil, Somerset, BA20 1PZ Lytes
Cary Manor, near Somerton, Somerset, TA11 7HU
South Petherton Library, St. James Street, South Petherton, Somerset,
TA13 5BS Montacute House, Montacute, TA15 6XP
Taunton Library, Paul Street, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 3XZ Somerset County
Council, County Hall, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 4DY
Martock Library, The Shopping Centre, Martock, Somerset, TA12 6DL South
Somerset District Council, Brympton Way, Yeovil, Somerset, BA20 2HT

More information about the preferred route can be viewed on the scheme
website.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.
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