News story: Millions invested in pilot
training at state-of-the-art
helicopter centre

The simulators put pilots through their paces, replicating extreme real-life
scenarios, from flying in blizzards or under enemy fire to dealing with power
failures and electronic warfare.

The deal will sustain 70 jobs at the Medium Support Helicopter Aircrew
Training Facility based at RAF Benson in South Oxfordshire.

One of the helicopter simulators in action at RAF Benson.

Defence, Equipment and Support, the MOD’'s procurement organisation, signed a
contract amendment with simulator specialist CAE Aircrew Training Services to
deliver training for Chinook, Puma and Merlin aircrews at a purpose-built
facility, extending the use of CAE’s current contract for another 8 years.

The equipment provides a realistic representation of the operating

environments the crews will fly in, including emergency situations like the
effects of icing and rotor blade damage, the impact of gun or missile fire
and electronic warfare, total electrics failure and fuel management issues.

The contract will deliver training for Chinook and Puma aircrews until the
Puma planned out-of-service date. Training for the Merlin Mk3 will continue
at the facility for at least two more years as the Royal Navy transitions
from the Mk3 to the Mk4 helicopter.

One of the UK Chinooks undertaking relief work in the Caribbean in the
aftermath of Hurricane Irma.

The centre is equipped with six CAE-built dynamic mission simulators (three
Chinook, two Merlin and one Puma), four computer-based ground school training
classrooms and a Tactical Control Centre that allows for operational mission
training.

Adrian Baguley, Director Air Support at the MOD’'s Defence
Equipment and Support, said:

The importance of effective synthetic training cannot be
underestimated and continues to play an increasingly important role
in our overall training curriculum.

The Medium Support Helicopter Aircrew Training Facility has
consistently delivered a high standard of quality training to the
operators of our front line helicopter capabilities. This agreement
continues to maintain the world-leading ground school and simulator
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training facility for our helicopter aircrews.

News story: DIO awards contract for
new jetty at HMNB Devonport 0il Fuel

Depot

DIO awarded a contract worth approximately £43 million to VolkerStevin to
construct a new jetty at Thanckes 0il Fuel Depot which provides fuelling
facilities for the Royal Navy at Devonport Naval Base.

The project will deliver a new jetty with fuel loading and fire fighting
facilities; the fire fighting facilities within the depot will also be
replaced. The jetty will be constructed within a Special Area of Conservation
on the River Tamar and the project has to comply with stringent environmental
regulations. The completed facility will service all of the Navy fuelling
requirements at Devonport.

Bill Hughes, DIO Project Manager said:

This is a key milestone in the Navy 0il Fuel Depot upgrade
programme. There have been considerable environmental challenges
and constraints that have been successfully navigated through the
excellent efforts of the Project team and we look forward to
working in collaboration with VolkerStevin to ensure the successful
delivery of this operationally critical project.

Terry 0’'Connor, DIO Account Director for VolkerStevin said:

We are delighted to have been awarded the design and construction
of the new jetty at Thanckes 0il Fuel Depot. It continues our long
association with the DIO and Royal Navy in providing key critical
infrastructure solutions and we look forward to working closely
with the project team and key stakeholders to deliver this
strategically important scheme.

The dredging and clearing works are due to commence in January 2018 with the
main piling works starting in September 2018 to avoid the annual fish
migration season. The jetty is due to be in service by November 2019. The
Thanckes Jetty is the first in a number of projects to modernise the 0il Fuel
Depots in Devonport and Portsmouth to service the fuelling of the Naval Fleet


http://www.government-world.com/news-story-dio-awards-contract-for-new-jetty-at-hmnb-devonport-oil-fuel-depot-2/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-dio-awards-contract-for-new-jetty-at-hmnb-devonport-oil-fuel-depot-2/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-dio-awards-contract-for-new-jetty-at-hmnb-devonport-oil-fuel-depot-2/

in both ports.

News story: United Nations Day 2017

Message from Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson:

UN Day video message from the Foreign Secretary

Minister for the UN, Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon said:

Today is a day of celebration, marking the anniversary of the founding
document of the United Nations, the UN Charter coming into force.

As Minister responsible for the United Nations, I am pleased to mark UN Day
with a renewal of our pledge to remain a strong and committed supporter of
the United Nations.

The UK recognises the enormous challenge Member States were responding to

when they agreed in the preamble of the Charter, “to unite our strength to
maintain international peace and security” and “to practice tolerance and

live together in peace with one another as good neighbours”.

The UN’s work to uphold universal values is as significant to the world today
as when the UN charter first came into force 72 years ago.

Nowhere is this more visible than the UN coming together to bring Daesh to
justice. Through UN Security Council Resolution 2379, the international
community has united to ensure that Daesh will be held accountable for the
crimes that is has committed, and that reconciliation work will help to heal
the sectarian divides that Daesh has exploited and inflamed.

Today I also want to welcome the determination of UN Secretary-General,
Antéonio Guterres, to reform and refresh the UN, whether this be in the areas
of peace and security, development and humanitarian or management reform, in
order to render it fit and able to meet the complex challenges of the 21st
Century.

The UK is proud to have been a strong supporter of the UN since its inception
and a permanent member of the Security Council, and as we look ahead, our
commitment remains resolute, both to the UN and to the universal values that
it works to uphold.



http://www.government-world.com/news-story-united-nations-day-2017/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RTB4x5TIT4Q&feature=youtu.be

Press release: Highways England and
conservation volunteers pick up top
environmental award

Highways England and a group of environmental volunteers have picked up a
major award after transforming land alongside the A30 in Devon into a hotspot
for wildlife.

The Big Biodiversity Challenge — Maintenance and Management Award was won by
Highways England and the Sticklepath and Okehampton Conservation Group (STOC)
for an innovative scheme at Blackhall Farm enhancing habitats and creating
stepping stones for wildlife species to move across the area.

The land, owned by Highways England, had already been identified as having
potential and benefits for habitat connectivity but funding needed to be
identified to take the project forward.

With the help of StOC volunteers, labour costs were kept to a minimum and
just £1400 was spent on materials and the hire of a mini digger.

Over a three year period a wetland area has been created, new hedges laid and
woodland has been looked after and actively managed at the 1.5 hectare site.

Highways England ecologist Leo Gubert, said:

I am delighted for all of us that we have won this CIRIA award. It
is a perfect example of how community involvement can result in
wonderful benefits for biodiversity on the land we manage while
providing a real sense of achievement for everyone involved.

The hard working volunteers from StOC kept working under all
weather conditions with a never fading enthusiasm. It has been a
real pleasure to work with them.

The new approach of Highways England ecologists working alongside volunteers
has seen numerous benefits at Blackhall Farm, including:

e An explosion in wild flower species providing foraging habitat for
pollinators

e A large woodland area thinned and coppiced and hedges laid providing
habitat for dormice, birds, invertebrates and other small mammals

e Habitat created for aquatic species, including a rare local damselfly

St0C group coordinator Mike Watson said:

The group has thoroughly enjoyed taking part in this project with
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Highways England and Kier and it’s wonderful the work has been
recognised by this award.

It feels good to know that we have made a difference and achieved
so much in the three years we have been involved. We are looking
forward to getting back to the site and continuing the good work.

The project will continue for the foreseeable future and plans include
installing a bee bank using soil from a nearby construction scheme and
planting woodland bulbs in the coppiced area.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

Press release: Adjaye Associates and
Ron Arad Architects win UK Holocaust
Memorial International Design
Competition

Adjaye Associates, Ron Arad Architects and the landscape architects Gustafson
Porter + Bowman have been selected to design the UK’s new Holocaust Memorial
and Learning Centre.

After an international competition, with 92 entries in total and ten
finalists, Adjaye Associates, Ron Arad Architects and Gustafson Porter +
Bowman were selected unanimously as the winning team, by a jury including the
Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, the Mayor of London,
the Chief Rabbi, experts from architecture, art and design, and both first
and second generation Holocaust survivors.

The design team will be led by British architect, Sir David Adjaye, who is
known for creating sensitive yet compelling designs. His recent work includes
the National Museum of African American History and Culture in Washington
D.C. and the Idea Stores in London’s Tower Hamlets.

Located next to the Houses of Parliament in Westminster, the new UK Holocaust
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Memorial will honour the six million Jewish men, women and children who were
murdered in the Holocaust, and all other victims of Nazi persecution,
including Roma, gay and disabled people.

Its co-located Learning Centre will contextualise the memorial above and use
the stories and facts of the Holocaust to explore anti-Semitism, extremism,
Islamophobia, racism, homophobia and other forms of hatred and prejudice in
society today. From its location next to Parliament, it will ask questions
about the role of society and its institutions in encouraging respect for
others and preventing hatred.

The jury praised the winning team’s proposal to create “a living place, not
just a monument to something of the past” and the desire to create an
immersive journey for the visitor who would enter a memorial embedded in the
land. The jury found the proposal deftly resolved an essential challenge of
the brief: being visually arresting (“highly visible from near and far”) yet
showing sensitivity to its location and context. The concept was found to
have clear potential to be developed into an iconic memorial and intriguing
educational experience, attracting visitors from the UK and beyond to learn
and reflect.

The winning concept is at an early design stage. It will now undergo further
development through discussion with Holocaust experts, survivors and other
victim groups, and local residents, Westminster City Council, Historic
England, Royal Parks and other statutory consultees. As part of this process,
the United Kingdom Holocaust Memorial Foundation will also work closely with
other organisations and experts on the contents and approach of the co-
located Learning Centre.

The jury also awarded honourable mentions to two teams — heneghan peng
architects and Sven Anderson, and Diamond Schmitt Architects.

Description of the winning concept

Design concept

The winning design concept was inspired by research into the site, Victoria
Tower Gardens, next to the Houses of Parliament, with Sir David Adjaye
describing the location as a “park of Britain’s conscience”. The memorial
links with the statue of Emmeline Pankhurst, the Burghers of Calais and the
Buxton Memorial: all four recognising injustice and the need to oppose it.

In order to keep the park as a park and to maintain the green space, the team
placed its Holocaust Memorial at the far southern end of the gardens,
embedded in the land. Accordingly, a visitor approaching the memorial would
see a subtle grass landform with only the tips of the memorial’s fins
“bristling in the distance”, its intriguing design giving a sense that
something is happening underground and encouraging people to find out more.

The design concept takes visitors on a journey that culminates in confronting
the 23 tall bronze fins of the memorial, the spaces in between representing
the 22 countries in which Jewish communities were destroyed during the


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dplyPhLGZaA

Holocaust. Entering the memorial would be a sensory experience. While the
outside and inside space emphasises collective gathering, the 23 bronze fins
require the visitor to enter in an isolated, solitary way, each pathway
planned as a different experience. Each path eventually leads down into the
Threshold — a generous hall which acts as a place of contemplation and
transition into the Learning Centre below ground. The Learning Centre
includes a “hall of testimonies” and a “Contemplation Court”: a silent,
reflective space with eight bronze panels. On leaving the memorial, the
circulation route ensures visitors will emerge to see the classic
uninterrupted view of Parliament — and the reality of democracy.

Sir Peter Bazalgette, Chair of the UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation and the
competition jury, said:

We were privileged to see submissions from some of the best teams
in architecture, art and design today. On behalf of the jury, I
would like to thank all teams for their impressive submissions.

The jury was unanimous in awarding this competition to Sir David
Adjaye and his highly skilled and passionate team. Their ability to
use architecture to create an emotionally powerful experience,
their understanding of the complexity of the Holocaust and their
desire to create a living place as well as a respectful memorial to
the past and its surroundings, will combine to create a new
national landmark for generations to come.

We look forward to working with them on this nationally significant
project: a statement by the British people that our nation will
remember those who suffered, and that we will always strive for a
better future.

Sir David Adjaye, speaking on behalf of Adjaye Associates, Ron Arad and
Gustafson Porter + Bowman said:

The complexity of the Holocaust story, including the British
context, is a series of layers that have become hidden by time. Our
approach to the project has been to reveal these layers and not let
them remain buried under history. To do so, we wanted to create a
living place, not just a monument to something of the past. We
wanted to orchestrate an experience that reminds us of the
fragility and constant strife for a more equitable world.

We are deeply honoured to have been given the opportunity to tell
these stories to the nation through a National Memorial and
Learning Centre. It is critical these highly important and emotive
historical touchpoints are explored, so that future generations are
able to experience, learn, reflect and act.

Ben Helfgott, MBE President, 45 Aid Society, Holocaust Survivors and



President HMDT, British Olympic Weightlifter and jury member said:

I have spent each and every day since I was liberated in 1945
remembering my family and friends, and all of the victims of the
Holocaust who were murdered by the Nazis. With fellow survivors in
the 45 Aid Society, and with our children and grandchildren, I have
sought to tell and retell the painful history accurately and in
context, and to make sure we use the tragic experience to fight for
justice and the rule of law, and to spread the message of
tolerance.

I am very proud of my involvement in the many key Holocaust
education projects in the UK over recent decades, none more so than
this vital UK national Memorial and Learning Centre in its uniquely
significant location next to the Mother of Parliaments.

As we — the youngest survivors — pass on the baton of Remembrance,
we are delighted to see this wonderful design team deliver a
Memorial and Learning Centre which will resonate for generations.

Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government and jury member,
Sajid Javid, said:

Congratulations to Sir David Adjaye and his team on this stunning,
inspiring, sobering concept for the UK’s new Holocaust Memorial and
Learning Centre. Constructed right in the heart of our democracy,
it will be a lasting tribute both to those who died and to those
who survived.

Through this project, we stand up as a nation; we stand together
regardless of our religion, race or background; and we stand
against ignorance and bigotry. The new Learning Centre will not
only remind us of mankind’s capacity for darkness, through the
story of the Holocaust and other genocides — crucially, it will
also remind us of our incredible capacity for good.

The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, said:

Congratulations to Sir David Adjaye and his team on an exceptional
winning design for the UK’s Holocaust Memorial and Learning Centre.
The standard of entries were incredibly strong, but David’s stood
out for its beauty and sensitivity.

This unique and immersive memorial is not just for Londoners, but
for the whole UK. It will ensure the horrors of the Holocaust are
never forgotten and will stand as a powerful reminder to future
generations about the fragility of peace. I look forward to working
with the UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation as the project develops.



Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis said:

The question of how we will memorialise the Holocaust in the years
to come, in a society which will no longer be able to rely on
first-hand testimony of survivors, is one that should occupy the
mind of every one of us. Today, the British nation has taken an
important and historic step in offering our answer to that
question.

The outstanding winning concept will provide an entry point for a
greater national understanding of the Holocaust and its
contemporary relevance. This timely memorial will encourage and
inspire peaceful coexistence and tolerance and will lead to a
better appreciation of what can happen when hatred is allowed to
develop unchecked.

Sarah Weir, Chief Executive of the Design Council, said:

It was a privilege to be a part of the judging panel for such an
extraordinarily important and influential project. The quality of
the entries was extremely high and the expertise of the winning
team exemplified all that is best about British design creativity
and talent, for which we are renowned.

The bold and sensitive collaboration between architecture,
landscape architecture, art and design from such a multi-faceted
and award winning team truly captured our attention. But also the
seriousness with which the team approached the brief and the
responsibility they saw they had to carry the messages from this
terrible history on to the generations to come. Sir David Adjaye
described the core of their concept during the interviews as being
‘architecture as emotion’. That powerful and resonant core is one I
very much look forward to seeing develop and come to fruition for
all of us to experience.

Ed Balls, who was a member of the Prime Minister's Holocaust Commission and
is now a member of the Holocaust Memorial Foundation Board, said:

What better way to show that we will not tolerate hatred than our
new Holocaust Memorial, right next to our Parliament. There is no
location more fitting to honour the victims of one of humanity’s
greatest tragedies than side-by-side with one of humanity’s oldest
democracies. No better way to strengthen education initiatives up
and down the country.

Today we stand up as a nation and say to each other, and to the
world, that there is no place for hate in our society. There is no
better gift we can pass to future generations than the knowledge of



where hatred, unchecked, can lead.
Paul Williams OBE, Stanton Williams Architects.

Firstly, I would like to congratulate David Adjaye and his team on
being awarded this hugely significant, and emotionally charged
commission. A commission requiring not only sensitivity to the
subject matter, but also the surrounding landscape and adjacency to
Parliament.

The team’s proposals for a ‘sensory experience’ were expressed
passionately and convincingly in their presentation. This core
objective from the concept designs must sit at the heart of the
development stage that will now start in discussion with
stakeholders as the project moves forward.

Honourable mentions

The jury awarded heneghan peng architects and Sven Anderson an honourable
mention for an original and engaging design that brought the testimony and
voices of survivors to the foreground. The team’s triangular sunken courtyard
was imagined as an ‘ear’ that listened up to Parliament and down to the
memorial — the stone walls punctured with a series of small apertures
containing wooden blocks which emitted the voices of survivor testimony. The
team intended the memorial to be a place to hold the testimonies “with
nothing in between to create a heightened sense of listening, pause and
reflection”.

The jury also awarded an honourable mention to Diamond Schmitt Architects for
an elegant, restrained design and an impressively rigorous and detailed
approach. Centred on the idea of a journey from light to dark and dark to
light, the memorial created a void in the gardens intended to symbolise loss
and absence. The elliptic walls of the memorial were inscribed with the names
of the concentration camps, and the six million victims commemorated through
a series of ingots impressed into the cast-iron structure, a reference to
Britain’'s manufacturing history.

During the competition, which was managed by Malcolm Reading Consultants, the
ten shortlisted designs were displayed online and in various exhibitions
across the UK, including a three week exhibition at the Victoria and Albert
Museum in London. Consultation events were also held with Holocaust
survivors, the Roma community and education experts.

The final design will be subject to planning approval. Subject to the
planning process, the Memorial and Learning Centre are due for completion by
2021.

The jury consisted of:



e Sir Peter Bazalgette (Chair)

e Rt Hon Sajid Javid MP, Communities and Local Government Secretary

e Rt Hon Sadiq Khan, Mayor of London

e Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis

e Samantha Cohen, Assistant Private Secretary to The Queen

e Charlotte Cohen, Prime Minister’s Holocaust Commission Youth
Commissioner

e Alice Greenwald, President and CEO National September 11 Memorial and
Museum

e Ben Helfgott, MBE President 45 Aid Society, Holocaust Survivors and
President HMDT, British Olympic Weightlifter

e Natasha Kaplinsky OBE, Broadcaster

e The Lord Daniel Finkelstein OBE, Journalist

e Dame Julia Peyton-Jones DBE, Former Director of Serpentine Gallery

e Sarah Weir OBE, CEO of Design Council

e Paul Williams OBE, Stanton Williams Architects.

The jury was advised by Competition Director, Malcolm Reading.

With cross-party support, the Government has committed £50 million for the UK
Holocaust Memorial Foundation to take forward the recommendations of the
Commission. In addition to the government funding, the Foundation will
fundraise additional contributions to deliver the National Memorial and
Learning Centre and its broader educational objectives.

Reflections
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